
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

� 
12 

13 �o ,.... 

<Zl 
O 0 

<><!
N,.... 

o N 
:,.. .<;::: °' 14 
!5 ::I <: <Zl 0 
0 'if • 
gt s'n 15{/.) -� 

�oo 
,-1� 1a 

16 E@ \0 
<Zl 

0 
0 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

COHELAN KHOURY & SINGER 
Isam C. Khoury (SBN 58759) 
ikhoury@ckslaw.com 
Michael D. Singer (SBN 115301) 
msinger@ckslaw.com 
Marta Manus (SBN 260132) 
mmanus@ckslaw.com 
Rosemary C. Khoury (SBN 331307) 
rkhoury@ckslaw.com 
605 C Street, Suite 200 
San Diego, CA 92101 
Telephone: (619) 595-3001/Fax: (619) 595-3000 

MAJ ARIAN LAW GROUP, APC 
Sahag Majarian (SBN 146621) 
sahagii@aol.com 
Garen Majarian (SBN 334104) 
garen@majarianlawgroup.com 
18250 Ventura Blvd. 
Tarzana, CA 91356 
Telephone: (818) 609-0807 / Fax: (818) 609-0892 

Attorneys for Anthony Morris, on behalf of himself 
and all others s�milarly situated 

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

ANTHONY MORRIS, on behalf of himself 
and all others similarly situated, 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

THE LINCOLN NATIONAL LIFE 
INSURANCE COMP ANY, an Indiana 
Corporation; LINCOLN NATIONAL 
CORPORATION, an Indiana Corporation; 
and DOES 1 Through 10, Inclusive, 

Defendants. 

______________ __, 

Case No. 22STCV20426 
ASSIGNED FOR ALL PURPSES TO: 
The Honorable Lawrence P. Riff 
Department SS7 

CLASS AND REPRESENTATIVE ACTION 

DECLARATION OF SAHAG MAJARIAN II 
IN SUPPORT OF MOTION FOR ORDER 
GRANTING FINAL APPROVAL OF CLASS 
ACTION AND PAGA SETTLEMENT 

Hearing Set By November 1, 2023 Order 

Date: May 13, 2024 
Time: 10:00 a.m. 
Dept: SS 7 
Judge: Lawrence P. Riff 

Complaint filed: 
Trial date: 

June 22, 2022 
Not set 

Declaration of Sahag Majarian II ISO Motion for Final Approval of Class Action Settlement 
Case No. 22STCV20426 
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I, SAHAG MAJARIAN II, hereby declare: 

1. I am an attorney duly licensed to practice in the State of California and am an 

attorney at Majarian Law Group, APC., co- counsel to Plaintiff Anthony Morris in this action 

against Defendants. I am an attorney assigned to work on this case and have personal knowledge 

of the following, and if called and sworn as a witness, I could and would competently testify 

thereto. 

2. This declaration is made in support of Plaintiffs motion for final approval of the 

class action settlement in this case. 

3. I graduated from Loyola Law School in 1990. Since my graduation, I have 

been in private practice primarily representing consumers against insurance companies and 

workers against their employers. I have devoted a significant portion of my practice to 

employment law and class actions, and have been appointed co-class counsel for the 

plaintiffs in no less than 300 wage and hour class actions. A sample of these cases are: Ayvazi 

v. Ralph Grocery Company, LASC Case No. BC 382980; Sandoval vs. Chevron Stations, 

Inc., MCSC Case No. CV061690; Nieves v. Roy's Worldwide, Inc., OCSC Case No. 

06CC0076; Corado v. Good Year Rubber Corp., SBSC Case No. RCV095476; Pleitez v. 

Johnson Controls, LASC Case No. BC353315; Serrano v. BC'/ Coca Cola Bottling Co. of 

L.A., LASC Case No. BC349904; Urbina v. Valley Crest Co., LASC CaseNo. BC356023; 

Moraza v. OK International, OCSC Case No. 06CC0 148; Delunav. Target, LASC Case No. 

BC353080; Daglian v. Staples, Inc., LASC Case No. BC375325; McCoy v. Kimko, OCSC 

Case No. 07CC00007; Ayvazi v. Ralphs Grocery Company, LASC Case No. BC382980; 

Razo v. C & D Zodiac, Inc., OCSC Case No 07-CC01373; Sandoval v. Chevron Stations, 

Inc. MCSC Case No. CV061690; and Gomez v. Spenuzza, Inc. ct al, RCSC Case No 

RIC524075. 

4. In the employment class action arena, I have participated in over 300 class and or 

PAGA action mediations. My participation has included extensive preparation, development of 

thorough knowledge of the legal issues related to certification and liability, and full immersion 

and participation in the mediation and negotiation process. I have also been designated co-class 
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counsel in various cases where we prevailed in contested class certification motions. These cases 

include Herrera v. Mountain Meadow Mushroom Farms, Inc., SDCSC Case No. 37-2009-

00092416- CU-MT-CTI; Aguirre v. Cal[fornia Drop Forge, Inc., LASC Case No. BC374521; 

Marroquin v. Swissport North America, Inc., LASC Case No. BC390001; and Romero v. 

Hydraulics International, Inc., LASC Case No. 19STCV04463. 

5. Throughout my thirty-three-year career in law, my practice has been exclusively 

contingent fee work. Within the class action arena, I have been designated co-class counsel in no 

less than 30 class actions that have settled for over $1 million each. Given my success and 

experience, in my contingent fee practice I have averaged over $850 per hour worked. Therefore, 

I believe it is appropriate to set my lodestar at no less than $850 per hour in this case. This request 

if fair in view of the much higher rate per hour that can be justified by the broadly accepted 

Laffey Matrix (See Exhibit "l") which shows hourly rate of $1,057 for attorneys out of law 

school for more than 20 years. 

6. Garen Majarian is the founder of Majarian Law Group, APC. He represents 

California employees in individual actions and class action disputes against their current or 

former employers. TTe received his Juris Doctor from Loyola Law School in 2020. Iris billing 

rate is $400 per hour which is less than the $437 hourly rate shown on the Laffey Matrix (See 

Exhibit "l "). 

7. My firm's involvement in this case has included legal reseaJCh, investigation, 

extensive preparation, development of a thorough knowledge of the legal issues related to 

certification and liability, and full immersion and preparation for the mediation against 

Defendants. The settlement in this case was reached after extensive negotiations following a full 

day mediation with an experienced and well-respected mediator Louis Marlin. Based upon the 

totality of circumstances, I, along with Garen Majarian, believe that the result achieved in this 

case is an extremely good outcome for all class members. 

8. Based on my experience as Class and PAGA counsel in other employment cases 

and given the legal and factual realities presented in this case, I believe the proposed settlement 

is fair, reasonable and adequate for the class, the aggrieved employees and the State of California. 
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1 9. Majarian Law Group, APC was approached by Plaintiff Anthony Morris in 

2 February of2022 in connection with potential employment law claims he believed he had against 

3 Defendants. After investigating the facts and analysis of the records, our co-counsel Cohelan, 

4 Khoury & Singer and Majarian Law Group, APC proceeded with the filing of a class and PAGA 

5 action against Defendants. 
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10. Throughout the past twenty-six months, I, along with Garen Majarian, have been 

involved in the handling of this case. Our work on this case includes but is not limited to pre­

litigation research and investigation regarding the Labor Code violations, analysis of the 

employment entry records, communication with client, and analysis of policies and procedures 

of Defendants as well as attendance at the mediation with Louis Marlin. 

11. My law office unde1iook this matter on a purely contingent fee basis with no 

guarantee that the time expanded would result in any recovery or recoupment of costs. 

Throughout this case, my firm has spent a total of 39.60 hours in this case, with an unadjusted 

lodestar amount of $27,585.00. Attached as Exhibit 2 is a true and conect copy of Time Records 

for each attorney from my firm that worked on this case. 

12. My firm has incurred a total of $5,022.27 costs incurred in this case. Attached as 

Exhibit "3" is a true and correct copy of my firm's Itemization of Costs in this matter. 

13 . Majarian Law Group, APC and its attorneys do not have any conflict of interest 

19 with any of the parties in this litigation. 
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I declare under the penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California the 

foregoing is true and correct and this declaration is executed April 9, 2024, in Tarzana, California. 

SAHA~ RIAN II 
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4/9/24, 11 :25 AM matrix 

I I !Years Out of Law School* I 

!Year 
I IAdjusrrnt ''Paralegal/ IQ Q ~ G;J Q Factor** Law Clerk · 1-3 4-7 8-10 11-19 20 + 

16101123- 5131124 11 1.059295 ! 1 $239 I \$437 11$538 11$777 11$878 11$1057 I 
/6101122- 5131123 / I 1.085091 11 $225 1 /$413 11$508 11$733 11$829 I /$997 I 
16101121-5131122111.006053 11 $208 11$381 ! 1$468 ! 1$676 11$764 11 $919 

16101120- 5131121 11 1.015894 11 $206 1 \$378 11$465 1~1$759 1 \$914 

\6101119-5/3112011 1.0049 11 $203 11$372 11$458 ! 1$661 11$747 \ 1$899 

16101118- 5131119 1 1.0350 I I $202 11 $371 11$455 1§01$742 1$894 

/6/01/17- 5/31118 / 1.0463 I I $196 I /$359 11$440 1~1$111 /$864 

16101116- 5131117 1 1.0369 I $187 11$343 11$421 11$608 11$685 1$826 

\ 6101115- 5/31/16 1 1.0089 I $180 11$331 11$406 11§]1$661 1$796 

\ 6101114- 5/31/15 I 1.0235 I $179 11$328 11$402 I 1$581 11$655 1$789 

16/01/13- 5/31/141 1.0244 $175 11 $320 11$393 11$567 11$640 1$771 

16/01/12- 5/31/13 // 1.0258 I $170 11$312 1 /$383 1 /$554 I /$625 //$753 I 
16101111- 5131112 11 1.0352 $166 11$305 I /$374 11~1$609 11$734 I 
16101110- 5131111 11 1.0337 $161 11$294 I I $361 11§]1$589 11$709 I 
16101109- 513111 o 11 1.0220 $155 11$285 11$349 11$505 11$569 I /$686 I 
16/01/08- 5/31/09 I I 1.0399 $152 I $279 11$342 1~ $557 11$671 I 
I 6/01/07-5/31/08 // 1.0516 11 $146 I $268 11 $329 11 $475 I $536 11 $645 1 

1 6/o 1106-5/31107 l I 1.0256 I $139 I $255 11 $313 I I $452 I $509 11 $614 1 

[611/05-5/31/06 11 1.0427 1 $1361 $24911 $30511 $4411 $49711 $5981 

16/1/04-5/31/05 11 1.0455 I $130\l $239\ 1 $2931~ $47611 $5741 

\ 611/03-6/1/04 I I 1.0507 I $1241 I $22811 $28011 $40511 $45611 $5491 

16/1/02-5/31/03 11 1.01211 I $11811 $211I 1 $267/ I $385/ 1 $4341 $522/ 

\ 611/01-5/31/02 11 1.040711 $1101 I $2031 / $2491~1 $4041 $4871 

1611100-5131101 11 1.05291 \ $106 11 $19511 $23911 $345// $3881 $468] 

16/1/99-5/31/00 11 1.049111 $101 \ I $18511 $22711 $32811 $3691 $4441 

16/1/98-5/31/99 ! I 1.043911 $9611 $17611 $216\1~1 $3521 $4241 

/ 6/1/97-5/31/98 Ii 1.04191/ $92/ I $169/1 $207/ I $299// $3371 $406/ 

16/1/96-5/31/97 11 1.0396 \ I $8811 $162\ I $198\1~11 $3231 $389\ 

\ 6/1/95-5/31/96 I I 1.03211 $8511 $155\ 1 $191 I 1 $27611 $3111 $3751 

www.laffeymatrix.com/see.html 1/2 



4/9/24, 11 :25 AM matrix 

11611/94-5/31/95 11 1.0231 II..._ __ $s___,211 $1s111.____ _$1s........,s11 $26111 $30111 $36311 

www.laffeymatrix.com/see.html 

The methodology of calculation and benchmarking for this Updated Laffey Matrix has been 
approved in a number of cases. See, e.g.,DL v. District of Columbia, 267 F.Supp.3d 55, 69 
(D.D.C. 2017) 

* h½Years Out of Law Schooli'l,½ is calculated from June 1 of each year, when most law 
students graduate. i:l,½1-3" includes an attorney in his 1st, 2nd and 3rd years of practice, 
measured from date of graduation (June 1). h½4-7" applies to attorneys in their 4th, 5th, 6th 
and 7th years of practice. An attorney who graduated in May 1996 would be in tier i:l,½1-3" 
from June 1, 1996 until May 31, 1999, would move into tier h½4-7" on June 1, 1999, and 
tier ll,½8-10" on June 1, 2003. 

** The Adjustment Factor refers to the nation-:wide Legal Services Component of the 
Consumer Price Index produced by the Bureau of Labor Statistics of the United States 
Department of Labor. 

2/2 



EXHIBIT "211 



0 m0 MAJARIAN 
~,, LAW GROUP 

A PROFESSIONAi. CORPORATION 

"IB250 VENTURA E30ULEVARD 
TARZANA, CALIFORNIA 9135G 
Toi: (800) 1,.s,;-'I0/49 • Fax: (8'18) GO\l-0892 

April 9, 2024 

LEGAL SERVICES 
Re: ANTHONY MORRIS V. LINCOLN FINANCIAL 

Billing for Sahag Majarian: 

2/8/22 

3/24/22 

4/4/22 

4/8/22 

4/11/22 

4/12/22 

4/14/22 

4/29/22 

5/2/22 

6/8/22 

6/23/22 

7/1/22 

9/1/22 

TC with client and draft email to client; 
Intake and open file 

Analyze records from Lincoln Financial 

Analyze supplemental records from Lincoln 
Financial 

TC with client; Review file; Review email 
from GM 

Legal research 

Review email from client; Draft email 
to co-counsel; Draft memo to file re 
Labor Code violations; Draft email to 
client 

Respond to email from co-counsel 

Review PAGA letter 

Review Catalyst letter 

Review email from co-counsel 

Review email from defense counsel 

Review complaint 

Review redlines to joint status conference 

1.70 hours 

4.60 hours 

2.80 hours 

1.20 hours 

0.70 hours 

1. 50 hours 

0.20 hours 

0.40 hours 

0.30 hours 

0.10 hours 

0.10 hours 

0.90 hours 



9/8/22 

10/10/22 

2/9/23 

2/15/23 

2/16/23 

2/20/23 

5/8/23 

5/12/23 

5/22/23 

5/31/23 

8/13/23 

10/9/23 

11/1/23 

4/8/24 

4/9/24 

statement 

Review list of proposed mediators 

Notice of mediation from Marlin mediation 

Analyze impact of time recording system; 
Prepare various exposure models 

Review mediation brief and prepare for 
mediation 

TC re updates during mediation 

Review fully executed MOU 

0.20 hours 

0.20 hours 

0.20 hours 

2.60 hours 

1. 90 hours 

0.70 hours 

0.20 hours 

Draft declaration for preliminary approval 0.90 hours 

Review draft motion for preliminary 
approval 

Review redlines to motion for preliminary 
approval 

Draft revised declaration for preliminary 
approval 

Review Court order re checklist for 
additional briefing 

Review checklist and amended settlement 
agreement 

1.30 hours 

0.40 hours 

0.10 hours 

0.90 hours 

0.40 hours 

Review order granting preliminary approval 0.30 hours 

Review CPT report in preparation for 
declaration for final approval 0.20 hours 

Draft declaration for final approval 1.10 hours 

Total Hours for SM: 26.10 hours 
$850.00 
$22,185.00 

Hourly Rate for SM: 
Lodestar for SM: 

Billing for Garen Majarian: 

2/8/22 

2/9/22 

Draft email to client and co-counsel 

Draft email to client 

0.20 hours 

0.10 hours 



2/17/22 Draft letter to Lincoln Financial 

3/24/22 Review records from company 

4/8/22 TC with client; Draft email to SM 

4/12/22 Draft email to client 

6/8/22 Review email from co-counsel 

2/15/23 Prepare for mediation 

2/16/23 Attend mediation with Lou Marlin 

Total Hours for GM: 
Hourly Rate for GM: 
Lodestar for GM: 

Total Lodestar: 

13.50 hours 
$400.00 
$5,400.00 

$27,585.00 

0.20 hours 

1. 80 hours 

1.10 hours 

0.10 hours 

0.10 hours 

5.10 hours 

4.80 hours 



EXHIBIT 11311 



Ma]arian Law Group 
Morris et al v. The llncoln National Life Insurance Company (CKS-30027} 

Type Payment Method Date Num Source Name Invoice Invoice Date Memo Amount 
Case Anywhere 

Credit Card 11/10/2022 Case Anywhere 270389 11/9/2022 System Access Fee $99.90 
Credit Card 2/10/2023 Case Anywhere 278942 2/18/2023 System Access Fee $135.00 
Credit Card 5/10/2023 Case Anywhere 287792 5/9/2023 System Access Fee $135.00 
Credit Card 8/14/2023 Case Anywhere 296949 8/5/2023 System Access Fee $135.00 
Credit Card 11/6/2023 Case Anywhere 306711 11/3/2023 System Access Fee $135.00 
Credit Card 2/7/2024 Case Anywhere 316549 2/4/2024 System Access Fee $135.00 

Total $774,90 

Litigation 
Relmburments 

Litigation Costs 

Check 11/20/2022 4925 CKS 331 11/7/2022 Reimbursement $4,247.27 

Total $4,247.27 

TOTAL COSTS $5,022.17 
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