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MATERN LAW GROUP, PC

Matthew J. Matern (SBN 159798)
Email: mmatern@maternlawgroup.com
Matthew W. Gordon (SBN 267971)

Email: mgordon@maternlawgroup.com
1230 Rosecrans Avenue, Suite 200
Manhattan Beach, CA 90266

Tel: (310) 531-1900

Fax: (310) 531-1901

MATERN LAW GROUP, PC

Nora R. Katz (SBN 353333)

Email: nkatz@maternlawgroup.com
1330 Broadway, Suite 436

Oakland, CA 94612

Tel: (310) 531-1900

Fax: (310) 531-1901

Attorneys for Plaintiffs BLANCA CATANO
and SILVIA URBIETA, individually, and on
behalf of others similarly situated

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COUNTY OF STANISLAUS

BLANCA CATANO and SILVIA URBIETA,
individually, and on behalf of others similarly
situated

Plaintiffs,

VS.
COMPASS FOODS, INC., a corporation;
AVITEK RECRUIT, INC., a corporation;
HUMAN BEES, INC., a corporation; and
DOES 1 through 50, inclusive,

Defendants.

Case No. CV-21-001610

[Assigned to the Honorable John D. Freeland,
Dept. 23]

DECLARATION OF BLANCA CATANO IN
SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFFS’ MOTION FOR

PRELIMINARY APPROVAL OF CLASS
ACTION AND PAGA SETTLEMENT

March 25, 2021
None Set

Complaint:
Trial Date:
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DECLARATION OF BLANCA CATANO

I, BLANCA CATANQO, declare as follows:

1. I am a named plaintiff in the above-captioned action, Catano v. Compass Foods, et.
al., Stanislaus County Superior Court Case No. CV-21-001610. I am submitting this declaration
on the basis of personal knowledge, except as to those matters stated on information and belief. If
called as a witness, I could and would readily and competently testify to the accuracy of the
statements set forth below.

2. I make this declaration in support of Plaintiff’s Motion for Preliminary Approval
of Class and Representative Action Settlement.

3. I was employed by Compass Foods and Human Bees (“Defendants™) as a non-
exempt meat cutter beginning in approximately June of 2019 at the processing facility in
Riverbank, California.

4. I have spent approximately 40 hours on this case, including, but not limited to,
meetings and conversations with my attorneys and their staff, searching for and producing
relevant documents, reviewing and responding to numerous sets of written discovery,
responding to questions from my attorneys and their staff, staying informed about updates in the
case, making myself available for the all-day mediation, and reviewing the settlement
documents. I estimate that I will spend an additional 1-2 hours on this case, including reviewing
and discussing my declaration in support of Plaintiffs’ motion for final approval with my
attorneys and remaining informed as to the case status up until final resolution.

5. I fully realized the risks I would be taking by pursuing this class action as a
named plaintiff and class representative. | knew that my future employers might conduct a
background check on me or otherwise find out about my participation in the lawsuit against a
previous employer and might retaliate against me as a result. I also knew that, as a class
representative, [ would be bearing risks that the absent Class Members would not be facing.

6. I also knew that I placed myself at a substantial risk, because if Defendants were
to prevail in this action I could have been liable for Defendants’ litigation costs. Yet, I felt so

strongly about standing up for the rights of Defendants’ employees that I participated fully in
-
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this lawsuit.

7. From the time I retained Matern Law Group, PC as my attorneys, I took an active
role in participating in decisions concerning the case, including settlement. I maintained regular
contact with my attorneys on the case to give them additional information and to keep myself
informed of the developments in the case. I made sure that [ understood everything that was
going on in the case so I could make the best informed decisions on behalf of the class and
myself.

8. I seek to be a class representative in this lawsuit. I understand that a class
representative: (a) represents the interests of all members of the class in litigation to recover
money damages or obtain injunctive relief for the class; (b) has claims that are typical of those
of the class, thus involving common issues of law or fact; (c) must consider the interests of the
class just as the class representative would consider his or her own interests and, in some cases,
put the interests of the class before his or her own interests; (d) actively participates in the
lawsuit, as necessary; (e) may be required to travel to give testimony; (f) recognizes and accepts
that any resolution of the lawsuit, by dismissal or settlement, is subject to court approval and
must be designed in the best interest of the class as a whole; (g) should follow the progress of
the lawsuit and provide all relevant facts to the lawyers for the class; and (h) volunteers to
represent or champion many other people with similar claims and injuries because of the
importance of the case and the necessity that all class members benefit from the lawsuit equally.

9. I understand that the members of the proposed class are similarly situated with
respect to a common course of conduct, policy, or practice. I believe that, during my
employment with Defendants, I was subjected to the same uniform policies, procedures, and
practices as other members of the proposed class with respect to meal periods, rest periods,
overtime wages, and wage statements.

10. As part of the Class and Representative Action Settlement, I am releasing all of
my individual claims arising from my employment with Defendants and waiving my rights
under California Civil Code § 1542 as to any and all claims against Defendants. I understand

that I am also releasing claims arising out of and relating to my employment with either Human
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Bees or with Compass, and specifically any claims that Compass was my joint employer while |
was directly employed by Human Bees. This release is a much more general and comprehensive
release than the release that applies to the other Class Members.

11. I believe that the requested $10,000.00 Class Representative Service Payment for
serving as a class representative is reasonable given the substantial time and effort I have spent
on behalf of the class and the risks I faced in serving as a named plaintiff and potential class
representative. Based on my information and belief, thousands of Class Members will receive
the opportunity to participate in the settlement and to recover payment for the alleged wage and
hour violations. Because I put myself on the line, each Class Member does not have to expend
his or her own time and resources to pursue legal action for unpaid wages individually. This
action would not have been possible without my active participation and my willingness to place
myself at risk for the sake of the other Class Members.

12. I believe that without my effort, this lawsuit would not have been brought on
behalf of Defendants’ non-exempt employees. Throughout the entire litigation, I did the best
that I could to represent the class and to look out for their interests. I do not believe that I have
any conflicts of interest with any other Class Member or interests that are adverse to the other
Class Members. As a class representative, [ will always consider the interests of Class Members
just as I would consider my own interests, and I understand that, in some cases, I must put the
interests of Class Members before my own interests. I have and will continue to actively
participate in the lawsuit, as necessary. I recognize and accept that any resolution of this lawsuit
is subject to court approval, and must be designed in the best interest of the class as a whole.

13. I am not aware of any actual or potential conflicts of interest with the Settlement
Administrator, CPT Group, Inc.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the
foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on Oct 7, 2024 at Empire Ca, , California.

Suat

Blanca Catano (Oct 7 2024 13:49 PDT)

BLANCA CATANO
4.
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MATERN LAW GROUP, PC

Matthew J. Matern (No. del Colegio de Abogados del Estado 159798)
Correo electronico: mmatern@maternlawgroup.com

Matthew W. Gordon (No. del Colegio de Abogados del Estado 267971)
Correo electronico: mgordon@maternlawgroup.com

1230 Rosecrans Avenue, Suite 200
Manhattan Beach, CA 90266
Teléfono: (310) 531-1900

Fax: (310) 531-1901

MATERN LAW GROUP, PC

Nora R. Katz (No. del Colegio de Abogados del Estado 353333)
Correo electronico: nkatz@maternlawgroup.com

1330 Broadway, Suite 436
Oakland, CA 94612
Teléfono: (310) 531-1900
Fax: (310) 531-1901

Abogados de las Demandantes BLANCA CATANO
y SILVIA URBIETA, individualmente, y en nombre

de otros en situacion similar

TRIBUNAL SUPERIOR DEL ESTADO DE CALIFORNIA

CONDADO DE STANISLAUS

BLANCA CATANO y SILVIA URBIETA,
individualmente, y en nombre de otros en
situacion similar

Demandantes,

VS.

COMPASS FOODS, INC., una corporacion;
AVITEK RECRUIT, INC., una corporacion;
HUMAN BEES, INC., una corporacion; y
DEMANDADOS DESCONOCIDOS del 1 al
50, inclusive,

Demandados.

Caso No. CV-21-001610

[Asignado al Honorable John D. Freeland,
Dept. 23]

DECLARACION DE BLANCA CATANO EN
APOYO DE LA MOCION DE LAS ]
DEMANDANTES PARA LA APROBACION
PRELIMINAR DE LA DEMANDA
COLECTIVAY EL ACUERDO DE PAGO

Demanda: Marzo 25,2021
Fecha del juicio:  Ninguna
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DECLARACION DE BLANCA CATANO

Yo, BLANCA CATANO, declaro lo siguiente:

1. Soy una demandante nombrada en la accion arriba mencionada, Catano v. Compass
Foods, et. al., Tribunal Superior del Condado de Stanislaus Caso No. CV-21-001610. Presento
esta declaracion en base a mi conocimiento personal, excepto en lo que respecta a los asuntos
declarados sobre informacion y creencia. En caso de ser llamada como testigo, podria y estaria
dispuesta y competentemente testificaria sobre la exactitud de las declaraciones que se exponen a
continuacion.

2. Hago esta declaracion en apoyo de la Mocion de las Demandantes para la
Aprobacion Preliminar del Acuerdo de Demanda Colectiva y Representativa.

3. Fui empleada por Compass Foods y Human Bees ("Demandados") como
cortadora de carne no exenta a partir de aproximadamente junio del 2019 en la instalacion de
procesamiento en Riverbank, California.

4. He pasado aproximadamente 40 horas en este caso, incluyendo, pero no limitado
a, reuniones y conversaciones con mis abogados y su personal, buscando y produciendo
documentos relevantes, revisando y respondiendo a numerosos conjuntos de descubrimiento
escrito, respondiendo a preguntas de mis abogados y su personal, manteniéndome informada
sobre las actualizaciones en el caso, poniéndome a disposicion para la mediacion de todo el dia
y revisando los documentos del acuerdo. Estimo que pasaré de 1 a 2 horas adicionales en este
caso, incluyendo la revision y discusion de mi declaracion en apoyo de la mocion de las
demandantes para la aprobacion final con mis abogados y manteniéndome informada sobre el
estado del caso hasta la resolucion final.

5. Me di cuenta plenamente de los riesgos que correria al interponer esta demanda
colectiva como demandante nombrada y representante del grupo. Sabia que mis futuros
empleadores podrian realizar una comprobacion de mis antecedentes o enterarse de otro modo
de mi participacion en la demanda contra un ex empleador y podrian tomar represalias contra mi
como consecuencia de ello. También sabia que, como representante de la clase, correria riesgos

que los Miembros de la Clase ausentes no afrontarian.
-
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6. También sabia que me exponia a un riesgo sustancial, porque si los Demandados
ganaban esta accion, yo podria haber sido responsable de los costos de litigacion de los
Demandados. Sin embargo, me senti tan fuertemente en defensa de los derechos de los
empleados de los Demandados que participé plenamente en esta demanda.

7. Desde el momento en que contraté a Matern Law Group, PC como mis abogados,
tomé un papel activo en la participacion de las decisiones relacionadas al caso, incluyendo el
acuerdo. Mantuve contacto regular con mis abogados en el caso para darles informacion
adicional y para mantenerme informada de los desarrollos en el caso. Me aseguré de que
entendia todo lo que estaba pasando en el caso para poder tomar las decisiones mejor informadas
en nombre de la clase y en el mio propio.

8. Solicito ser representante de la clase en esta demanda. Entiendo que un
representante de la clase: (a) representa los intereses de todos los miembros de la clase en el
litigio para recuperar dafios y perjuicios monetarios u obtener medidas cautelares para la clase;
(b) tiene reclamaciones que son tipicas de las de la clase, por lo que implican cuestiones
comunes de hecho o de derecho; (¢) debe considerar los intereses de la clase del mismo modo
que el representante de la clase consideraria sus propios intereses y, en algunos casos, anteponer
los intereses de la clase a los suyos propios; (d) participa activamente en la demanda, segun sea
necesario; (e) puede verse obligado a viajar para prestar testimonio; (f) reconoce y acepta que
cualquier resolucion de la demanda, por desestimacion o acuerdo, esta sujeta a la aprobacion del
tribunal y debe disefiarse en el mejor interés de la clase en su conjunto; (g) debe seguir el
progreso de la demanda y proporcionar todos los hechos relevantes a los abogados de la clase; y
(h) se ofrece voluntario para representar o defender a muchas otras personas con reclamaciones
y lesiones similares debido a la importancia del caso y a la necesidad de que todos los miembros
de la clase se beneficien de la demanda por igual.

9. Entiendo que los miembros de la clase propuesta se encuentran en una situacion
similar con respecto a una linea de conducta, politica o practica comin. Creo que, durante mi
empleo con los Demandados, estuve sujeta a las mismas politicas, procedimientos y practicas

uniformes que otros miembros de la clase propuesta con respecto a los periodos de comida,
3-
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periodos de descanso, salarios por horas extras y ndminas salariales.

10. Como parte del Acuerdo de Demanda Colectiva y Representativa, estoy
renunciando a todas mis reclamaciones individuales derivadas de mi empleo con los
Demandados y renunciando a mis derechos en virtud del Codigo Civil de California § 1542 en
cuanto a todas y cada una de las reclamaciones contra los Demandados. Entiendo que también
estoy renunciando a las reclamaciones que surjan de y relacionadas con mi empleo ya sea con
Human Bees o con Compass, y especificamente a cualquier reclamacion de que Compass era mi
empleador conjunto mientras yo estaba directamente empleada por Human Bees. Esta
exoneracion es una exoneracion mucho mas general y exhaustiva que la exoneracioén que se
aplica a los demas Miembros de la Clase.

11. Creo que los $10,000.00 solicitados como Pago del Servicio del Representante de
la Clase por actuar como representante de la clase es razonable dado el tiempo sustancial y
esfuerzo que he dedicado en nombre de la clase y los riesgos que enfrenté al servir como
demandante nombrada y potencial representante de la clase. Basandome en mi informacion y
creencia, miles de Miembros de la Clase recibiran la oportunidad de participar en el acuerdo y
recuperar el pago por las supuestas violaciones de salarios y horas. Dado que yo me pongo en
juego, cada Miembro de la Clase no tiene que gastar su propio tiempo y recursos para emprender
accion legal por salarios no pagados individualmente. Esta accion no habria sido posible sin mi
participacion activa y mi voluntad de ponerme en riesgo por el bien de los demas Miembros de
la Clase.

12. Creo que sin mi esfuerzo, esta demanda no se habria presentado en nombre de los
empleados no exentos de los Demandados. A lo largo de todo el litigio, hice todo lo que pude
para representar a la clase y velar por sus intereses. No creo tener ningiin conflicto de intereses
con ningun otro Miembro de la Clase ni intereses que sean adversos a los demas Miembros de la
Clase. Como representante de la clase, siempre tendré en cuenta los intereses de los Miembros
de la Clase del mismo modo que tendria en cuenta mis propios intereses, y comprendo que, en
algunos casos, debo anteponer los intereses de los Miembros de la Clase a mis propios intereses.

He participado y seguiré participando activamente en la demanda, seglin sea necesario.
4-
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Reconozco y acepto que cualquier resolucion de esta demanda esta sujeta a la aprobacion del
tribunal, y debe ser disefiada en el mejor interés de la clase en su conjunto.

13.  No tengo conocimiento de ninglin conflicto de intereses real o potencial con el
Administrador del Acuerdo, CPT Group, Inc.

Declaro bajo pena de perjurio en virtud de las leyes del Estado de California que lo que

antecede es verdadero y correcto.

Firmado el Oct7,2024 en Empire Ca, , California.

Blanca Catano (Oct 7, 2024 13:33 PDT)

BLANCA CATANO
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I, Ruth Reyes, declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that [ am
competent in the English and Spanish languages, and that I translated this declaration into Spanish prior to

the execution of this declaration.
Ruth Keves
Oct 4, 2024 Ruth Reyes (Oct 4,%024 20:06 PDT)
Date Ruth Reyes
-6-
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PROOF OF SERVICE

I am employed in the County of Los Angeles, State of California. I am over the age of 18
years, and not a party to this action. My business address is 1230 Rosecrans Avenue, Suite 200,

Manhattan Beach, California 90266.

On October 11, 2024, I served the following document or documents:

DECLARATION OF BLANCA CATANO IN SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFFS’ MOTION FOR
PRELIMINARY APPROVAL OF CLASS ACTION AND PAGA SETTLEMENT

X By e-mail or electronic transmission. I caused the documents to be sent to the person at
the e-mail addresses listed below. I did not receive, within a reasonable time after the
transmission, any electronic message or other indication that the transmission was

unsuccessful.

Charles Whitman, Esq.

Matthew Drenan, Esq.

Alicia Belock, Esq.

Grace Welter

BUCHALTER

655 West Broadway, Suite 1600

San Diego, CA 92101

Telephone: (619) 219-5335

E-mail: cwhitman@buchalter.com
mdrenan@buchalter.com
abelock@buchalter.com
gwelter@buchalter.com

Attorneys for Defendant HUMAN BEES,
INC. f/k/a AVITEK RECRUIT, INC.

Peter P. Woo, Esq.
JACKSON LEWIS P.C.

200 Spectrum Center Drive, Suite 500

Irvine, CA 92618
Telephone: (949) 885-1360
Facsimile: (949) 885-1380

Email: Peter. Woo@jacksonlewis.com

Attorney for Defendant COMPASS
FOODS, INC.

Liam N. Gaarder-Feingold, Esq.
JACKSON LEWIS P.C.

50 California Street, 9th Floor
San Francisco, CA 94111
Telephone: (916) 341-0404
Facsimile: (916) 341-0141

Email: Liam.GaarderFeingold@jacksonlewis.com

Attorneys for Defendant COMPASS
FOODS, INC.

X By electronic service. I caused the documents to be electronically transmitted to the State
of California Labor and Workforce Development Agency at https://dir.govfa.net/315. I did
not receive, within a reasonable time after the transmission, any electronic message or
other indication that the transmission was unsuccessful.

Attn: PAGA Administrator
1515 Clay Street, Ste. 801
Oakland, CA 94612

California Labor & Workforce
Development Agency

-1-
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I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the
foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on October 11, 2024 at Manhattan Beach, California.

Q0w

Hannah Ahn

-
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