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DECLARATION OF TOM SWANSON
son, hereby declare as follows: |

I have personal knowledge of the facts set forth hereln and if called upon to. test1fy I

' could and would do so competently under oath I make this declaratron in support of the Mot1on for .

: Prellmlnary Approval of Class Actlon and PAGA Settlement

I worked for Super Stores Industrles (“Defendant”) as an hourly-pa1d non—exempt
m approx1mately J anuary 1999 to approxrmately August 2021

Based on my experrence and knowledge of Defendant’s wage and hour pol101es and

. vmy famrllarlty w1th 1ts employment practices, I worked withi my attorneys to brrng clalms on my own.

l as on behalf of other hourly-pard non—exempt employees of Defendant o

I am seekmg to become a class representatlve in th1s case I bel1eve my experlences
other hourly-pa1d non—exempt employees of Defendant I bel1eve we were all subject: :
mployment polrcles and practices. . | » . |
I do not have any conﬂlcts w1th other hourly-pald non-exempt employees that would
] my ab1llty to represent them | beheve I w1ll adequately represent the other hourly—
mpt employees at: Defendant | |

My mterests ds a named plamtrff in thrs case- ale not adverse to the mterests of the 1

were all subject to the same pol1cres and practices and were s1m1larly 1njured by'

myself and the other employees Wl’llCl’l 1s to-collect unpald wages, penaltres and mterest that are

owed to us b'

on behalf of
California, I 1

but also for g

y Defendant - » o S _
Rlsks Both Fmancnal and Otherwise, Faced m Brmgmg the Sult .; 4
Further when I dec1ded to become mvolved 1n this lawsurt as a class representatrve _
other employees of Defendant and as a private attomey general for the State of
Jnderstood that [ was not only seekmg unpaid wages and penalties on behalf of myself |

ther employees who worked for Defendant, and that by doing so, I would be delaymg

ate recovery : ava1lable to me through the Labor Commissioner’s ofﬁce.
1
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pa1d non—exempt employees 1 belleve my mterests are the same as the other employees S

company-w1de pol1cres and practrces 1 am seekmg the same- recovery on behalf of | -
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 on behalf of

1 I underst‘ood

| Defendant, w
Exposing my
_'and former e

1. l(n'ow‘ people

[ was also made aware that being a class representative and private attorriey general .

-in an action filed on behalf of others would subject me to a stigma that is sometimes associated with

those who brinig these kinds -of lawsuits. I was.aware that, as a class repres'entatiVe a'nd private

' attorney_general 1 mlght be respons1ble for some orall of Defendant s legal costs 1f the case was not

successfully (oncluded Even with knowledge of these rlsks 1 was w1llmg to go forward and to act i

)

throughout the. ent1re length of the lawsult [ learned that even lf we won at trlal the case could be - h

" 10.

the class rioti

his employer,
perrnanent_ p

expostre, the

L

in mind' whi

the other employees and the State of Callforma but I was nervous about losmg and

having’ajudgment filed agamst me for costs or losmg _]Ob opportumtles in the future

1 understood that there were risks 1nvolved in class and representatlve actlon lawsults

that the lawsu1t could continue for several years and requ1re my ¢ servrces and attent1on

further delay( d by appeals .

Notorlety and Personal leficultles Encountered

As a named plamt1ff I am- the face of the 11t1gat10n As of the date of th1s declaratlon |

hlch w1ll mform them that I filed class and representatlve actrons agalnst Defendant

self to thls kmd of pubhclty creates a rlsk for my future career prospects s1nce current

mployees of Defendant may move to dlfferent compames w1th1n the mdustry or may.‘ :

at other compames w1th1n the mdustry Who may not wrsh to hlre someone who sued v
I also understand that havmg filed this . lawsuit in court means that there is ow - a.

ubhc record of this lawsu1t available to the general publlc G1ven thls add1t1onal

re 1s further r1sk to my future career prospects Bk

Amount of Tlme and Effort Spent and Duratlon of the thlgatlon

I have alWays kept the best 1n'terests of the other hourly-pald non-exempt employees

¢ performmg my duties as the named plamtlff in th1s case. [ have been commltted»

throughout the course of this case to v1gorously prosecutmg th1s case on behalf of myself and the

other employ
other hourly+

amount of tir

ges. I believe that I have demonstrated miy ability to,_advocate for-the m_terests of the
paid non-exempt employees by initiating these lawsuits and have spent a substantial
e and ‘effo‘rt on this litigation. My work on this case hassp_e‘ciﬁc‘ally include‘d,. among
' 2
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ce. w1ll be ma1led in this case to approxrmately 2, 200 current’ and former employees of | .
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searching for and gathering my employment documents to provide to.my aitorneys,

providing information to my attorneys regarding my experiences working for Defendant; l{eeping in

regular contagt Wlth my attorneys regardlng the status of the case, helpmg my attorneys prepare for

mediation, belng ori-call for my attorneys on the date of med1at1on in case questlons or concems

~arose. during

actively inve

estimate that

the _aCtlvities

medlatron and part1c1pat1ng in settlement d1scuss1ons After mediation, I remamed
ive_d _by revrewmg the settlement papers and -contactlng_my_counsel for updates. 1
since 1 retained my counsel i August : 2021 I have spent approXi'm'ately 4’5':hours on -

descr1bed above And I estimate that 1 Wlll spend an add1t1onal 1-3 houls assrstmg my

attorneys through the approval process and staying up to date with: the case through dlsbursement of

" the settlement

12,

as all other employees But unhke the other employees who are only releasmg the wage and hour |

13

make myself
14,

15,

checks
| Personal Benefit Recelved as a Result of the thlgatlon “ ;:

Absent the requested service payment the personal beneﬁt I w1ll recelve is the same

| clalms asserted in the lawsult I have srgned a general release of clalms as to Defendant

I w1ll contmue to actively part1c1pate in this lawsult as necessary and Wlll contmue to |
avallable to. aSSISt in thls case movmg forward as needed
' No Confllcts

I.do not have any actual or 'pote'ntial conflicts of Vin_ter_'e:'st with Class Members or the

-pr_op‘os'ed Settlement Admm1strator ILYM Group, I lnc

I do not have any 1nterest financial or otherw1se in Sacramento Food Bank & Famlly

Services bemg the desrgnated cy pres rec1p1ent

16,

_extinguished

I decl
is true and co

Execy

I am not aware of any other pendrng matter or actlon assertrng cla1ms that w1ll be
or adversely affected by this Settlement.

are under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of Cahforma that the foregomg ,

, at Valley Spriggs, (alifornia.
lmvgé@ zﬂmsovt
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rrect.

ted o_n 9/21/2026
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