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Edwin Aiwazian (SBN 232943) 
Arby Aiwazian (SBN 269827) 
Joanna Ghosh (SBN 272479) 
LAWYERS for JUSTICE, PC 
410 West Arden Avenue, Suite 203 
Glendale, California 91203  
Tel: (818) 265-1020 / Fax: (818) 265-1021 
 
Attorneys for Plaintiffs 
 

 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

FOR THE COUNTY OF ORANGE 

 

ABRAHAM MARIN, individually, and on 
behalf of other members of the general public 
similarly situated; SHEREE WILLIS, 
individually, and on behalf of other members 
of the general public similarly situated and 
on behalf of other aggrieved employees 
pursuant to the California Private Attorneys 
General Act; 
 

Plaintiffs,  
 

vs.  
 

WORD & BROWN COMPANIES, an 
unknown business entity; and DOES 1 
through 100, inclusive, 
 
                       Defendants. 

Case No.: 30-2019-01055348-CU-OE-CXC 
  
Honorable Peter J. Wilson 
Department CX102 
 
CLASS ACTION 
 
DECLARATION OF SHEREE WILLIS IN 
SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFFS’ MOTION 
FOR PRELIMINARY APPROVAL OF 
CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT 
 
[Plaintiffs’ Motion for Preliminary Approval 
of Class Action Settlement; Declaration of 
Class Counsel (Edwin Aiwazian); Declaration 
of Class Representative (Abraham Marin); 
and [Proposed] Order filed concurrently here-
with]
 
Date: 
Time: 
Department: 
  

 
September 15, 2022 
2:00 p.m. 
CX102 

Complaint Filed: 
FAC Filed:  
Trial Date: 
  

March 6, 2019 
January 13, 2021 
None Set  
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,� 6KHUHH�:LOOLV��KHUHE\�GHFODUH�DV�IROORZV�

�� ,�DP�RYHU����\HDUV�RI�DJH�DQG�D�UHVLGHQW�RI�&DOLIRUQLD���,�DP�RQH�RI�WKH QDPHG�

SODLQWLIIV LQ�WKH�DERYH�FDSWLRQHG�FDVH���,�KDYH�SHUVRQDO�NQRZOHGJH�RI�WKH�IDFWV�DQG�VWDWHPHQWV�

VHW�IRUWK�LQ�WKLV�GHFODUDWLRQ��DQG�LI�FDOOHG�XSRQ�WR�WHVWLI\��,�FRXOG�DQG�ZRXOG�FRPSHWHQWO\�WHVWLI\�

WKHUHWR�

�� ,� ZDV� HPSOR\HG� E\�'HIHQGDQW�:RUG�	�%URZQ� ,QVXUDQFH�$GPLQLVWUDWRUV�� ,QF�

�³:RUG�	�%URZQ´��LQ�DQ�KRXUO\�SDLG��QRQ�H[HPSW�SRVLWLRQ�IURP�DSSUR[LPDWHO\�-DQXDU\ ����

WR�0DUFK ������,�GHFLGHG�WR�VHHN�OHJDO�DGYLFH�DERXW�P\�ZRUN�H[SHULHQFHV�ZLWK�:RUG�	�%URZQ

DQG�DERXW�SXUVXLQJ�P\�JULHYDQFHV���,�FRQWDFWHG�/DZ\HUV�IRU�-XVWLFH��3&�DQG�VSRNH�ZLWK�DWWRUQH\V�

WKHUH��,�ZDQWHG�WR�GR�ZKDWHYHU�,�FRXOG�WR�PDNH�VXUH�:RUG�	�%URZQ SDLG�PH�DQG�RWKHU�HPSOR\HHV�

ZKDW�ZDV� RZHG� WR� XV� IRU� DOO� KRXUV�ZRUNHG� DQG� QRQ�FRPSOLDQW�PHDO� DQG� UHVW� EUHDNV�� �$IWHU�

VSHDNLQJ�ZLWK�WKH�DWWRUQH\V��,�LQYHVWLJDWHG�FRPSOH[�ZDJH�DQG�KRXU�ODZVXLWV�RQ�P\�RZQ�DQG�GLG�

VRPH� UHVHDUFK� LQWR� WKH� OHDGLQJ� FODVV� DFWLRQ� DQG� HPSOR\PHQW� ODZ� ILUPV� LQ� &DOLIRUQLD� IRU�

DSSUR[LPDWHO\�� KRXUV���7KHUHDIWHU��,�FRQVXOWHG�ZLWK�WKH�DWWRUQH\V�DW�/DZ\HUV�IRU -XVWLFH��3&�IRU�

� KRXUV�WR�GLVFXVV�P\�VLWXDWLRQ��FRPSOH[�ZDJH�DQG�KRXU�FODVV�DFWLRQV�DQG�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�DFWLRQV�

XQGHU�WKH�3ULYDWH�$WWRUQH\V�*HQHUDO�$FW��³3$*$´��LQ�JHQHUDO��DQG�ZKDW�LW�PHDQW�WR�EH�D�QDPHG�

SODLQWLII��FODVV�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH��DQG�3$*$�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH���

�� ,� VSHQW� RYHU� � KRXUV� FRPPXQLFDWLQJ� ZLWK� P\� DWWRUQH\V� DQG� IXOILOOLQJ� P\�

UHVSRQVLELOLWLHV� DV� D� FODVV� UHSUHVHQWDWLYH� LQ� WKLV� FDVH�� ZKLFK� LQFOXGHG� JDWKHULQJ� GRFXPHQWV�

FRQFHUQLQJ�P\� HPSOR\PHQW�ZLWK�:RUG�	�%URZQ�� UHYLHZLQJ�GRFXPHQWV�ZLWK�P\� DWWRUQH\V��

DQVZHULQJ� WKHLU�TXHVWLRQV��SURYLGLQJ�JXLGDQFH�UHJDUGLQJ� WKH�ZRUN�SHUIRUPHG�E\�QRQ�H[HPSW�

HPSOR\HHV��DQG�KHOSLQJ�GHYHORS�D�VWUDWHJ\�DV�WR�ZKDW�GRFXPHQWV�DQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WR�REWDLQ�IURP�

:RUG�	�%URZQ���,�IUHTXHQWO\�FKHFNHG�LQ�ZLWK�P\�DWWRUQH\V�DQG�WKHLU�VWDII�WR�PDNH�VXUH�WKDW�WKH\�

KDG�P\�PRVW�FXUUHQW�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�DQ\�DGGLWLRQDO�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WKDW�,�KDG�REWDLQHG�

�� ,�ZDV�DYDLODEOH�WR�DQVZHU�DQ\�TXHVWLRQV�P\�DWWRUQH\V�KDG��DQG�DYDLODEOH�WR�VSHDN�

DQG�PHHW�ZLWK� WKHP�ZKHQHYHU� WKH\�QHHGHG�PH�� � ,� UHVSRQGHG� WR�P\� DWWRUQH\V� DV� TXLFNO\� DV�

SRVVLEOH�DQG�JDYH�WKHP�DV�PXFK�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DQG�LGHQWLILHG�DV�PDQ\�GRFXPHQWV�DV�,�FRXOG�� ,�
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VSHQW�DW�OHDVW�� DGGLWLRQDO�KRXUV�VSHDNLQJ�ZLWK�P\�DWWRUQH\V�DERXW�WKH�FDVH��LGHQWLI\LQJ�SRWHQWLDO�

ZLWQHVVHV��SURYLGLQJ�P\�DWWRUQH\V�ZLWK�GRFXPHQWV�DQG�LQIRUPDWLRQ�FRQFHUQLQJ�WKH�FDVH��DQG�

DOVR�GHVFULELQJ�SROLFLHV��SUDFWLFHV��DQG�SURFHGXUHV�RI�:RUG�	�%URZQ�

�� $V�IDU�DV�WKH�VHWWOHPHQW� LV�FRQFHUQHG��,�ZDV�DYDLODEOH�WR�UHYLHZ�GRFXPHQWV�DQG�

DQVZHU� DQ\� TXHVWLRQV� P\� DWWRUQH\V� KDG�� � ,� VSHQW� DERXW� �� KRXUV� UHYLHZLQJ� WKH� VHWWOHPHQW�

GRFXPHQWV�DQG�DERXW�� KRXU�DVNLQJ�TXHVWLRQV�DQG�GLVFXVVLQJ�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�VHWWOHPHQW�ZLWK�P\�

DWWRUQH\V�EHIRUH�VLJQLQJ�WKH�VHWWOHPHQW�SDSHUV��

�� ,�EHOLHYH�WKDW�,�KDYH�GRQH�HYHU\WKLQJ�WKDW�P\�DWWRUQH\V�KDYH�DVNHG�RI�PH�DQG�KDYH�

WULHG��WR�WKH�EHVW�RI�P\�DELOLW\��WR�UHSUHVHQW�WKH�FODVV���,�WKLQN�P\�HIIRUWV�KHOSHG�WR�JHW�WKH�UHVXOW�

REWDLQHG�LQ� WKLV�FDVH��DQG�DV�D�FODVV�DQG�3$*$�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�� ,�UHVSHFWIXOO\�UHTXHVW� WKDW� WKH�

&RXUW�DZDUG�PH�D�VHUYLFH�SD\PHQW�LQ�WKH�DPRXQW�RI�����������IRU�P\�DFWLYH�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�WKLV�

FDVH���7DNLQJ�LQWR�FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�WKH�WLPH�WKDW�,�KDYH�GHGLFDWHG�WR�WKLV�FDVH��,�EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKLV�

DPRXQW�LV�UHDVRQDEOH�

�� ,�DP�QRW�UHODWHG�WR�DQ\RQH�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�/DZ\HUV�IRU�-XVWLFH��3&�

�� ,� KDYH� QRW� HQWHUHG� LQWR� DQ\� XQGLVFORVHG� DJUHHPHQWV�� QRU� KDYH� ,� UHFHLYHG� DQ\�

XQGLVFORVHG� FRPSHQVDWLRQ� LQ� WKLV� FDVH�� � 7KH� RQO\� FRPSHQVDWLRQ� ,� ZLOO� UHFHLYH� LV� ZKDWHYHU�

DPRXQW�WKH�&RXUW�DZDUGV�DV�D�VHUYLFH�SD\PHQW��DV�ZHOO�DV�P\�VKDUH�RI�WKH�VHWWOHPHQW�IXQG�DV D�

FODVV�PHPEHU���

,� GHFODUH� XQGHU� SHQDOW\� RI� SHUMXU\� XQGHU� WKH� ODZV� RI� WKH� 6WDWH� RI�&DOLIRUQLD� WKDW� WKH�

IRUHJRLQJ�LV�WUXH�DQG�FRUUHFW�

([HFXWHG�RQ�BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB��DW�(O�&DKRQ��&DOLIRUQLD�

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB
6KHUHH�:LOOLV

(OHFWURQLFDOO\�6LJQHG ��������������������87&�����������������

$VVXUH6LJQ� G����I�H��F�G���DI���H��DG�������FF�

����������


