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Tel: (949) 506-1494 
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MORGAN K. ALLEN 
 
Zubin Farinpour (SBN: 270007) 
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GREEN SOLAR NH, LLC 
 

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

  MORGAN K. ALLEN, and individual and on 

behalf of all others similarly situated, 

                                                Plaintiffs, 

                 vs. 

 

GREEN SOLAR NH, LLC, a California 

Limited Liability Corporation, 

 
Defendants. 

CASE NO.  22VECV00919 
 
Assigned for all purposes to the 
Hon. Huey P. Cotton, Dept. A 
 
JOINT STIPULATION AND 
[PROPOSED] APPROVAL ORDER 
GRANTING PRIVATE ATTORNEYS 
GENERAL ACT (LABOR CODE 
§ 2698, ET SEQ.) SETTLEMENT 
AND RELEASE AGREEMENT  
 
Complaint Filed: July 5, 2022 
Trial Date:  
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 Plaintiff Morgan K. Allen (“Plaintiff”), on behalf of herself and other current and former 

aggrieved employees, and Defendant Green Solar NH, LLC (“Defendant”), by and through their 

respective counsel of record, hereby stipulate as follows for purposes of settling this action:  

1. On May 4, 2022, Plaintiff Morgan Allen filed a PAGA letter with the Labor and 

Workforce Development Agency ( “Allen PAGA Letter”) alleging numerous wage and hour 

violations, including the following: violations of California Labor Code sections 201, 202, 203, 

204, 226, 226(a), 226.7, 510, 512, 512(a), 551, 552, 1174(d), 1182.12, 1194, 1194.2, 1197, 

1197.1, 1198, 2800, 2802, and 2810.5, and Industrial Welfare Commission Wage Orders, 

including Wage Orders 4-2001 and 7-2001.  

2. On July 5, 2022, Plaintiff Morgan Allen filed a Complaint, Allen v. Green Solar 

NH, LLC (California Superior Court, County of Los Angeles, Case No. 22VECV00919) 

(“PAGA Action”). The Complaint consisted of one PAGA cause of action seeking penalties 

under the PAGA for the Allen PAGA Letter Alleged Violations.  

3. The “Action” is defined herein as the PAGA Claim and the Allen PAGA Letter 

Alleged Violations incorporated therein.  

4. Plaintiffs and Defendant (collectively, the “Parties”) have engaged in both formal 

and informal discovery, pursuant to which Plaintiff’s propounded an initial set of written 

discovery requests on Defendant and Defendant produced a volume of documents and data 

relevant to Plaintiff’s claims, including but not limited to, Defendant’s relevant policies, 

procedures, and practices; and a sampling of timekeeping and payroll records and wage 

statements relating to Plaintiff and the other aggrieved employees.  

5. Through months of negotiations the parties were able to come to a resolution of 

the PAGA Action and Plaintiff’s separately filed individual action, Allen v. Green Solar, NH, 

Los Angeles County Superior Court, Case No. 22VECV00602 (filed on April 29, 2022).  

6. Attached hereto as “EXHIBIT A” is the fully executed Settlement Agreement 

(“Settlement,” “Settlement Agreement,” or “Agreement”) setting forth the terms of the 

settlement of the PAGA Action. Attached hereto as “EXHIBIT B” is the Transmittal of 

Individual Settlement Award letter, which will be sent to all PAGA Settlement Members to 
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provide them with notice of the Settlement and information regarding their respective Individual 

Settlement Awards.  

7. The Maximum Settlement Amount agreed to in the Settlement Agreement is 

$5,000.00 subject to Court approval. Plaintiffs’ Counsel shall receive no portion of this amount 

and Plaintiff is not seeking any enhancement.  

8. On or about March 10, 2025, Plaintiff provided notice of the Settlement 

Agreement to the LWDA by electronically submitting a copy of the Settlement Agreement.  

9. WHEREAS, attached hereto as “EXHIBIT C” is the email confirmation from the 

LWDA regarding the submission of the Settlement Agreement.  

WHEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY STIPULATED AND AGREED BY THE PARTIES 

HERETO, THROUGH THEIR RESPECTIVE COUNSEL, AS FOLLOWS: The Settlement is 

fair, adequate, and reasonable, as it represents a reasoned compromise reached through arm’s-

length negotiations and considers the risks, complexity, and expense of further litigation. 

 

Dated:  March 10, 2025 GROCHOW LAW, A PROFESSIONAL CORP.  
 
 
By: 

              

__________________________________ 
Lauren E. Grochow  
Daniel M. Kalinowski 
Attorneys for Plaintiff MORGAN K. 
ALLEN 

 

Dated: March 10, 2025 LAGASSE BRANCH BELL+ KINKEAD LLP 
 
 
By: /s/Zubin Farinpour 
______________________________________ 

Zubin Farinpour 
Danielle E. Montero 
Attorneys for Defendant GREEN 
SOLAR NH, LLC 
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[PROPOSED] ORDER AND JUDGMENT 

 Having duly considered the above stipulation, and good cause appearing, IT IS HEREBY 

ORDERED AND ADJUDGED AS FOLLOWS: 

1. All defined terms contained herein shall have the same meaning as set forth in the 

Settlement Agreement (“Settlement,” “Settlement Agreement,” or “Agreement”).  

2. Plaintiff Morgan K. Allen (“Plaintiff”) filed a Complaint for Civil Penalties for 

Violation of Labor Code § 2698, et seq., on July 5, 2022, Los Angeles Superior Court Case 

Number 22VECV00919 asserting a single cause of action pursuant to the Private Attorneys 

General Act of 2004 (“PAGA”) (Labor Code section 2698, et seq.) (the “Action”). 

3. The Court finds that Plaintiff has satisfied the prerequisites under California 

Labor Code section 2699.3(a), including and not limited to providing notice to the California 

Labor and Workforce Development Agency (“LWDA”) and Defendant Green Solar NH, LLC 

(“Defendant”) of the specific provisions of the Labor Code Plaintiffs alleged that Defendant 

violated as well as the facts and theories supporting the alleged violations. Furthermore, the 

Court finds that the LWDA was provided notice of the wage-and-hour and payroll practices and 

facts alleged in the Complaint, including inter alia, by way of written correspondence on May 4, 

2022. 

4. The “PAGA Settlement Members” covered under the Settlement Agreement 

consist of the following individuals: named Plaintiff and all current and former persons who 

worked for Defendant within the State of California at any time during the PAGA Period as 

either an hourly-paid or non-exempt employee. The PAGA Period means the time from May 4, 

2021 to the date of Court Approval. 

5. The Court finds that the Parties reached the Settlement as the result of arm’s-

length negotiations.  
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6. The Court has considered the Settlement, and the monetary allocations provided 

thereby, and finds that they are fair, just, reasonable, and adequate. 

7. The Court approves that Defendant will pay the administrator, Phoenix Class 

Action Administration Solutions (“Phoenix” or “Settlement Administrator”) for the costs of 

administering the Settlement (“Settlement Administration Costs”), separate and apart from the 

Settlement Amount.  

8. Pursuant to California Labor Code section 2699(l), the Court has reviewed the 

sum allocated for payment of penalties under PAGA (“PAGA Fund”), determined that the 

PAGA Fund is fair, just, reasonable, and adequate, and hereby approves the PAGA Fund. The 

PAGA Fund shall be the entire Settlement Amount ($5,000.00), as Plaintiff’s counsel is not 

seeking fees, Plaintiff is not seeking an enhancement, and Defendant is paying the Settlement 

Administrator directly. Seventy-five percent (75%), or $3,750.00, of the PAGA Fund will be 

paid to the LWDA, and twenty-five percent (25%), or $1,250.00, of the PAGA Fund will be paid 

to the PAGA Settlement Members on a pro-rata basis, based on the duration of employment of 

the PAGA Settlement Member worked as an hourly-paid employee of Defendant during the 

PAGA Period.  

9. The Parties to this Action are directed to perform in accordance with the terms set 

forth in the Settlement Agreement.  

10. The Court hereby directs the Settlement Administrator to administer the 

Settlement and to make the payments as provided for in the Settlement Agreement and by this 

Order.  

11. The Court further finds that PAGA does not require that notice of the Settlement 

be provided to the PAGA Settlement Members, however, the Settlement Administrator is 

ordered to distribute payments to the PAGA Settlement Members with a cover letter. The Court 
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has reviewed and approved the Transmittal of Individual Settlement Award letter, which will be 

distributed to the PAGA Settlement Members along with their Individual Settlement Awards. 

12. Defendant shall provide the Settlement Administrator with a list of the names, 

addresses, and Social Security Numbers of the PAGA Settlement Members, and the total number 

of payroll periods worked by each PAGA Settlement Member in the PAGA Period, within 

fourteen (14) calendar days after the Court issues an Order approving the Settlement.  

13. Within twenty (20) calendar days after the Effective Date (as defined in the 

Settlement Agreement), Defendant shall deposit with the Settlement Administrator the entire 

$5,000.00 of the Settlement Amount for distribution in accordance with the Settlement 

Agreement.  

14. Within thirty (30) calendar days after the Effective Date, the Settlement 

Administrator shall pay the Settlement Administrator Costs, the LWDA payment, and the 

Individual Settlement Awards to the PAGA Settlement Members.  

15. Thereafter, all funds associated with checks issued to PAGA Settlement Members 

that have not been cashed, deposited, or negotiated 180 days after the date of their issuance will 

be transmitted to the cy pres beneficiary named in paragraph 4.3.5 of the Settlement Agreement.  

16. Plaintiff, the LWDA, and the PAGA Settlement Members are hereby bound by 

the Settlement and its associated release of Released Claims.  

17. Upon the Effective Date, all PAGA Settlement members will be barred from 

asserting or prosecuting all claims on an individual basis, or on behalf of the State of California, 

for claims and/or causes of action for civil penalties and other relief available under the PAGA 

against the Released Parties (as defined in paragraph 1.25 of the Settlement Agreement) that 

were or could have been pled based on any and all of the underlying alleged Labor Code 

violations, facts, and theories pled in the Action, including but not limited to state wage and hour 

claims for any and all civil penalties under California’s Private Attorneys General Act of 2004 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

 
 

7 
JOINT STIPULATION AND [PROPOSED] APPROVAL ORDER GRANTING PRIVATE ATTORNEYS 

GENERAL ACT (LABOR CODE § 2698, ET SEQ.) SETTLEMENT AND RELEASE AGREEMENT 

G
ro

ch
o

w
 L

aw
, a

 P
ro

fe
ss

io
n

al
 C

o
rp

. 

3
3

 B
ro

o
kl

in
e

 

A
lis

o
 V

ie
jo

, C
A

  9
2

6
5

6
 

based on the alleged Labor Code violations, penalties, attorneys’ fees, costs, and other amounts 

recoverable under said causes of action under California law, to the extent permissible, including 

but not limited to the California Labor Code and the applicable Wage Orders (See also, 

Settlement Agreement at paragraph 1.24, “Released PAGA Claims”).  

18. PAGA Settlement Members shall not have the right to opt out of or object to the 

Settlement.  

19. Pursuant to the Settlement, the Action is hereby dismissed with prejudice.  

20. The Court shall retain jurisdiction as to the implementation and enforcement of 

the terms of the Settlement.  

21. Notice of this Order and Judgment shall be given to the LWDA by submission 

through the online system established for the filing of notices and documents, within ten (10) 

calendar days after its entry, in conformity with Labor Code section 2699(l). 

Dated:   
______  
Hon. Huey P. Cotton, Judge of the Superior 
Court 
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PROOF OF SERVICE 

I am a resident of the State of California, over the age of eighteen years, and not a party 
to the within action. My business address is: Grochow Law, APC, 33 Brookline, Aliso Viejo, CA 
92656.  On the date below, I served the within documents:  

JOINT STIPULATION AND [PROPOSED] APPROVAL ORDER GRANTING 
PRIVATE ATTORNEYS GENERAL ACT (LABOR CODE § 2698, ET SEQ.) 

SETTLEMENT AND RELEASE AGREEMENT 

 
Via Electronic Transmission: By transmitting via electronic mail the document(s) 
listed above to the e-mail address(es) set forth below. 

 Via Hand Delivery: By causing the document(s) listed above to be hand delivered to 
the person(s) at the address(es) set forth below. 

 
Via FedEx: By placing a true copy thereof enclosed in a sealed envelope, at a station 
designated for collection and processing of envelopes and packages for overnight 
delivery by FedEx as part of the ordinary business practices of Grochow Law, a 
Professional Corp. addressed as set forth below.  

 
Via Certified U.S. Mail with Return Receipt: By placing the document(s) listed 
above in a sealed envelope with postage thereon fully prepaid, in United States mail in 
the State of California at Irvine, addressed as set forth below.  

LAGASSE BRANCH BELL + KINKEAD, LLP 
Christopher C. Cianci 
ccianci@lbbklaw.com          
Zubin Farinpour 
zfarinpour@lbbklaw.com 
Danielle E. Montero 
dmontero@lbbklaw.com 
Andrea Amezcua 
aamezcua@lbbklaw.com 
Margaret Bell 
mbell@lbbklaw.com 
626 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 1000 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 

 
I am readily familiar with the firm’s practice of collection and processing correspondence for 
mailing. Under that practice it would be deposited with the U.S. Postal Service on that same day 
with postage thereon fully prepaid in the ordinary course of business. I am aware that on motion 
of the party served, service is presumed invalid if postal cancellation date or postage meter date 
is more than one day after the date of deposit for mailing in affidavit. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the above 
is true and correct. 

Executed on Monday, March 10, 2025 at Aliso Viejo, California. 

                                                                                             

Lauren E. Grochow 
 


