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Janelle Carney, Esq. (Bar No. 201570) 
JANELLE CARNEY – ATTORNEY AT LAW, APC 
14758 Pipeline Ave., Suite E, 2nd Floor 
Chino Hills, CA 91709 
Tel.: (909) 521-9609 / Fax: (909) 393-0471 
Email: Janelle@JanelleCarneyLaw.com  
 
Manny Starr (319778) 
manny@frontierlawcenter.com     
Adam Rose (210880) 
adam@frontierlawcenter.com  
FRONTIER LAW CENTER 
23901 Calabasas Road, #2074 
Calabasas, CA 91302 
Telephone: (818) 914-3433 
Facsimile: (818) 914-3433 
 
Attorney for Plaintiff and all others  
similarly situated and the general public 

 
 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
 

FOR THE COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA 
 
 

 
RORY MASSEY, on behalf of himself and all 
others similarly situated and the general public, 
 
                Plaintiffs, 
 
        v. 
 
MANN+HUMMEL WATER AND FLUID 
SOLUTIONS, INC., a Delaware corporation; 
MICRODYN-NADIR US, INC., a business form 
unknown; and DOES 1 to 100, inclusive, 
 
                 Defendants 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Case No.: 21CV02965 
Hon. Colleen K. Sterne  
Dept. 5 
CLASS ACTION 
 
DECLARATION OF MANNY STARR 
IN SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFF’S 
MOTION FOR PRELIMINARY 
APPROVAL OF CLASS ACTION 
SETTLEMENT 
 
Date:  November 28, 2022 
Time: 10:00 a.m. 
Dept.: 5 
 

 )  
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DECL. OF MANNY STARR ISO PLAINTIFF’S MOTION FOR PRELIMINARY APPROVAL 
 

 

I, Manny Starr, declare the following: 

1. I am one of the attorneys representing plaintiff Rory Massey in the above captioned 

action. I am one of the managing partners of Frontier Law Center. Employment law is my primary 

area of practice. I have personal knowledge of the facts in this declaration and if called on to testify 

about the facts I could and would competently do so. 

2. My firm, along with Janelle Carney – Attorney At Law, APC, have diligently 

litigated this case since it was filed on July 27, 2021. 

3. The parties attended mediation with experienced employment law mediator Steven 

G. Mehta on August 25, 2022. 

4. Through informed, arm’s length negotiations, and with the assistance of a neutral 

mediator, the parties were able to settle this Class Action for $800,000. 

5. I believe this settlement is fair and reasonable given the facts of the case, the 

affirmative defenses, the risks that Plaintiff faced in litigating this case, and based on my 

assessment as an experienced employment law attorney. 

6.   In terms of my experience in this field, I have been named as Class Counsel in 

several Class Actions, and have been lead counsel in numerous representative PAGA settlements 

that have been granted approval, including the following: 

a. Joshua Albright, et al. v. Loma Linda Shared Services, Case No. CIVDS1818361: 

Class action and PAGA case involving failure to pay wages, meal and rest break 

violations, and failure to indemnify work related expenses; $600,000.00 

settlement; final approval granted; 

b. Tri Nguyen v First Alarm Security & Patrol, Inc., Case No. 18CV332369: class 

action and PAGA case on behalf of security guards involving various wage and 

hour issues; $7,250,000 settlement; final approval granted; 

c. Ronnie McNeal v. Platinum Security, Inc., Case No. 19STCV05709: PAGA action 

on behalf of security guards involving meal and rest break violations and failure to 

pay wages in a timely manner; $300,000 settlement; PAGA settlement approved; 

d. Adolph Cruz, et al v. Holder Construction Group, LLC, Case No. 19CV341862: 

PAGA action on behalf of construction workers involving off the clock work and 
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meal and rest break violations; $500,000 settlement; PAGA settlement approved; 

e. Mervyn Cole v. Saucey, Inc. Case No. BC707895: class action and PAGA case 

involving misclassification of employees and other wage and hour issues; 

$590,000 settlement; final approval granted; 

f. Kevin Hernandez v. Contemporary Services Corporation, Case No. BC684206: 

PAGA action on behalf of security guards involving various wage and hour issues; 

$795,000 settlement; PAGA settlement approved; 

g. Keosia Green v. American Guard Services, Inc. Case No. BC688437: PAGA 

action on behalf of security guards involving wage and hour issues; $315,000 

settlement; PAGA settlement approved;  

h. James Rushing v. Security Intelligence Specialist Corporation, Case No. 18-civ-

1808, class action and PAGA case on behalf of security guards for breaks and 

wage statement violations; $480,000 settlement; final approval granted; 

i. Veronica Espinoza v. Sharp HealthCare, Case No. 37-2018-00034031-CU-OE-

CTL, class action and PAGA case on behalf of hospital employees relating to meal 

and rest break violations, among other things; $2,125,000 settlement; final 

approval granted; and 

j. Anthony Gaines, et al. v. Triple Canopy, Inc., l Case No. 9CV345l69, class action 

and PAGA case on behalf of approximately 550 security guards relating to meal 

and rest break violations and other wage and hour issues; $2,300,000 settlement; 

final approval granted. 

6. Plaintiff’s counsel has spent a significant amount of time on this case, including 

communicating with the client, evaluating and analyzing the legal theories, drafting and filing 

PAGA letters, drafting the pleadings, engaging in both formal and informal discovery, engaging an 

expert to perform an analysis on the time and payroll records, and preparing for and attending 

mediation. 

7. To date, the attorneys at our firm have collectively spent 100.60 hours litigating this 

case, totaling $55,930.00 in fees at their various billable rates. Specifically, attorney Adam Rose 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 

 

 

-3- 
DECL. OF MANNY STARR ISO PLAINTIFF’S MOTION FOR PRELIMINARY APPROVAL 

 

 

has spent 31 hours working on this case at a rate of $750 per hour, attorney Dan Ginzburg has spent 

32 hours working on this case at a rate of $375 per hour, and I have spent 37.60 hours working on 

this case at a rate of $550 per hour. 

8. A true and correct copy of our firm’s billable time is attached to this declaration as 

Exhibit 1.  

9. I expect to spend additional time working on this case throughout the approval and 

settlement administration process. 

10. To date, my firm has incurred $4,530.94 in costs. A true and correct copy of my 

firm’s costs is attached to this declaration as Exhibit 2. 

11. I support a $7,500 enhancement payment to Plaintiff Rory Massey. I believe an 

enhancement of $7,500 is fair and justified because Mr. Massey brought this case and the Class 

Members will all benefit as a result of this settlement. Furthermore, Mr. Massey spent numerous 

hours communicating with his attorneys, assisting in their information gathering, and being 

involved in the mediation process. 

12. Based on the foregoing, I respectfully request the Court to preliminarily approve this 

settlement. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the law of the State of California that the foregoing 

is true and correct. 

Date: October 10, 2022          

         Manny Starr 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exhibit 1 



Bi As
 o
f 2

02
2‐
10

‐1
0 
17

:4
9:
21

 P
ac
ifi
c 
St
an
da
rd
 T
im

e/
PS
T 
• 
G
en

er
at
ed

 b
y 
M
an
ny

 S
ta
rr
 •
 S
or
te
d 
by

 B
ill
 R
at
e 
(A
sc
en

di
ng
)

To
ta
l B
ill
ab
le
s:
 $
55

,9
30

.0
0

Bi
ll 
Ra

te
H
ou

rs
 B
ill
ed

D
at
e

Bi
lli
ng

 F
or
:

Se
ni
or
 P
ar
tn
er
 ‐ 
$7

50
1.
1
7/
7/
20

21
An

al
yz
e 
w
ag
e 
st
at
m
en

ts
Se
ni
or
 P
ar
tn
er
 ‐ 
$7

50
0.
2
8/
7/
20

21
Co

nf
irm

 c
as
e 
fil
ed

Se
ni
or
 P
ar
tn
er
 ‐ 
$7

50
2.
2
9/
27

/2
02

1
Re

vi
ew

 o
ut
go
in
g 
di
sc
ov
er
y

Se
ni
or
 P
ar
tn
er
 ‐ 
$7

50
2.
2
10

/4
/2
02

1
Re

vi
ew

 in
co
m
in
g 
di
sc
ov
er
y

Se
ni
or
 P
ar
tn
er
 ‐ 
$7

50
1.
6
9/
27

/2
02

1
Re

vi
ew

 e
m
ai
l r
e:
 c
on

te
m
pl
at
ed

 d
em

ur
re
r a

nd
 p
er
fo
rm

 re
la
te
d 
re
se
ar
ch

Se
ni
or
 P
ar
tn
er
 ‐ 
$7

50
1.
8
9/
20

/2
02

1
Re

vi
ew

 fi
rs
t a

m
en

de
d 
co
m
pl
ai
nt

Se
ni
or
 P
ar
tn
er
 ‐ 
$7

50
0.
3
10

/1
9/
20

21
Re

vi
ew

 o
rd
er
 a
llo
w
in
g 
a 
SA

C
Se
ni
or
 P
ar
tn
er
 ‐ 
$7

50
1.
1
12

/2
/2
02

1
Re

vi
ew

 C
M
C 
st
at
em

en
ts

Se
ni
or
 P
ar
tn
er
 ‐ 
$7

50
0.
3
12

/1
4/
20

21
Lo
ca
te
 Z
oo

m
 in
fo
rm

at
io
n

Se
ni
or
 P
ar
tn
er
 ‐ 
$7

50
0.
5
2/
28

/2
02

2
Co

nf
irm

 m
ed

ia
tio

n
Se
ni
or
 P
ar
tn
er
 ‐ 
$7

50
0.
6
6/
15

/2
02

2
Re

vi
ew

 st
at
us
 c
on

fe
re
nc
e 
st
at
em

en
t

Se
ni
or
 P
ar
tn
er
 ‐ 
$7

50
0.
7
7/
6/
20

22
Re

vi
ew

 st
ip
ul
at
io
n 
to
 st
ay

Se
ni
or
 P
ar
tn
er
 ‐ 
$7

50
3.
3
8/
12

/2
02

2
In
iti
al
 re

vi
ew

 m
ed

ia
tio

n 
br
ie
f

Se
ni
or
 P
ar
tn
er
 ‐ 
$7

50
3.
1
8/
18

/2
02

2
Fu
rt
he

r h
el
p 
ed

it 
m
ed

ia
tio

n 
br
ie
f

Se
ni
or
 P
ar
tn
er
 ‐ 
$7

50
2.
3
8/
21

/2
02

2
Re

vi
ew

 M
O
U

Se
ni
or
 P
ar
tn
er
 ‐ 
$7

50
2.
1
8/
29

/2
02

2
Fu
rt
he

r e
di
ts
 to

 th
e 
M
O
U

Se
ni
or
 P
ar
tn
er
 ‐ 
$7

50
2.
1
9/
8/
20

22
Re

vi
ew

 se
tt
le
m
en

t a
gr
ee
m
en

t
Se
ni
or
 P
ar
tn
er
 ‐ 
$7

50
3.
8
10

/4
/2
02

2
Ed
it 
m
ot
io
n 
fo
r p

re
lim

in
ar
y 
ap
pr
ov
al

Se
ni
or
 P
ar
tn
er
 ‐ 
$7

50
1.
7
10

/2
1/
20

21
Re

vi
ew

 le
tt
er
 re

qu
es
tin

g 
da
ta

Su
bt
ot
al

Su
m

31
Co

un
t

19
As
so
ci
at
e 
At
to
rn
ey
 ‐ 
$3

75
1
7/
16

/2
02

1
Am

en
di
ng
/ f
ili
ng

 a
m
en

de
d 
PA

G
A 
le
tt
er
s

As
so
ci
at
e 
At
to
rn
ey
 ‐ 
$3

75
6
8/
2/
20

22
An

al
yz
in
g 
da
ta
 fo

r m
ed

ia
tio

n 
da
m
ag
e 
ca
lc
ul
at
io
ns

As
so
ci
at
e 
At
to
rn
ey
 ‐ 
$3

75
1
8/
23

/2
02

2
ta
lk
in
g 
to
 c
lie
nt

As
so
ci
at
e 
At
to
rn
ey
 ‐ 
$3

75
3
8/
22

/2
02

2
ge
tt
in
g 
re
ad
y 
fo
r m

ed
ia
ito

n
As
so
ci
at
e 
At
to
rn
ey
 ‐ 
$3

75
10

8/
25

/2
02

2
Pr
ep

ar
e 
fo
r a

nd
 a
tt
en

d 
m
ed

ia
tio

n
As
so
ci
at
e 
At
to
rn
ey
 ‐ 
$3

75
6
8/
30

/2
02

2
Fi
na
liz
in
g 
M
O
U
 a
nd

 a
ll  
of
 th

e 
co
m
m
un

ic
at
io
ns
 re

ga
rd
in
g 
it

As
so
ci
at
e 
At
to
rn
ey
 ‐ 
$3

75
5
9/
14

/2
02

2
W
or
k 
on

 se
tt
le
m
en

t a
gr
ee
m
en

t, 
re
vi
ew

, f
in
al
ize

, a
nd

 d
isc

us
s i
nt
er
na
ll y

Su
bt
ot
al

Su
m

32
Co

un
t

7
Pa
rt
ne

r ‐
 $
55

0
1
4/
1/
20

21
In
iti
al
 c
as
e 
Ev
al
ua
tio

n
Pa
rt
ne

r ‐
 $
55

0
2.
6
7/
7/
20

21
Co

nv
er
sa
tio

n 
w
ith

 c
lie
nt
, r
ev
ie
w
 fi
le
, r
ev
ie
w
 w
ag
e 
st
at
em

en
t s

Pa
rt
ne

r ‐
 $
55

0
2
7/
7/
20

21
Dr
af
t P

AG
A 
Le
tt
er

Pa
rt
ne

r ‐
 $
55

0
0.
5
7/
16

/2
02

1
Ca
ll 
w
ith

 c
lie
nt
, f
in
al
ize

 su
pp

le
m
en

ta
l P
AG

A 
le
tt
e r

Pa
rt
ne

r ‐
 $
55

0
1.
7
7/
26

/2
02

1
Re

vi
ew

 fi
rs
t d

ra
ft
 o
f c
om

pl
ai
nt

Pa
rt
ne

r ‐
 $
55

0
0.
3
8/
11

/2
02

1
Ca
se
 &
 c
al
en

da
r u

pd
at
e

W
or
k 
Co

m
pl
et
ed

 B
y:
  ↑

Ad
am

 R
os
e

Da
n 
G
in
zb
ur
g

M
an
ny

 S
ta
rr



Pa
rt
ne

r ‐
 $
55

0
1
10

/4
/2
02

1
Pr
ep

 fo
r a

nd
 a
tt
en

d 
m
ee
t a

nd
 c
on

fe
r c
al
l r
e 
de

m
ur
re
r

Pa
rt
ne

r ‐
 $
55

0
0.
8
10

/2
1/
20

21
Re

vi
ew

 a
nd

 e
di
t i
nf
or
m
al
 d
isc

ov
er
y 
re
qu

es
t

Pa
rt
ne

r ‐
 $
55

0
1.
5
5/
20

/2
02

2
In
iti
al
 re

vi
ew

 o
f i
nf
or
m
al
 p
ro
du

ct
io
n,
 e
m
ai
ls 
to
 O
C 
re
 p
ro
du

ct
io
n

Pa
rt
ne

r ‐
 $
55

0
2.
5
6/
2/
20

22
Fu
rt
he

r r
ev
ie
w
 o
f i
nf
or
m
al
 d
isc

ov
er
y

Pa
rt
ne

r ‐
 $
55

0
1
8/
1/
20

22
In
iti
al
 re

vi
ew

 o
f d

am
ag
es
 c
al
c 
fr
om

 e
xp
er
t

Pa
rt
ne

r ‐
 $
55

0
3.
5
8/
22

/2
02

2
W
or
ki
ng

 w
ith

 e
xp
er
t t
o 
re
fin

e 
da
m
ag
es
 c
al
c

Pa
rt
ne

r ‐
 $
55

0
0.
7
8/
24

/2
02

2
Re

vi
ew

 d
ra
ft
 M

O
U

Pa
rt
ne

r ‐
 $
55

0
1
8/
23

/2
02

2
In
te
rn
al
 d
isc

us
sio

ns
 w
ith

 c
o‐
co
un

se
l r
e 
m
ed

ia
tio

n
Pa
rt
ne

r ‐
 $
55

0
3.
5
8/
24

/2
02

2
Re

vi
ew

 c
as
e 
fil
e,
 p
re
p 
fo
r m

ed
ia
tio

n.
Pa
rt
ne

r ‐
 $
55

0
2
8/
28

/2
02

2
Po

st
 m

ed
ia
tio

n 
co
rr
es
po

nd
en

ce
 re

 c
on

fir
m
at
or
y 
di
sc
ov
er
y

Pa
rt
ne

r ‐
 $
55

0
1.
5
8/
28

/2
02

2
Re

vi
ew

 a
nd

 re
vi
se
 M

O
U

Pa
rt
ne

r ‐
 $
55

0
8
8/
25

/2
02

2
At
te
nd

 m
ed

ia
tio

n
Pa
rt
ne

r ‐
 $
55

0
2.
5
4/
7/
20

21
In
iti
al
 c
as
e 
st
ra
te
gy
 d
ev
el
op

m
en

t, 
in
 d
ep

th
 fi
le
 re

vi
ew

 a
nd

 re
se
ar
ch

Su
bt
ot
al

Su
m

37
.6

Co
un

t
19

Su
m

10
0.
6

Co
un

t
45



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exhibit 2 



M
as
se
y 
v.
 M

AN
N
+H

U
M
M
EL

As
 o
f 2

02
2‐
10

‐1
0 
17

:5
3:
47

 P
ac
ifi
c 
St
an
da
rd
 T
im

e/
PS
T

Co
st
: C

re
at
ed

 D
at
e

Co
st
s f
or
:

Co
st
 A
m
ou

nt
1/
16

/2
02
1

Ce
rt
 R
R

$6
.9
0

7/
7/
20

21
PA

G
A 
Fi
lin
g 
Fe
e

$7
5.
00

7/
8/
20

21
PA

G
A 
Le
tt
er
s C

er
tif
ie
d 
M
ai
l

$1
3.
92

7/
19

/2
02
1

Am
en

de
d 
PA

G
A 
le
tt
er

$1
4.
32

8/
11

/2
02
1

IN
VO

IC
E:
 5
96

83
04

$5
5.
00

8/
11

/2
02
1

Co
nf
irm

at
io
n 
#2
54

97
30

3;
 P
O
S 
(2
)

$1
7.
15

9/
7/
20

21
U
ni
te
d 
Le
ga
l #
:5
96

83
0 7

$6
5.
00

10
/1
/2
02
1

Co
nf
irm

at
io
n 
#2
57

02
53

6‐
 M

ic
ro
dy
n‐
 N
ad
ir 
PO

S
$1

7.
50

10
/4
/2
02
1

Co
nf
irm

at
io
n 
#2
57

11
06

3‐
 P
O
S 
by

 F
C 
M
ai
l o
f O

rd
er
 a
nd

 N
tc

$1
6.
15

3/
3/
20

22
M
ed

ia
tio

n 
fe
e 
‐ S
te
ve
 M

eh
ta

$4
,2
50

.0
0

Su
m

$4
,5
30

.9
4

Co
un

t
10

Su
m

$4
,5
30

.9
4

Co
un

t
10




