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This matter has come before the Honorable Katherine A. Bacal in Department 69 of the
Superior Court of the State of California, for the County of San Diego, on March 5, 2021 at 1:30
p-m. for Plaintifs Motion for Preliminary Approval of Class Action Settlement. Lawyers for
Justice, PC and CounselOne, PC appear as counsel for plaintiff Kim Aldridge (“Plaintiff’ or
“Class Representative™), individually and on behalf of all others similarly situated. Paul, Plevin,
Sullivan & Connaughton LLP appears as counsel for defendant Luth Research LLC
(“Defendant™).

The Court, having carefully considered the papers, argument of counsel, and all matters
presented to the Court, and good cause appearing, hereby GRANTS Plaintiff’s Motion for
Preliminary Approval of Class Action Settlement.

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED THAT:

1. The Court preliminarily approves the Class Action Settlement Agreement
(“Settlement” or “Settlement Agreement”), attached as “Exhibit 1” to the Declaration of Anthony
J. Orshansky in Support of Plaintiff’s Motion for Preliminary Approval of Class Action
Settlement. This is based on the Court’s determination that the Settlement falls within the range
of possible approval as fair, adequate, and reasonable.

2. This Order incorporates by reference the definitions in the Settlement Agreement,
and all capitalized terms defined therein shall have the same meaning in this Order as set forth in
the Settlement Agreement.

3. It appears to the Court on a preliminary basis that the Settlement is fair, adequate,
and reasonable. It appears to the Court that extensive investigation and research have been
conducted such that counsel for the parties at this time arc able to reasonably evaluate their
respective positions. It further appears to the Court that the Settlement, at this time, will avoid
substantial additional costs by all parties, as well as avoid the delay and risks that would be
presented by the further prosecution of the action. It further appeal;s that the Settlement has been
reached as the result of intensive, serious and non-collusive, arm’s-length negotiations, and was
entered into in good faith.
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4. The Court preliminarily finds that the Settlement, including the allocations for
Class Counsel’s Attorneys’ Fees, Litigation Costs and Expenses, PAGA payment to the LWDA,
Settlement Administration Expenses, Class Representative Enhancement, and payments to the
Settlement Class Members provided thereby, appears to be within the range of reasonableness of
a settlement that could ultimately be given final approval by this Court. Indeed, the Court has
reviewed the monetary recovery that is being granted as part of the Settlement and preliminarily
finds that the monetary settlement awards made available to the Settlement Class Members are
fair, adequate, and reasonable when balanced against the probable outcome of further litigation
relating to certification, liability, and damages.

5. The Court concludes that, for settlement purposes only, the Settlement Class meets
the requirements for certification under section 382 of the California Code of Civil Procedure in
that: (a) the Settlement Class is ascertainable and so numerous that joinder of all members of the
Settlement Class is impracticable; (b} common questions of law and fact predominate, and there
is a well-defined community of interest amongst the members of the Settlement Class with respect
to the subject matter of the litigation; (c) Plaintiff’s claims are typical of the claims of the members
of the Settlement Class; (d) Plaintiff will fairly and adequately protect the interests of the members
of the Settlement Class; (e) a class action is superior to other available methods for the efficient
adjudication of the controversy; and (f) Class Counsel are qualified to act as counsel for Plaintiff
in her individual capacity and as the representative of the Settlement Class.

6. The Court conditionally certifies, for settlement purposes only, the Class, defined
as follows:

All persons employed in California by Defendant as hourly-paid or non-
exempt employees at any time during the period from February 28, 2015
through May 31, 2020,

7. The Court provisionally appoints the law firms Lawyers for Justice, PC and
CounselOne, PC as counsel for the Seitlement Class (“Class Counsel”).

8. The Court provisionally appoints Plaintiff Kim Aldridge as the representative of
the Settlement Class (“Class Representative™).
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16. In the event the Settlement does not become effective in accordance with the terms
of the Settlement Agreement or the Settlement is not finally approved, this Order shall be rendered
null and void and shall be vacated, and the Parties shall revert to their respective positions as of
before entering into the Settlement Agreement.

17. The Court reserves the right to continue the date of the Final Approval Hearing
and any dates provided for in the Settlement Agreement without further notice to the Class
Members and retains jurisdiction to consider all further applications arising out of or connected

with the Settlement.

IT IS SO ORDERED.
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