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SHALCHI BURCH LLP 
ALI SHALCHI (SBN 239164) 
AS@SHALCHIBURCHLLP.COM 
TRAVIS J. BURCH (SBN 216175) 
TB@SHALCHIBURCHLLP.COM 
23 Corporate Plaza Dr., Ste. 150 
Newport Beach, California 92660 
Telephone: (949) 359-0334 
Facsimile: (949) 326-0083 

Attorneys for Plaintiff 

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO 

CATHERINE DURAN, on behalf of the State of 

California, as a private attorney general, 

Plaintiff, 

vs. 

SYNERGY ORTHOPEDIC SPECIALISTS, INC. 

a California Corporation, 

      Defendant. 

Lead Case No.: 37-2021-00051081-CU-OE-CTL 

[Consolidated with Case No. 37-2021-00053435-

CU-OE-CTL] 

[Assigned for all purposes to Hon. Richard S. 

Whitney, Dept. C-68]  

[PROPOSED] ORDER GRANTING 

APPROVAL OF THE PARTIES’ PAGA 

SETTLEMENT 

DATE: January 17, 2025 

TIME: 10:30 a.m. 

LOCATION: C-68 

Date Filed:  December 22, 2021 

Trial Date:  None set 

Plaintiff Catherine Duran’s Motion for Approval of PAGA Settlement was heard by the 

Court on January 17, 2025. The Court having reviewed the Motion for Approval of PAGA 

Settlement, the Joint Stipulation and PAGA Settlement Agreement (“Agreement”) attached as 

Exhibit “1”), the papers, the arguments of counsel, and all other evidence and matters presented, and 

good cause appearing: 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the Motion for Approval of PAGA Settlement is 

GRANTED, subject to the following findings and orders: 

mailto:as@shalchiburchllp.com
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1. All terms used herein shall have the same meaning as defined in the Agreement 

attached to this Order as Exhibit 1. 

2. The Court hereby approves the settlement in the amount of $110,000.00 (Gross 

PAGA Settlement Amount) pursuant to the terms set forth in the Agreement for settlement of 

PAGA claims and finds in this respect that the Agreement is, in all respects, fair, adequate, and 

reasonable and directs the Parties to effectuate the PAGA settlement according to the terms set forth 

in the Agreement. The Court finds that the Parties were able to reasonably evaluate their respective 

positions. The Court also finds that settlement now will avoid potentially substantial litigation costs, 

as well as delay and risks if the Parts were to continue to litigate the PAGA claims. 

3. The Settlement Agreement is not an admission by Defendant or by any other 

Released Party, nor is this Order a finding of the validity of any allegations or of any wrongdoing by 

Defendant or any of other Released Parties. Neither this Order, the Agreement, nor any document 

referred to herein, nor any action taken to carry out the Agreement, may be construed as, or may be 

used as, an admission of any fault, wrongdoing, omission, concession, or liability whatsoever by or 

against Defendant or any of the Released Parties. 

4. The Court hereby approves Simpluris Inc. as the Settlement Administrator for the 

settlement and approves Administration Costs in the amount of $3,000.00 to be paid from the Gross 

Settlement Amount. The Court orders the Administrator to administer the settlement and mail to the 

Aggrieved Employees pursuant to the Agreement, their pro rata share of 25% of the PAGA Payment 

amount which in aggregate is $15,083.33. 

5. The Court finds that Counsel for Plaintiff’s request for attorneys’ fees in the amount 

of $36,666.67, which is 33.33 percent of the Gross Settlement Amount, is reasonable under the 

common fund and lodestar methods. The Court awards Counsel for Plaintiff $36,666.67 in 

attorneys’ fees to be paid from the Gross Settlement Amount. 

6. The Court finds that Counsel for Plaintiff has incurred at least $10,000.00 in costs and 

expenses.  Such costs and expenses were reasonably necessary in the prosecution of the PAGA action 

on behalf of the allegedly aggrieved employees.  The Court awards Counsel for Plaintiff $10,000.00 

in costs and expenses to be paid from the Gross Settlement Amount. 
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7. The Court approves the Notice of PAGA Settlement in substantially the form 

attached as Exhibit A to the Joint Stipulation and PAGA Settlement Agreement. 

8. The Court approves the LWDA Payment in the amount of $45,250.00, which is 

75% of the PAGA Payment. 

9. The Court approves the disbursement of funds per the terms of the Agreement as 

approved and/or modified by this order. All settlement checks must be cashed within 120 

days after the checks are mailed to the Aggrieved Employees. After 180 days, 

uncashed checks or undeliverable checks will be cancelled and the remaining funds will go the 

Legal Aid at Work organization. 

10. The Court orders that Plaintiff, all Aggrieved Employees, and the State of 

California fully, finally, and forever release, relinquish, and discharge the Released Parties from 

the PAGA Released Claims for the PAGA Period pursuant to the terms of the Agreement. 

11. This Court shall retain jurisdiction pursuant Code of Civil Procedure section 

664.6 to enforce the settlement until performance in full of the terms of the Agreement. 

IT IS SO ORDERED. 

 

DATED: ____________   ___________________________________ 

      JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT 1 
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PROOF OF SERVICE 

(CCP § 1013A(3)) 

 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF ORANGE 

 

I am employed in the County of Orange, State of California.  I am over the age of 18 and not 

a party to the within action; my business address is 23 Corporate Plaza, Suite 150, Newport Beach, 

California 92660. 

 

 On August 6, 2024, I served the foregoing document(s) described as [PROPOSED] 

ORDER GRANTING APPROVAL OF THE PARTIES’ PAGA SETTLEMENT on the 

interested parties in this action as set forth below: 

 

Jaclyn M. Reinhart, Esq. 

Adrienne Conrad, Esq. 

Jackson Lewis P.C. 

225 Broadway, Ste. 2000 

San Diego, CA  92101 

Attorneys for Defendant Synergy 

Orthopedic Specialists, Inc. 

Telephone: (619) 573-4914 

Email: adrienne.conrad@jacksonlewis.com 

Email: jaclyn.reinhart@jacksonlewis.com 

                 Email: kristine.hammett@jacksonlewis.com 

                 Email: erin.duffy@jacksonlewis.com  

 

 

[X] VIA E-MAIL/ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION:  Based on an agreement between the 

Parties, in accordance with Code of Civil Procedure Section 1010.6, San Diego Superior 

Court General Order 010121-22(A), and CRC 2.251(c) I caused the documents to be sent to 

the person(s) at the e-mail address(es) listed above.  I did not receive, within a reasonable 

time after the transmission, any electronic message or other indication that the transmission 

was unsuccessful. 

 

 

Executed on August 6, 2024, at Newport Beach, California.  I declare under penalty of 
perjury under the laws of the State of California that the above is true and correct. 

 

      BY:_________/S/______________ 

    TRAVIS J. BURCH 

 


