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SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES - SPRING STREET COURTHOUSE

FIDEL RIVERA, individually, and on
behalf of other aggrieved employees
pursuant to the California Private Attorneys
General Act;

Plaintiff,
VS.
BASMAT, INC., d/b/a MCSTARLITE

COMPANY, an unknown business entity; and
DOES 1 through 100, inclusive,

Defendants.

Case No.: 20STCV35714

Honorable William F. Highberger
Department SSC10

DECLARATION OF FIDEL RIVERA IN
SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFF’S MOTION
FOR APPROVAL OF PRIVATE
ATTORNEYS GENERAL ACT (CAL.
LAB. CODE § 2698, ET SEQ.)
SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT AND
AWARD OF ATTORNEYS’ FEES AND
COSTS, GENERAL RELEASE FEE,
AND SETTLEMENT
ADMINISTRATION COSTS

[Notice of Motion and Motion for Approval
of Private Attorneys General Act (Cal. Lab.
Code § 2698, Et Seq.); Settlement
Agreement and Award of Attorneys’ Fees
and Costs; General Release Fee, and
Settlement Administration Costs;
Declaration of Plaintiff’s Counsel (Tara
Zabehi); and [Proposed] Order and
Judgment filed concurrently herewith]

Date: October 30, 2024
Time: 3:00 p.m.
Department: SSC10

Complaint Filed: September 18, 2020
FAC Filed: May 24,2021
SAC Filed: October 8, 2021
Trial Date: None Set
Department: SSC10
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DECLARATION OF FIDEL RIVERA

I, FIDEL RIVERA, hereby declare as follows:

1. I am over 18 years of age and a resident of California. I am the named plaintiff in
the above-captioned case. I have personal knowledge of the facts and statements set forth in this
declaration, and if called upon to testify, I could and would competently testify thereto.

2. I was employed by Basmat, Inc., d/b/a McStarlite Company (“Defendant”) in an
hourly-paid position as a Packing and Shipping worker from approximately March 2016 to
approximately November 2019. I decided to seek legal advice about my work experience with
Defendant. I contacted Lawyers for Justice, PC and spoke with attorneys there. I wanted to do
whatever 1 could to make sure Defendant was held accountable and stopped its practice of not
properly compensating aggrieved employees. After speaking with the attorneys, I investigated
representative action lawsuits on my own and did some research into the leading employment
law firms in California for approximately 6 hours. Thereafter, I consulted with the attorneys at
Lawyers for Justice, PC for 11 hours discussing my situation, representative actions in general,
and what it meant to bring an action under the California Private Attorneys General Act
(“PAGA”).

3. I have spent over 15 hours communicating with my attorneys regarding the case
and fulfilling my responsibilities as a PAGA representative, which included gathering documents
concerning my employment with Defendant, reviewing documents with my attorneys and
answering their questions, providing information regarding the duties of non-exempt, hourly-
paid employees, and helping develop a strategy as to what documents and information to obtain
from Defendant. I routinely checked in with my attorneys and their staff to make sure that they
had my most current information and any additional information that I had obtained.

4. I was available to answer any questions my attorneys had, and available to speak
and meet with my attorneys whenever they needed me. I responded to them as quickly as
possible and gave them as much information and identified as many documents as I could. I
spent at least 11 additional hours speaking with my attorneys about the case, identifying

potential witnesses, providing my attorneys with documents and information concerning the
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case, and also describing policies, practices, and procedures of Defendant.

5. I spent about 5 hours reviewing the settlement agreement and about 4 hours
asking questions and discussing the potential settlement with my attorneys before signing the
settlement agreement.

6. I believe that I have done everything that my attorneys have asked of me and have
tried, to the best of my ability, to represent and seek relief for the aggrieved employees and the
State of California. I think my efforts helped to get the result obtained in this case.

7. I respectfully request that the Court award me a general release fee in the amount
of $7,500.00 for my active participation in this case. Taking into consideration the time that I
have dedicated to this case, I believe that this amount is reasonable.

8. I am not related to anyone associated with Lawyers for Justice, PC.

9. I have not entered into any undisclosed agreements, nor have I received any
undisclosed compensation in this case. The only compensation I will receive is whatever amount
the Court awards as a general release fee, as well as my individual share of the settlement as an
aggrieved employee.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the
foregoing is true and correct.

Executed thi§ _ day of September 2024, at Los Angeles, California.

ical 024-09-11 02:12:27 UTC - 172.58.210.10°

Etectronically Signed
Nintex AssureSign®. C_W @M—/ e?ccaﬁl’r29r,04(ﬂeadmmemﬂ"ﬂj

Fidel Rivera
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Arby Aiwazian (Numero de matricula del Colegio de Abogados del Estado [State Bar Number,

SBN] 269827)

Joanna Ghosh (SBN 272479)

Tara Zabehi (SBN 314706)
LAWYERS for JUSTICE, PC
410 West Arden Avenue, Suite 203
Glendale, California 91203

Prepared by California Center for
Translation & Interpretation
www.cacfti.com

Tel.: (818) 265-1020 / Fax: (818) 265-1021 Certified Translation

Abogados del Demandante

Doc#t 181T Date; 9/9/24

TRIBUNAL DE PRIMERA INSTANCIA DEL ESTADO DE CALIFORNIA

PARA EL CONDADO DE LOS ANGELES - PALACIO DE JUSTICIA DE SPRING

FIDEL RIVERA, individualmente y en
representacion de otros empleados
agraviados conforme a la Ley General de
Abogados Privados de California;

Demandante,
V.
BASMAT, INC., cuyo nombre comercial
es MCSTARLITE COMPANY, entidad

empresarial desconocida; y personas no
identificadas de 1 a 100, inclusive,

Demandados.

STREET

Causa Nro.: 20STCV35714

Honorable William F. Highberger
Departamento SSC10

DECLARACION DE FIDEL RIVERA EN APOYO
DE LA MOCION DEL DEMANDANTE PARA QUE
SE APRUEBE EL ACUERDO TRANSACCIONAL
EN VIRTUD DE LA LEY GENERAL DE
ABOGADOS PRIVADOS (CODIGO LABORAL DE
CALIFORNIA § 2698, Y SS.) Y SE CONCEDAN
HONORARIOS DE ABOGADOS Y COSTAS,
PAGO EN CONCEPTO DE LIBERACION
GENERAL DE RECLAMOS Y COSTOS DE
ADMINISTRACION DEL ACUERDO

[Notificaciéon de Mocién y Mocién para la Aprobacién de
Acuerdo Transaccional en virtud de la Ley General de
Abogados Privados (Cédigo Laboral de California § 2698 y
ss.); Concesion de Honorarios de Abogados y Costas, Pago en
concepto de Liberaciéon General de Reclamos, y Costos de
Administracién del Acuerdo; Declaracién del Abogado del
Demandante (Tara Zabehi); y Resoluciéon y Sentencia
[Propuestas] presentadas simultdneamente con el presente
documento]

N NN N
e <IN e Y, |

Fecha: 30 de octubre de 2024
Hora: 3:00 p.m.

Departamento: SSC10

Presentacién de la demanda: 18 de septiembre de 2020

Presentacién de primera

demanda enmendada: 24 de mayo de 2021
Presentacién de segunda

demanda enmendada: 8 de octubre de 2021
Fecha del juicio: No fijada
Departamento: SSC10

DECLARACION DE FIDEL RIVERA
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DECLARACION DE FIDEL RIVERA

Yo, FIDEL RIVERA, declaro lo siguiente:

1. Soy mayor de 18 afios y residente de California. Soy el demandante nombrado en
la causa mencionada anteriormente. Tengo conocimiento personal de los hechos y las
declaraciones que se exponen en esta declaracidn, y si se me pidiera testificar, podria hacerlo de
manera competente y lo haria.

2. Fui empleado de Basmat, Inc., que opera bajo el nombre comercial de McStarlite
Company (“Demandado’) en un puesto con remuneracion por hora como trabajador de Embalaje
y Envio, aproximadamente desde marzo de 2016 hasta noviembre de 2019. Decidi buscar
asesoramiento legal sobre mi experiencia laboral con el Demandado. Me puse en contacto con
Lawyers for Justice, PC y hablé con los abogados de alli. Queria hacer todo lo posible para
asegurarme de que el Demandado asuma la responsabilidad y detuviera su practica de no
compensar adecuadamente a los empleados agraviados. Después de hablar con los abogados,
investigué las acciones de clase por mi cuenta e indagué un poco sobre los principales despachos
de abogados especializados en materia laboral de California durante aproximadamente 6 horas.
Luego, hice una consulta con los abogados de Lawyers for Justice, PC de 11 horas de duracion
para discutir mi situacion, las acciones de representacion en general y lo que significaba presentar
una accion en virtud de la Ley General de Abogados Privados de California (California Private
Attorneys General Act, “PAGA”).

3. He pasado més de 15 horas comunicindome con mis abogados con respecto a la
causa y cumpliendo con mis responsabilidades como representante de la PAGA, lo cual incluyé
recopilar documentos relacionados con mi empleo con el Demandado, revisar documentos con
mis abogados y responder sus preguntas, proporcionar informacion sobre los deberes de los
empleados no exentos que percibian remuneracion por hora, y ayudar a desarrollar una estrategia
respecto de qué documentos e informacién era necesario obtener del Demandado. Me
comunicaba periddicamente con mis abogados y su personal para asegurarme de que tuvieran mi
informacion mas actualizada y cualquier informacion adicional que hubiera obtenido.

4. Estaba disponible para responder cualquier pregunta que tuvieran mis abogados,
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como asi también para hablar y reunirme con ellos cuando fuera necesario. Les respondia lo mas
rapido posible y les daba toda la informacién que podia e identificaba tantos documentos como
podia. Pasé al menos 11 horas adicionales hablando con mis abogados sobre la causa,
identificando posibles testigos, proporcionando a mis abogados documentos e informacién sobre
la causa, y también describiendo las politicas, las practicas y los procedimientos del Demandado.

5. Pasé alrededor de 5 horas revisando el acuerdo transaccional y alrededor de 4
horas haciendo preguntas y discutiendo el posible acuerdo con mis abogados antes de firmar el
acuerdo transaccional.

6. Creo que hice todo lo que mis abogados me han pedido e intenté, 1o mejor que he
podido, representar y buscar reparacion para los empleados agraviados y el Estado de California.
Creo que mis esfuerzos ayudaron a conseguir el resultado obtenido en esta causa.

7. Solicito respetuosamente que el Tribunal me conceda un pago en concepto de
liberacion general de reclamos por la cantidad de USD 7.500,00 por mi participacién activa en

esta causa. Teniendo en cuenta el tiempo que he dedicado a esta causa, creo que este importe es

razonable.
8. No estoy relacionado con nadie asociado con Lawyers for Justice, PC.
9. No he celebrado ningliin acuerdo no declarado, ni he recibido ninguna

compensacion no declarada en esta causa. La tinica compensacion que recibiré es el importe que
el Tribunal me otorgue como pago en concepto de liberacion general de reclamos, como asi
también mi parte individual del acuerdo como empleado agraviado.

Declaro bajo pena de perjurio conforme a las leyes del Estado de California que lo que
antecede es verdadero y correcto.

Firmado a losL0__ dias de septiembre de 2024, en Los Angeles, California.

El o 4-09-11 02:07:35 UTC - 172.58.210. 1o:|
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Fidel Rivera
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CALIFORNIA CENTER
FOR TRANSLATION AND
INTERPRETATION

CERTIFICATION OF TRANSLATION

This is to certify that California Center for Translation & Interpretation is an
official agency providing translation and interpretation services. We have hired a
professional translator to translate the attached document “declaration of Fidel
Rivera” from English to Spanish. The translator is fluent in both English and
Spanish languages and is fully competent to translate from English to Spanish.
The attached document is a true, accurate, and complete translation of the
original English document to the best of the translator’s knowledge and ability.
The translation of the 3-page source document is on 3 pages.

Executed at County: Los Angeles State: California

Romina Vosoughi

Typed Name of Translator/Representative
Date: September 9, 2024
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Signature

VOID IF ALTERED IN ANY WAY

California Center for Translation & Interpretation
www.cacfti.com
Telephone: (310) 584-7481 Email: info@cacfti.com
10940 Wilshire Blvd Suite #1600 Los Angeles, CA 90024




CERTIFICATION OF TRANSLATION

I, Laura Reinisch, do hereby certify that I am a professional translator of the Spanish
language, and I am fully competent to translate from English to Spanish. I am a member
of American Translators Association (ATA). I have translated the attached document
“Declaration of Fidel Rivera” from English to Spanish. The translation of the 3-page
source document is also on 3 pages.

I declare under penalty of perjury of the laws of the State of California that the foregoing
is a true, correct, and complete translation of the attached document to the best of my
ability and knowledge.

Executed at County: Orange  State: Florida

Date: September 9, 2024

Laura Reinisch { ey
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Typed Name of Translator Translator’s Signature

American Translators Association (ATA) Member Number #272431
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