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DECLARATION OF JAMES A. DE SARIO 

I, James A. De Sario, say and declare, as follows: 

1. I am an attorney at law, duly licensed to practice before all the Courts of the State of

4 California and I am associate of The Nourmand Law Firm, APC and counsel for ALBERTO 

5 MEZA SOLIS ("Plaintiff') in the matter entitled Faustino Ramos and Alberto Meza Solis v. Hyatt 

6 Die Cast and Engineering Corporation-South, et al. - Case Number 30-2020-01174518-CU-OE-

7 CXC, pending in the Orange County Superior Court. As such, I am familiar with the file in this 

8 matter and if called as a witness I could and would competently testify to the following facts of my 

9 own personal knowledge. 

10 2. This declaration is being submitted in support of the preliminary approval of the

11 class action settlement reached in this litigation. 

12 

13 3. 

Procedural History of the Case 

On July 2, 2021, Plaintiff filed a wage and hour Class Action Complaint 

14 ("Complaint") alleging claims for failure to pay overtime, failure to pay minimum wages, failure to 

15 provide meal periods, failure to provide rest periods, failure to pay all wages upon termination, 

16 failure to provide accurate wage statements and unfair competition (Solis Action). On March 1, 

17 2022, Plaintiff filed a First Amended Complaint in the Solis Action, which added a cause of action 

18 for civil penalties under the Private Attorney General Act of 2004 ("PAGA") for the asserted Labor 

19 Code violations. 

20 4. On September 9, 2021, the court related the Solis Action with a similar lawsuit

21 filed by plaintiff Faustino Ramos, entitled Ramos v. Hyatt Die Cast and Engineering Corporation-

22 South, et al., Case Number 30-2020-01174518 ("Ramos Action"). 

23 5. Plaintiffs in the Solis Action and Ramos Action participated in a full

24 day of mediation with Mr. Tripper Ortman on or about March 28, 2022, after conducting informal 

25 and formal discovery necessary to evaluate the asserted wage and hour Labor Code violations. 

26 Furthermore, counsel for the parties have investigated the law as applied to the facts discovered 

27 regarding the alleged claims of Plaintiffd and potential defenses thereto, and the potential damages 

28 claimed by Plaintiffs. Ultimately, the parties were able to reach a settlement. As part of the 
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1 settlement, it was agreed that a First Amended Complaint would be filed in the Ramos Action 

2 which added Plaintiff Solis, as a class representative, as well as any distinct factual allegations. 

3 After the First Amended Complaint is filed in the Ramos Action, the Solis Action would be 

4 dismissed without prejudice. 

5 6. On March 27, 2023, a First Amended Complaint was filed in the Ramos Action

6 which added Plaintiff Solis as a named representative. 

7 

8 7. 

Class Counsel Are Experienced Class Litieators 

I graduated from UCI with a B.A. in Political Science in 1998. Thereafter I 

9 attended University of West Los Angeles School of Law and graduated in 2006. I became a 

10 member of the California State Bar in March 2009. In February 2009 I became an associate at 

11 Kokozian & Nourmand LLP and thereafter in June 2010, I became a senior associate at The 

12 Nourmand Law Firm, APC. I exclusively represent employees in the area of employment law, 

13 wage and hour litigation on an individual and class wide basis. I am admitted to practice in all 

14 state courts in California, the United States District Courts of California - Central District, and 

15 Ninth Circuit Court of Appeal. I am also an active member of the California Employment 

16 Lawyer's Association ("CELA"). I was named as a Rising Star by Super Lawyers and recently 

17 selected as a Super Lawyer by Super Lawyers. 

18 8. Michael Nourmand, is the principal of The Nourmand Law Firm, APC, and

19 graduated from UCLA with a B.A. in Political Science (Cum Laude) in 1994. Thereafter Mr. 

20 Nourmand attended Loyola Law school and graduated in May of 1998. Mr. Nourmand became a 

21 member of the California State Bar in December 1998. In September 1999, Mr. Nourmand along 

22 with his former business partner Bruce Kokozian, started the law firm of Kokozian & Nourmand 

23 LLP and began to represent plaintiffs in the area of personal injury, insurance bad-faith, 

24 employment law, wage and hour, and class actions. In June 2010, Mr. Nourmand dissolved his 

25 partnership at Kokozian & Nourmand LLP and started The Nourmand Law Firm, APC exclusively 

26 representing plaintiffs in the areas of employment law, wage and hour, and class actions. Prior to 

27 starting his law firm, Mr. Nourmand worked for a plaintiff's law firm, Rose, Klein & Marias, Law 

28 Offices of Gary Bostwick and externed at the U.S. Attorney's Office, Civil Fraud Division and 

- 3 -

DECLARATION OF JAMES A. DE SARIO 



1 U.S. Bankruptcy Court, Honorable Judge Barry Russell. Mr. Nourmand is admitted to practice in

2 all state courts in California, the United States District Courts of California - Central District, 

3 Southern District, Ninth Circuit Court of Appeal, and the United States Supreme Court. In July 

4 2011 Mr. Nourmand was selected as one of 75 Top Labor & Employment Lawyers in California by 

5 the Daily Journal; in 2011 and 2012 Mr. Nourmand was selected as a Rising Star by Super 

6 Lawyers and in 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, and in 2022 he was 

7 selected as a Super Lawyer by Super Lawyers. Mr. Nourmand was selected for inclusion in The 

8 Best Lawyers in America for 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, and 2022. Mr. Nourmand is 

9 also an active member of the California Employment Lawyer's Association ("CELA"), National 

10 Employment Lawyer's Association ("NELA"), Consumer Attorneys Association of Los Angeles 

11 ("CAALA"), Consumer Attorneys of California ("CAOC"), California State Bar, Labor and 

12 Employment Section, and the Los Angeles County Bar. 

13 9. Class Counsel are respected members of the California Bar with strong records of

14 vigorous and effective advocacy of their clients, and they are experienced in handling complex 

15 class action litigation. 

16 10. Class Counsel are experienced in wage and hour class action litigation. The

17 Nourmand Law Firm, APC is currently acting as lead counsel in numerous other wage and hour 

18 class actions. Class Counsel have been appointed class counsel on several wage and hour and 

19 FACT A class actions. Thus, Class Counsel is sufficiently experienced and qualified to evaluate 

20 the Class Members' claims and viability of Defendants' defenses. 

21 

22 
I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the 

23 
foregoing is true and correct this 15th day of June 2023, at Beverly Hills, California. 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

- 4 -

DECLARATION OF JAMES A. DE SARIO 


