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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

DOUGLAS HAN, Bar No. 232858 
dhan@justicelawcorp.com  
SHUNT TATAVOS-GHARAJEH, Bar No. 272164 
statavos@justicelawcorp.com  
TALIA LUX, Bar No. 336074 
tlux@justicelawcorp.com  

Attorneys for Plaintiff 
LAURA IBARRA and 
NEAL ARUTA 

JOSHUA D. LEVINE, Bar No. 239563 
jdlevine@littler.com  
BRITTANY L. MCCARTHY, Bar No. 285947 
blmccarthy@littler.com  
LITTLER MENDELSON, P.C. 
501 W. Broadway, Suite 900 
San Diego, California  92101.3577 
Telephone: 619.232.0441 
Fax No.: 619.232.4302 

Attorneys for Defendant 
AJINOMOTO ALTHEA, INC. d/b/a AJINOMOTO 
BIO-PHARMA SERVICES 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO 

LAURA IBARRA and NEAL ARUTA, 
individually, and on behalf of aggrieved 
employees pursuant to the Private 
Attorneys General Act ("PAGA"); 

Plaintiffs, 

v. 

AJINOMOTO ALTHEA, INC. d/b/a 
AJINOMOTO BIO-PHARMA SERVICES, a 
Delaware corporation; and DOES 1 through 
100, inclusive; 

Defendants. 

Case No. 37-2022-00008619-CU-OE-CTL 

Assigned for All Purposes to:  
Honorable James A. Mangione 
Department C-75 

STIPULATION AND [PROPOSED] ORDER 
APPROVING PAGA SETTLEMENT 
AGREEMENT AND DISMISSING PAGA 
CLAIMS WITH PREJUDICE 

Trial Date:             None Set 
    Complaint Filed: March 7, 2022 
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 15.  

STIPULATION APPROVING PAGA SETTLEMENT 
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December 7, 2020 to January 31, 2023.  All non-exempt employees employed by Althea 

during the PAGA Period are “PAGA Employees.”   

8. Upon funding of the Total Settlement Amount by Defendant after the Effective Date, 

Defendant and Released Parties are hereby released from the Released Claims in 

accordance with the terms of the Stipulation and Settlement during the PAGA Period from 

December 7, 2020, through January 31, 2023. 

9. This action is hereby DISMISSED WITH PREJUDICE. 

10. This Court shall retain jurisdiction with respect to all matters related to the interpretation 

and enforcement of the Parties’ Stipulation and Settlement. 
 

IT IS SO ORDERED. 
 
 
Dated:    

HONORABLE JAMES A. MANGIONE  
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT



 

 
 

 
PROOF OF SERVICE 
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PROOF OF SERVICE 
1013A(3) CCP 

 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

 
 I am employed in the County of Los Angeles, State of California.  I am over the age of 
18 and not a party to the within action. My business address is 751 N. Fair Oaks Ave., Ste. 101 
Pasadena, California 91103. 
 
 On February 1, 2023, I served the foregoing document described as  

STIPULATION AND [PROPOSED] ORDER APPROVING PAGA SETTLEMENT 
AGREEMENT AND DISMISSING PAGA CLAIMS WITH PREJUDICE  

on interested parties in this action by placing a true and correct copy thereof enclosed in a 
sealed envelope addressed as follows: 
 
Joshua D. Levine - JDLevine@littler.com 
Brittany L. McCarthy - BLMcCarthy@littler.com 
Legal Staff:  
Pamela Gomez - PGomez@littler.com 
Maria Ruvalcaba - MRuvalcaba@littler.com 
LITTLER MENDELSON, P.C. 
501 W. Broadway, Suite 900 
San Diego, California 92101 
 
Attorney(s) for Defendant Ajinomoto Althea, Inc. d/b/a Ajinomoto Bio-Pharma Services 
 
[X] BY U.S. MAIL 
 As follows: I am “readily familiar” with the firm’s practice of collection and processing 

correspondence for mailing.  Under that practice, it would be deposited with the U.S. 
Postal Service on that day with postage thereon fully prepaid at Pasadena, California in 
the ordinary course of business. I am aware that on motion of the party served, service is 
presumed invalid if the postal cancellation date or postage meter date is more than one 
day after the date of deposit for mailing an affidavit. 

 
 [X] STATE  

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the 
above is true and correct.  
 

Executed on February 1, 2023 at Pasadena, California. 
 
 
        
                                                                              ______________________________ 

            Anna Okada  
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PROOF OF SERVICE 

 
PROOF OF SERVICE 

1013A(3) CCP 
 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
 
 I am employed in the County of Los Angeles, State of California.  I am over the age of 18 
and not a party to the within action. My business address is 751 N. Fair Oaks Avenue, Suite 101, 
Pasadena, CA 91103 and my electronic service address is aokada@justicelawcorp.com 

  
On February 1, 2023, I served the foregoing document described as  

STIPULATION AND [PROPOSED] ORDER APPROVING PAGA SETTLEMENT 
AGREEMENT AND DISMISSING PAGA CLAIMS WITH PREJUDICE  

for the following case: Ibarra v. Ajinomoto Althea, Inc. d/b/a Ajinomoto Bio-
Pharma Services 

LWDA/Court Case No.: LWDA Case No.: CM-856411-21 
Court Case No.: 37-2022-00008619-CU-OE-CTL 
San Diego County Superior Court 

 
on interested parties in this action by electronically submitting as follows: 
 
State of California 
Labor & Workforce Development Agency 
800 Capitol Mall, MIC-55 
Sacramento, California 95814 
 
 
[X] BY ELECTRONIC SUBMISSION 
 Pursuant to California Senate Bill No. 836, I caused the documents described above to be 

electronically submitted by and through the procedure stated on the website of the State 
of California Labor and Workforce Development Agency. 

 
[X] STATE  

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the above 
is true and correct.  
 

 
Executed on February 1, 2023, at Pasadena, California. 
       
  
                                                                              ______________________________ 

    
                    Anna Okada  

 


