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PlaintifP’s motion for an order finally approving the Stipulation of Class and PAGA
Action Settlement and Release of Claims (“Agreement”) and motion for an award of attorneys’
fees, costs, and service awards duly came on for hearing on March 10, 2023, before the above-
entitted Court. The JCL Law Firm, APC, and Blumenthal Nordrehaug Bhowmik & De Blouw,
LLP, appeared on behalf of Plaintiff CECILLE SARMIENTO (“Plaintiff’). Freeman Mathis &
Gary, LLP, appeared on behalf of Defendant CADUCEUS HEALTHCARE, INC. (“Defendant”).

I
FINDINGS

Based on the oral and written argument and evidence presented in connection with the
motion, the Court makes the following findings:

l. All terms used herein shall have the same meaning as defined in the
Agreement,

2. This Court has jurisdiction over the subject matter of this litigation pending
in the California Superior Court for the County of San Diego (“Court”), Case No. 37-2021-
00014044-CU-OE-CTL, entitled Sarmiento v. Caduceus Healthcare Inc., and over all Parties to
this litigation, including the Class.

Preliminary Approval of the Settlement

3. On September 13, 2022, the Court granted preliminary approval of a class-
wide settlement, At this same time the court approved certification of a provisional settlement
class for settlement purposes only. The Court confirms this Order and finally approves the
settlement and the certification of the Class.

Notice to the Class

4, In compliance with the Preliminary Approval Order, the Notice Packet was
mailed by first class U.S. Mail to the Class Members at their last known addresses on December 8,
2022. Mailing of the Notice Packet to their last known addresses was the best notice practicable
under the circumstances and was reasonably calculated to communicate actual notice of the

litigation and the proposed settlement to the members of the Class Members. The Court finds that
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9, Final Judgment is hereby entered in this action. The Final Judgment shall
bind each Settlement Class Member.

10.  Final Judgment shall also bind Plaintiff, acting on behalf of the State of
California and all Aggrieved Employees, pursuant to the California Private Attorneys’ General
Act (“PAGA”).

11.  The term “Aggrieved Employees” is hereby defined to iﬁclude all non-
exempt employees who are or previously were employed by Defendant in California during the
PAGA Period. The PAGA Period means the period of June 18, 2019, until September 30, 2021.

12. The Court further finds and determines that Class Counsel satisfied
California Labor Code § 2699(I)(2) by giving the LWDA notice of the proposed Settlement of
claims arising under the Private Attorney General Act (“PAGA”} on May 20, 2022, and again on
February 15, 2023.

13.  The Court orders Class Counsel to comply with California Labor Code §
2699(I)(3) by providing the LWDA a copy of this order within ten (10) calendar days of the
Court’s entry of this Order.

14. The Agreement is not an admission by Defendant, nor is this Final
Approval Order and Judgment a finding, of the validity of any claims in the Action or of any
wrongdoing by Defendant. Neither this Final Approval Order, the Settlement, nor any document
referred to herein, nor any action taken to carry out the Settlement is, may be construed as, or may
be used as an admission by or against Defendant of any fault, wrongdoing, or liability whatsoever.
The entering into or carrying out of the Agreement, and any negotiations or proceedings related
thereto, shall not in any event be construed as, or deemed to be evidence of, an admission or
concession with regard to the denials or defenses by Defendant and shall not be offered in
evidence in any action or proceeding against Defendant in any court, administrative agency or
other tribunal for any purpose as an admission whatsoever other than to enforce the provisions of
this Final Approval Order and Judgment, the Settlement, or any related agreement or release.
Notwithstanding these restrictions, any of the Parties may file in the Action or in any other

proceeding this Final Approval Order and Judgment, the Agreement, or any other papers and
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records on file in the Action as evidence of the Settlement to support a defense of res judicata,
collateral estoppel, release, or other theory of claim or issue preclusion or similar defense as to the
claims being released by the Settlement.
"7 15.  Notice of entry of this Final Approval Order and Judgment shall be given to
Class Counsel on behalf of Plaintiff and all Class Members. It shall not be necessary to send
notice of entry of this Final Approval Order and Judgment to individual Class Members and the
Final Approval Order and Judgment shall be posted on Settlement Administrator’s website as
indicated in the Notice Packet.

16.  After entry of Final Judgment, the Court shail retain jurisdiction to construe,
interpret, implement, and enforce the Settlement, to hear and resolve any contested challenge to a
claim for settlement benefits, and to supervise and adjudicate any dispute arising from or in
connection with the distribution of settlement benefits.
If the Settlement does not become final and effective in accordance with the terms of the
Settlement, resulting in the return and/or retention of the Gross Settlement Amount to Defendant
consistent with the terms of the Seft]ement, then this Final Approval Order and Judgment, and all

orders entered in connection herewith shall be rendered null and void and shali be vacated.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

pates ___ F 2T 4@ // //%”

Hon. Rlc
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT
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