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Eric K. Yaeckel [CSB No. 274608]
yaeckel@sullivanlawgroupapc.com
Ryan T. Kuhn [CSB No. 324538]
ryan@sullivanlawgroupapc.com 
Karoline D. Kitlowski [CSB No. 347692]
karoline@sullivanlawgroupapc.com

SULLIVAN & YAECKEL LAW GROUP, APC
2330 Third Avenue
San Diego, California 92101
(619) 702-6760 * (619) 702-6761 FAX

Attorneys for Plaintiff JAMES PACKES, individually, and on behalf of other members of the general
public similarly situated

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COUNTY OF ORANGE

JAMES PACKES, in a Representative
capacity only, and on behalf of other
members of the general public similarly
situated,

Plaintiff,

v.

SCHOOL OF ROCK LLC, a Delaware
Limited Liability Company; and DOES 1-10,
inclusive

Defendants
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CASE NO. 30-2021-01217507-CU-OE-CXC

SUPPLEMENTAL DECLARATION OF 
ERIC K. YAECKEL IN SUPPORT OF 
PLAINTIFF’S UNOPPOSED MOTION FOR 
FINAL APPROVAL OF (1) CLASS 
A C T I O N  S E T T L E M E N T ;  ( 2 ) 
ATTORNEYS’ FEES AND COSTS; and (3) 
CLASS REPRESENTATIVE AWARD

Date: July 28, 2023
Time: 10:00 a.m.
Dept.: CX105
Judge: Hon. Randall J. Sherman
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I, Eric K. Yaeckel , hereby declare as follows:

1. I am an attorney licensed to practice law before this Court and am employed with the law firm

of Sullivan & Yaeckel Law Group, APC, attorneys of record for Plaintiff JAMES PACKES

individually, and on behalf of other members of the general public similarly situated

2. I make this supplemental declaration in support of the Unopposed Motion for Final Approval

of Class Action Settlement.  I am personally familiar with the facts set forth in this declaration

and I make this declaration based on my personal knowledge.  If called to testify, I could and

would do so competently.

Class Definition

3. At the time of the settlement and for purposes of mediation (in or around March of 2022) the

Defendant's records showed there would be approximately 6.942 workweeks and

approximately 145 employees that would have worked from the beginning of the limitations

period through the time of settlement.  

4. The original preliminary approval hearing was set for August 26, 2022. However, the Court

requested supplemental briefing. Preliminary approval was eventually granted, but not until

January 6, 2023. 

Billing Performed on this Matter

5. To confirm, our office detailed the hours and general tasks billed by each attorney, in line with

the instruction from the Orange County Superior Court on past class action cases that

submitting actual billing records was burdensome for the Court and not necessary.

6. However, as requested in the recent ruling,  I am hereby providing further specificity as to the

actual hours billed by each of the attorneys in my firm. 

7. As set forth in Plaintiff’s moving papers, my partner Mr. Sullivan  billed for 25.1 hours at an 

hourly rate of $660. This is further broken down as follows.

a. His work included much of the preliminary investigation. This included, inter alia,

extensive document review and a heavy focus on the key facts which go to class

certification elements, including adequacy, typicality, common questions. This also
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included a detailed investigation into the background of James Packes and the merits

of his alleged claims. He also performed an extensive analysis into both Defendants

organizational structures, the relationship between various similar entities, and industry

in which Defendants operate. In total, these tasks accounted for 21.9 of the total hours

he billed in this matter. 

b. Mr. Sullivan also interviewed the client and two other class members during the

pendency of this action and prior to settlement. In total, these tasks accounted for 3.2

of the total hours he billed in this matter.  

 8. As set forth in Plaintiff’s moving papers, I billed for 71.1  hours at an  hourly rate of $540. This

is further broken down as follows.

a. I served as the was the partner primarily assigned to oversee and supervise the "day to

day" activity of the primary associates.  This included reviewing and editing pleadings,

reviewing and editing all discovery sought (both formally and informally), holding

meetings to discuss case strategy, and reviewing and editing all meet and confer

correspondence. In total, these tasks accounted for 20.1 of the total hours I billed in this

matter.  

b. I also served as the primary point of contact with Defense counsel on all email and

telephone calls. There were numerous exchanges both prior to and after the settlement.

My primary point of contact was defense counsel Tim Keegan. In total, these

communications accounted for 11.7 of the total hours I billed in this matter.

c. I also spent time preparing for a potential deposition of a "person most knowledgeable"

on employee compensation, and meal and rest period, policies and practices. The

deposition did not end up going forward. However, I spent at least 6.7 hours on this

task. 

d. After the initial consultation, I handled the majority of all client interactions. The

Plaintiff and I spent substantial time reviewing and analyzing Defendant’s document

production to prepare for mediation. In total this accounted for 10.5 of the hours I
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billed in this matter. 

e. I spent time supervising the preparation of the mediation brief and preparing the

damage calculations for use in settlement discussions. In total, these tasks accounted

for 4.0 of the total hours I billed in this matter.

f. I also spent significant time preparing for and appearing at both mediation sessions in

this matter.  In total, these tasks accounted for 11.6 of the total hours I billed in this

matter.  

g. I have supervised on all matters since reaching the settlement. This includes reviewing

associate drafts of all drafting all settlement agreements, class notices, drafts of all

motions (preliminary and final) for settlement approval. In total, these tasks accounted

for 6.5 of the total hours I billed in this matter. 

9. As set forth in Plaintiff’s moving papers, the associate attorneys who worked on this matter

billed 42.3 hours at an hourly rate of $360.  This is further broken down as follows.

a. The associates attorneys performed an analysis of Defendants' documents and records,

in preparation for mediation and a potential class certification motion. The associates

also performed detailed analysis of employment records to determine "commonality"

and damages. In total, these tasks accounted for 10.6 of the total hours billed in this

matter.

b. The associates were also assigned to preparing the pleadings, discovery creation and

review, the preparation of "meet and confer" letters and some limited contact with

defense counsel. In total, these tasks accounted for 8.2 of the total hours billed in this

matter.

c. The associates also performed legal research. The research was centered primarily on

any updates to the law on uncompensated time, meal periods, rest periods, overtime

rate of pay calculations and reimbursement issues. The research also focused on all

controlling law relevant to a class certification motion. Additional analysis and

research was performed as to estimated exposure and Defendants viability to pay a
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large judgment. In total, these tasks accounted for 11.6 of the total hours billed in this

matter.

d. The associates also spent time preparing the first drafts of all settlement documents and

approval motions. In total, these tasks accounted for 11.9 of the total hours billed in

this matter.

10. Some additional costs have been incurred since final approval. Plaintiff will also “write off”

all legal research costs and travel fees. Accordingly, Plaintiff now seeks costs in an amount

totaling $8,652.22. The italicized portions of the declaration below provide further specificity

of the costs that were first requested at the original final approval hearing. 

a. Filing and appearance fees (including the Complaint, numerous motions, and

all other pleadings, all e-file charges, court calls, LWDA filing fees and

attorney messenger (service and delivery) fees) totaled $2,255.57. These

invoices are attached. See Exhibit A.

b. Mediation fees totaled $6,250.00. This invoice is attached. See Exhibit B.

c. I approximate my office has expended $124.15 in copies and $22.50 in postage

fees in this matter.  Invoices for postage are attached as Exhibit C. Copy costs

were approximated to the best of our ability based a rate of ten cents a page. 

11. In line with the Court’s ruling, the Administration costs will be capped at $3,000. Class

counsel will agree to pay the administrator out of its own fee award to make up the difference.

I declare under penalty of perjury, under the laws of the State of California , that the foregoing

is true and correct. Executed on this 6th day of July, 2023.

                                                
ERIC K. YAECKEL
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