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COHELAN KHOURY & SINGER 

Michael D. Singer (SBN 115301) 

msinger@ckslaw.com 

Rosemary C. Khoury (SBN 331307) 

rkhoury@ckslaw.com  

605 C Street, Suite 200 

San Diego, CA 92101 

Telephone: (619) 595-3001/Facsimile: (619) 595-3000  

UNITED EMPLOYEES LAW GROUP, PC 

Walter L. Haines (SBN 71075) 

whaines@uelglaw.com 

8605 Santa Monica Blvd., #63354 

West Hollywood, CA 90069 

Telephone: (562) 256-1047/Facsimile: (562) 256-1006 

 

HAIG B. KAZANDJIAN LAWYERS, APC  

Haig B. Kazandjian, Bar No. 278622  

haig@hbklawyers.com   

Cathy Gonzalez, Bar No. 310625 

cathy@hbklawyers.com  

801 North Brand Boulevard, Suite 970  

Glendale, CA 991203  

Telephone: (818) 696-2306/Facsimile: (818) 696-2307 

Attorneys for Plaintiffs Angel Caracoza, and Daniel Ortiz 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO 

ANGEL CARACOZA, JR., on behalf of 

himself and as representative for the State of 

California on behalf of all other aggrieved 

employees, 

 

  Plaintiff, 

 v. 

 

ASHLEY FURNITURE INDUSTRIES, 

INC., a Wisconsin Corporation d/b/a THE 

ASHLEY COMPANIES; and DOES 1 

through 10, Inclusive, 

 
              Defendants. 
 
 

 LEAD CASE NO. CIVDS2012912 

ASSIGNED FOR ALL PURPOSES TO: 

The Honorable Corey G. Lee 

Department S-37 
 
NOTICE OF ENTRY OF ORDER GRANTING 

FINAL APPROVAL OF CLASS ACTION 

SETTLEMENT                                                               
 
 
 
Complaint filed: June 1, 2020 

Trial Date:  Not set 
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DANIEL ORTIZ, individually and on behalf 

of all other aggrieved employees, 

 

 

  Plaintiff, 

 v. 

 

ASHLEY FURNITURE INDUSTRIES, LLC, 

a Wisconsin Limited Liability Company; 

ASHLEY FURNITURE INDUSTRIES, INC., 

a Wisconsin Corporation; and DOES 1 

through 50, Inclusive, 

 

              Defendants. 

 

CASE NO. CIVDS2012912 

 

ANGEL CARACOZA, JR., on behalf of 

himself and all others similarly situated, 

 

 

   Plaintiff, 

  v. 

 

ASHLEY FURNITURE INDUSTRIES, INC., 

a Wisconsin Corporation d/b/a THE ASHLEY 

COMPANIES; and DOES 1 through 10, 

Inclusive, 

 

              Defendants. 

 

CASE NO. CIVSB2118827 

 

DANIEL ORTIZ, on behalf of himself and all 

others similarly situated 

 

   Plaintiffs, 

 

vs. 

 

ASHLEY FURNITURE INDUSTRIES, LLC; 

ASHLEY FURNITURE INDUSTRIES, INC., 

a California Corporation, and DOES 1 through 

50, inclusive, 

 

   Defendants. 

 

CASE NO. CIV SB2212619 
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TO: ALL PARTIES AND THEIR COUNSEL OF RECORD, AND TO THE LABOR AND 

WORKFORCE DEVELOPMENT AGENCY: 

NOTICE IS GIVEN that on August 20, 2024, the Court issued an Order Granting Final 

Approval of Class Action Settlement in the above-captioned matter. A true and correct copy of this 

Order is attached as Exhibit 1.   

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that on August 20, 2024, the Court issued a Minute Order, a 

true and correct copy of which is attached as Exhibit 2. Pursuant to the Minute Order, a Hearing Re: 

Final Distribution of Funds has been scheduled for April 2, 2025 at 8:30 a.m. in Department S-37 of 

the above-captioned court, located at 247 West Third Street, San Bernardino, California, 92415. 

     Respectfully submitted, 

      COHELAN KHOURY & SINGER 

      UNITED EMPLOYEES LAW GROUP, PC 

      HAIG B. KAZANDJIAN LAWYERS, APC  

 

Dated: August 21, 2024   By:        

       Michael Singer, Esq. 

       Rosemary C. Khoury, Esq. 

       Haig B. Kazandjian, Esq. 

       Cathy Gonzalez, Esq.  

      Attorneys for Plaintiffs 
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COHELAN KHOURY & SINGER
Up Fl L E D3 5.; nay.“ ,

Michael D. Singer (SBN 115301) cofi?$o y: {geyronmA
msingch:ckslaw.cmn Cz‘m

i

u. i/Q‘J'HRDWO

Rosemary C. Khoury (SBN 331307)
l

rkhourvgwckslaw.com r..3 -_ g ff};
605 C Strcct. Suilc 200
San Diego, (TA 92101
Telephone: (6l9) 595-300l/Facsimilc: (619) 595-3000

UNITED EMPLOYEES LAW GROUP. PC
Waller L. Haincs (SBN 71075)
whaincsgumdglawcom
8605 Santa Monica Blvd.. #63354
West Hollywood, CA 90069
Telephone: (562) 256-1047/Facsimile: (562) 256-1006

By:

SfcpffrfhggiL
«:3, Deputy

HAIG B. KAZANDJIAN LAWYERS. APC
Hzlig B. Kazzmdjian, Bar N0. 278622
hzligm hbkluwycrsxom
Cathy Gonzalez. Bar No. 310625
cathyht‘hbkluwvcraxnm

801 Nonh Brand Boulevard, Suite 970
Glcndalc. CA 991203
Telephone: (818) 696-2306/Facsimilc: (818) 696-2307

Attorneys for Plaintith Angel Caracoza. and Daniel Ortiz

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE 0F CALIFORNIA

FOR THE COUNTY 0F SAN BERNARDINO

ANGEL CARACOZA, JR., (m bchalfof

himselfand as representative for the State 0f

Califomia on bchalfofall other aggrieved

employees.

Plaintiff.

V.

ASHLEY FURNITURE INDUSTRIES.
INC. a Wisconsin Corporation d/b/a THF.
ASHLEY COMPANIES; and DOES I

through IO. Inclusive,

Defendants.

LEAD CASE N0. CIVD82012912
ASSIGNED FOR ALL PURPOSES TO:
Thc Honorable Jchica Morgan
Department $26

MED] ORDER GRANTING FINAL
APPROVAL 0F CLASS ACTION
SETTLEMENT

Date: Augus120.2024
Time: 8:30 a.m.
Dcpl.: 26

Complaint filed:

Trial Date:

June l, 2020
Not sct

[Proposed] Ordcr Granting Final Approval of Class Action Scnlcment
Lead Case No. CIVDSZOI 29l 2
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DANIEL ORTIZ, individually and on behalf CASE N0. CIVD82012912
ofall other aggrieved employees.

f

Plaintiff.

v.

ASHLEY FURNITURE INDUSTRIES. LLC.
a Wisconsin Limited Liability (‘mnpany;
ASHLEY FURNITURE INDUSTRIES. INC.
a Wisconsin Corporation; and DOES l

through 50. Inclusive.

Defendants.

ANGEL CARACOZA, JR., on bchalfof CASE NO. CIVSBZI 18827
himselfand all others similarly situated,

Plaintiff,

V.

ASHLEY FURNITURE INDUSTRIES. INC,
a Wisconsin Corporation d’h/a THE ASHLEY
COMPANIES; and DOES l through IO.

Inclusive.

Defendants.

DANIEL ORTIZ. on bchalf‘ofhimsclfand all CASE NO. CIV 582212619
others similarly situatcd

Plaintiffs.

vs.

ASHLEY FURNITURL INDUSTRIES. LLC;
ASHLEY FURNITURE INDUSTRIES. INC.
a Califomia Corporation. and DOES l through
50. inclusivc‘

Defendants.

[Proposed] Ordcr Granting Final Approval of Class Action Settlement

Lead Case No. CIVDSEOI 291 2
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This maucr came 0n for hearing on August 20. 2024 in Department 8-26 of thc above-

captioncd Court 0n Plaintiffs Angel Caracoza and Daniel Ortiz's (“Plaintiffs") Motion for Order

Granting Final Approval ofClass Action Settlement (“Motion") pursuant to California Rulc ofCourt

3.769, thc Class Action and PAGA Scttlcmcnl Agreement and Class Notice filed December 8. 2023

(“Agreement“). and the Preliminary Approval Order issued February 22. 2024 (“Preliminary

Approval Order“).

Having received and considered thc Agreement, thc supporting papers. cvidcncc and

argument received by the Court with thc Motion for Preliminary Approva! of Class Action

Settlement. and evidence and argument received by lhc C‘oun with the Motion for Order Granting

Final Approval of Class Action Settlement. the Court grants final approval ofthc Settlement and

ORDERS AND MAKES THE FOLLOWING DETERMINATIONS:

l. Pursuam to the Court‘s Preliminary Approval Order, Notice of Class Action

Settlement, ("Class Notice"). was sent to each Class Member by first-class United States mail,

informing the Class 0fthc Settlement terms, right to receive a Settlement Payment without taking any

action. comment 0n or object to the Scttlcmcm. and appear in person or by counsel and be hcard at

the final approval hearing. Adequate periods oftimc wcrc provided for each ofthcsc procedures.

2. No Class member filcd a written objection to thc proposed Settlement or stated an

intention to appear at thc final approval hearing.

3. No Class mcmbcr rcqucstcd exclusion from thc Settlement or submitted a written

dispute to thc Settlement.

4. Thc Coun finds and determines this notice procedure afforded adequate protections to

thc Class and provides thc basis for thc Court to makc an informed decision regarding Settlement

approval based on the responses of thc Class. Thc (‘ourt finds and determines thc Class Notice

provided in this case was thc best notice practicable, which satisfies the requirements oflaw and duc

process.

5. For purposes of Settlement approval only, thc Court finds: (a) thc proposed (‘Iass is

ascertainablc and so numerous joindcr ofall Class mcmbcrs is impracticable; (b) lhcrc arc questions

of law or fact common to the proposed Class, and a wcll-dcfincd community of intcrcst among
l

[Proposed] Order Granting Final Appgoval of'Class Action Settlement
l r-zul (‘acn Nn (‘IVHQ'WH 7Q! 7
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members oflhc proposed Class with rcspccl 10 Ihc subject matter ofthc class action; (c) lhc claims

ofthc Class Representatives arc typical ol‘thc claims ofthc members ofihc proposed Class: (d) thc

Class Representatives have and will fairly and adequately protect thc interests ofthc Members oflhc

Class; (c) a class action is superior to other available methods for efficient adjudication of this

controversy for scltlcmcnl: and (D counsel 0f record for lhc Class Representatives arc qualified lo

serve as counsel for Ihcm in their representative capacity and for ‘hc Class.

6. Class Members arc dcfincd for Settlement pulposcs as: All persons who arc or wcrc

employed by Defendant in Califomia and classified as hourly, non-cxcmpt cmployccs during thc

Class Period ofJune 25, 2017, to May 12. 2023.

7. For purposes 0fthis Settlement. Aggricvcd Employees arc defined as: All individuals

who arc or wcrc previously employed by Defendant in thc State ofCalifomia who wcrc classified as

hourly. non-cxcmpt employees during thc period ofMarch 29. 2019. to May 12, 2023

8. The Court finds and determines the terms ofthc Agreement arc fair, reasonable, and

adequate and. having found the Settlement was reached as a result 0f informed and non-collusivc

arms‘-lcngth negotiations facilitated by a neutral. experienced mediator. directs thc Parties to

effectuate thc Scttlcmcnt terms as sct forth in the Agrccmcnt. The Court finds the Panics conducted

cxtcnsivc investigation research, and infomal discovery. and thcir attorneys wcrc ablc Io reasonably

evaluate their respective positions. Thc Court also finds Settlement will enable thc Parties to avoid

additional and potentially substantial litigation costs. as wcll as delay and risks ifthc Parties wcrc to

continue to litigate thc case. Thc Court has reviewed the monetary recovery and recognizes thc

significant value provided to thc Class.

9. Thc Court finds and determines thc terms of the Settlement are fair‘ reasonable and

adequate to thc Class and each Class Member. thc Settlement is ordcrcd finally approved. and all

terms 0f thc Agreement should bc and arc ordcrcd to bc consummated.

IO. Thc Court finds and determines Settlement Payments t0 bc paid to Participating Class

Members and Aggricvcd Employees under thc Scttlcmcnt arc fair and reasonable. Thc Court grants

final approval t0 and orders payment ot‘thosc amounts to Participating (‘lass Members and Aggricvcd

Employees in accordance with thc Agreement.

2

[Proposed] Order Granting Final Approval ofClass Action Sclllemcnl
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ll, The Court finds and determines fccs and expenses to administer the Settlement

incurred by Simplruis, Inc. of$23.000.00 are fair and reasonable. The Coun grants final approval to

and orders payment of that amount in accordance with the Agreement.

12. Thc Court finds and dctcmfincs the Class Representative Service Payment of

$10.000.00 10 Plaintifl‘Angel Caracoza is fair and reasonable, and orders thc Administrator to make

this payment in accordance with the lcmus ofthc Agreement.

l3. Thc Court finds and determines lhc Class Representative Service Payment 0f

$10,000.00 to Plaintiff Daniel Oniz is fair and reasonable. and orders the Administrator Io make this

payment in accordance with thc terms ofthe Agreement.

14. Thc Coun finds and determines payment to the Califomia Labor and Workforce

Development Agency 0f $75,000.00 as its share ofthc Settlement ofcivil penalties under thc Private

Attorneys General Act is fair, reasonable, and appropriate. The Court grants final approval t0 and

orders that amount bc paid in accordance with the Agreement.

IS. The Court awards Class Counsel attorneys” fccs of $833,333.33 [70% to Cohclan

Khoury & Singer United Employees Law Group, PC (to be divided 66.67% to CKS and 33.33% to

UELG) and 30% to Haig B. Kazandjian Lawyers, APC] and litigation costs ofSZl ,290.01. Thc Court

finds such amounts to bc fair and reasonable. Thc Court orders thc Administrator to make thcsc

payments in accordance with thc Agreement.

l6. Without affecting thc finality ofthis Ordcr 0r thc entry ofjudgmcnt in any way. thc

Court retains jurisdiction ofall matters relating to the interpretation, administration. implementation,

cffcctuation. and enforcement ofthis Order and the Agreement.

l7. The Scttlcmcm is not an admission of liability by Defendants Ashley Fumiturc

Industries. LLC and Ashley Fumiturc Industries. Inc. (collectively, “‘Defcndant”). or any of

Defendant’s former and present directors, officers. shareholders, owners. members, attorneys,

insurers. predecessors. successom. assigns, subsidiaries and affiliates, (“Released Parties"). nor is this

Order or entry ofjudgmcnt a finding any Claim in thc Actions against Defendant is valid. This Order.

entry ofjudgmcnt, 0r Settlement, may not bc construed as, 0r used as an admission of, any fault,

wrongdoing or liability by Defendant or any Released Party. Negotiating, entering or carrying out the

K

[Proposed] Order Grariiing Final Approval ol'Class Action Settlement
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Scltlcmcnl. shall nol bc offered in evidence against any Rclcascd-Party in any action or proceeding

in any court. administrative agency or tribunal for any purpose cxccpl to enforce this ()rdcr or

Judgment. However. any Rclcascd Party may file in any proceeding. lhis Order or Judgment. or any

papers filcd in thc Action. to support defenses of rcs judicala. collateral estoppcl. rclcasc. claim or

issuc preclusion or any similar defense.

l8. PlainlilTs and Participating Class Members. 0n behalf of themselves and lhcir

rcspcctivc former and prcscnt representatives. agents, allomcys. heirs. administrators. successors and

assigns, rclcasc the Defendant and thc Rclcascd Parties from all class claims plcd or that could have

been pled based on thc factual allegations contained in the operative complaints which occurred

during the Class Period including. but not limited to claims undcr Califomia Labor Code §§ 20l, 202.

203. 204. 210. 226(a). 226.2, 226.3. 226.7. 256, 432, 510, 512, 558(3). 558.]. H74, 1174.5, H75.

1182.2. 1194, 1194.5. 1197. 1197.1. l 108, ”98.5. 1199. and 2802, and expressly excluding all other

claims, including claims for vcstcd benefits, wrongful tcm1inati0n. unemployment insurance,

disability, social security. workers‘ compensation. and class claims outside ofthc Class Period. Thc

timc period for this rclcasc is thc Class Period of Junc 25. 20] 7 through May 12, 2023.

19. Plaintiffs and Aggricvcd Employccs‘ on behalf of themselves and their respective

former and prcscnt representatives. agents. attorneys. hcirs, administrators. successors and assigns,

thc Defendant and cach of its fomlcr and present directors, officers. shareholders, owners. members,

attorneys. insurers. predecessors. successors. assigns. subsidiaries and affiliates from all PAGA

claims plcd or that could have bccn plcd based on 1hc factual allegations contained in thc operative

complaints and PAGA Notices that occurred during thc PAGA Period that stated violations of

California Labor Code §§ 201, 202. 203. 204. 210. 226(8). 226.2. 226.3. 226.7, 256.432.5l().5|2,

558(8). 558.]. l I74, l I745. H75. l 182.2. l I94, l 194.5. l I97, ”97.1, H98, I I985, I l99,and 2802

as to thc Aggricvcd Employees and expressly excluding all other claims, including claims for vcstcd

benefits, wrongful termination, unemployment insurance. disability. social security. workcrs’

compensation, and PAGA claims outside ofthc PAGA Period. Thc timc period for this rclcasc is thc

PAGA Period ofMarch 29. 2019 through May l2. 2023‘

///

4
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20. Nothing in this Order shall prccludc any action to enforce the Agreement or this Order,

including the requirement Defendant makc payments Io Participating Class Members and Aggricvcd

Employees in accordance with the Settlement.

2|. The Judgment. oncc cmcrcd. shall constitute a judgment for purposes of Califomia

Rules ot'Court. Rule 3.769(h). ln accordance with. and for thc reasons stated in, this Ordenjudgmcnl

shall bc cmcrcd within the meaning and for purposes of Code ofCivil Procedure sections 577 and

904.](a). and Ihc Plauntil'l‘s/Class Representatives. Participating Class Members and Aggricvcd

Employees shall take nothing from Rclcascd Panics cxccpt as expressly set forth in thc Agreement.

22. Thc Partics will comply with Califomia Rules ofCourt Rule 3.771(b). by giving notice

to Class Members by posting the Final Approval Order and Judgment on the Settlement

Administrator‘s website.

23. Pursuant to Labor Code section 2699(l)(3). Plaintiffs shall submit a copy ofthis Order

and Judgment to the Califomia Labor and Workforce Development Agency within 10 days after cnny

ofthis Order and Judgment.

24. Thc Parties will bear their own costs and anomcys" fees cxccpt as otherwise provided

by this Court‘s Order awarding Class Counscls’ attomcys‘ fees and litigation costs.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

IV

~ /
I.

Date: 7C .3 C 3 [Va 6] 1/.
Honorable

'

Judge of thc Superior Coun

Corev G. Lee

5
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SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA,
COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO

San Bernardino District
247 West 3rd St

San Bernardino, CA 92415
www.sb-court.org

PORTAL MINUTE ORDER 
Case Number: CIVDS2012912 Date: 8/20/2024

Case Title: **MF***PAGA***COMPLEX*CARACOZA-V-ASHLEY 
FURNITURE

Department S37 - SBJC Date: 8/20/2024 Time: 8:30 AM Motion for Final Approval 
of Class Action Settlement

Judicial Officer: Corey G Lee 
Judicial Assistant: Stephanie Reed
Court Reporter: Not Reported or Recorded
Court Attendant: Gregory Treihart  

Appearances
Attorney Marta Manus, Attorney Melissa Robinson appears by Zoom for Plaintiff ANGEL CARACOZA, Jr.
Attorney Misa Keelan appears by CourtCall for Defendant ASHLEY FURNITURE INDUSTRIES, LLC

Proceedings
ANGEL CARACOZA, Jr.'s Motion for Final Approval of Class Action Settlement is heard. 
The Court has read and considered Moving Papers and Supporting Documents
No opposition presented.

Court Finds
ANGEL CARACOZA, Jr.'s Motion for Final Approval of Class Action Settlement is granted.

Hearings
Hearing re: Final Distribution of Funds set for 4/2/2025 at 8:30 AM in Department S37 - SBJC

Notice waived.
Order Filed Re: 
Granting Final Approval of Class Action Settlement 
Stipulated Judgment Filed 

Court makes the following orders: 
Stipulated Judgment - Before Trial

== Minute Order Complete ==
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