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HAINES LAW GROUP, APC
Paul K. Haines (SBN 248226)
phaines@haineslawgroup.com
Fletcher W. Schmidt (SBN 286462)
fschmidt@haineslawgroup.com
Matthew K. Moen (SBN 305956)
mmoen@haineslawgroup.com
2155 Campus Drive, Suite 180
El Segundo, California 90245
Tel: (424) 292-2350

Fax: (424) 292-2355

Attorneys for Plaintiffs

[Additional counsel on following page)

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA
FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO

JOHN LEDBETTER, ROBERT AARON, Case No.: CIVSB2207118
ANTONI SESTWIA, JUSEELLEICKES, [Assigned for all purposes to the lHon
WILLIAM SHEARER, DAVID LAMOUNT David E-Drisesll, Dept. $22]
GAYLES, and JOSUE BUENROSTRO on

behalf of themselves and all others similarly DECLARATION OF JOSEPH HICKS
situated, IN SUPPORT OF MOTION FOR
Plaintiffs PRELIMINARY APPROVAL OF
’ CLASS AND PAGA ACTION
i SETTLEMENT
CJ LOGISTICS AMERICA, LLC, an Illinois

Limited Liability Company; and DOES 1-50, Date: September 18, 2025

. : Time: 8:30 a.m.
inclusive, Dept.- S22
Defendants. Action Filed: April 7,2022
Removal Date: June 10, 2022
Remand Date: December 19, 2024
Trial Date: None Set
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MEHRDAD BOKHOUR (S.B. #285256)
mehrdad@bokhourlaw.com

BOKHOUR LAW GROUP, P.C.

1901 Avenue of the Stars, Suite 450

Los Angeles, California 90067

Tel: (310) 975-1493; Fax: (310) 675-0861

JOSHUA S. FALAKASSA (S.B. 295045)
Jjosh@falakassalaw.com

FALAKASSA LAW, P.C.

1901 Avenue of the Stars, Suite 450

Los Angeles, California 90067

Tel: (818) 456-6168; Fax: (888) 505-0868

Michael A. Gould (SBN 151851)
michael@wageandhourlaw.com
Aarin Zeif (SBN 247088)
aarin@wageandhourlaw.com
THE GOULD LAW FIRM

A Professional Law Corporation
161 Fashion Lane, Suite 207
Tustin, California 92780
Telephone: (714) 669-2850
Facsimile: (714) 544-0800

Joseph Lavi, Esq. (SBN 209776)

Vincent C. Granberry, Esq. (SBN 276483)
Jeffrey M. Schwartz, Esq. (SBN 254916)
Alexander J. Aroeste, Esq. (SBN 332653)
LAVI & EBRAHIMIAN, LLP

8889 W. Olympic Boulevard, Suite 200
Beverly Hills, California 90211
Telephone:(310) 432-0000
Facsimile:(310) 432-0001

Email: jlavi@lelawfirm.com
vgranberry@lelawfirm.com
jschwartz@lelawfirm.com
aaroeste(@lelawfirm.com

James R. Hawkins, Esq. SBN 192925
Isandra Fernandez, Esq. SBN 220482
Anthony L. Draper, Esq. SNB 344391
JAMES HAWKINS APLC

9880 Research Drive, Suite 200
Irvine, CA 92618

TEL: (949) 387-7200

FAX: (949) 387-6676

Attorneys for Plaintiffs
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I, Joseph Hicks, declare as follows:

I I am one of the named Plaintiffs in this matter. I have personal knowledge of the
facts set forth herein, which are known by me to be true and correct, and if called as a witness, I
could and would competently testify thereto.

2. I was employed by CJ Logistics America, LLC (“CJ Logistics”) as an hourly
employee for over three (3) years, commencing in January 2019. I am no longer employed by
CJ Logistics. My rate of pay while employed by CJ Logistics America, LLC was approximately
$22 per hour. While employed by CJ Logistics, I believe I was subjected to unlawful wage and
hour policies and practices. I also believed CJ Logistics’ illegal wage and hour policies likewise
applied to other non-exempt workers. I therefore decided to initiate a class action and
representative action against CJ Logistics.

3 Throughout this litigation, I have understood that, as a proposed representative of
the members of the class in this action, I have a fiduciary obligation to act at all times in the best
interests of the members of the class. I have agreed to, accepted, and fulfilled those
responsibilities throughout this litigation, and will continue to do so to the best of my ability
through the entry of judgment in this matter.

4. I understand that being a class representative is important because I am speaking
and making decisions on behalf of the other class members, and I understand it is my obligation
to not place what is best for me above what is best for the class members. It is important to me
that all non-exempt employees of CJ Logistics be treated fairly according to the wage and hour
laws of California.

5. I understand that I must be honest in all activity before this Court. I have worked
hard to provide complete and accurate information when asked in relation to this lawsuit, and I
will continue to do that. Throughout this litigation, I have fully taken on the obligations to serve
as a class representative, and I believe I have faithfully performed those duties.

6. To my knowledge, there are no conflicts which exist between my interests in this
action and the interests of the other members of the class which would impair my ability to serve

as the representative of the members of the class in this action.
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7. I have been very involved in this case since its inception, and I intend to continue
to be involved throughout the settlement process. As a Class Representative, I have been asked
to make many decisions on behalf of the class members and, on their behalf, I believe that this
settlement is fair, adequate, and reasonable.

8. In addition to the hours spent participating in the prosecution of this case, I
accepted the potential risk of being liable for a portion of CJ Logistics’ costs if we were
unsuccessful in this lawsuit. I also risked the potential stigma of being a Class Representative in
a Class Action labor dispute which could affect my future employability within the industry.
Additionally, in signing the settlement agreement, I agreed to a general release of all claims
against CJ Logistics, subject to a waiver of Civil Code § 1542

9. I have not been promised, and do not expect to receive, any compensation for
acting as a representative of the class other than my proportionate share of any recovery obtained
for the benefit of the members of the class in this action. However, as part of the proposed
settlement, the Parties have agreed to request an enhancement award for my services as one of
the Named Plaintiffs and Class Representatives in the amount of Ten Thousand Dollars
($10,000.00). I believe that my request for an enhancement award is fair and reasonable in light
of the amount of work I put into this case to ensure a good result for the Class as well as the risks
I took in serving as Representative Plaintiff.

I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct under the laws of

the State of California. Executed on 3/28/25 at San Bernardin@alifornia.

fakda

Joseph Hicks
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