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Attorneys for Plaintiffs and the Class

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES — SPRING STREET COURTHOUSE

DFT, INC. WAGE AND HOUR CASES
Coordinated Actions:

ERIC BETANCES vs. DFT, INC. D/B/A
CANNON MANAGEMENT

ROXANA VALDEZ vs. DFT, INC. D/B/A
CANNON MANAGEMENT

JUDICIAL COUNCIL COORDINATION
PROCEEDING NO.: JCCP4882

Honorable John Shepard Wiley, Jr,
Department SSC9

Superior Court of California, County of Los
Angeles: BC559751
Complaint Filed:  October 6, 2014
Superior Court of California, County of San
Bernardino: CIVDS1605358

Complaint Filed:  April 12, 2016
DECLARATION OF V. ANDRE SHERMAN
IN SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFFS’ MOTION
FOR FINAL APPROVAL OF CLASS
ACTION SETTLEMENT, ATTORNEYS’

FEES, COSTS, AND ENHANCEMENT
PAYMENTS

[Notice of Motion and Motion for Final Approva
of Class Action Settlement, Attorneys’ Fees,
Costs, and Enhancement Payments; Declaration
of Class Counsel (Edwin Aiwazian);
Declarations of Class Representatives (Eric
Betances and Roxana Valdez); Declaration of
Settlement Administrator (Elizabeth
Kruckenberg); and [Proposed] Final Approval
Order and Judgment filed concurrently hergwith]

Date: January 18, 2019
Time: 11:00 a.m,
Department: SSC9
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DECLARATION OF V. ANDRE SHERMAN

I, V. Andre Sherman, hereby declare:

1. I am an attorney licensed to practice law in the State of California, I am a
member of Girardi & Keese, co-counsel and attorneys of record for Plaintiffs Eric Betances and
Roxana Valdez (“Plaintiffs”) and the Class in the above-entitled action. I make this declaration
of my personal knowledge and/or based on information and belief, and could testify thereto if
called as a witness.

2, Girardi & Keese is a firm specializing in the representation of plaintiffs in mass
torts and complex litigation, class actions and individual claims. The firm has been in existence
over thirty-six (36) years, and has eleven {11) members who are members of the American Board
of Trial Advocates. The firm represents all types of individuals and businesses in both state and
federal courts in California and across the nation,

3. Girardi & Keese has extensive experience of success in pursuing claims on behalf
of classes and large groups of plaintiffs. Below is a partial list of class actions and multi-plaintiff
litigation in which Girardi & Keese has worked or is currently working:

o In Re: Aredia AMD Zometa, Middle District of Tennessee Case No. 3:06-MDL-17690,

This matter involves representation of approximately 250 plaintiffs against the
pharmaceutical company Novartis for the failure to warn of a serious jaw injury as an
unwarned consequence of the use of the drug Zometa.

o MDL232 In Re: National Fooiball League Players’ Concussion Injury Litigation,

Girardi & Keese represents 675 former professional football players against the
National Football League for personal injury and for medical or monitoring of brain
injury as a result of multiple incidents of brain trauma.

e Grass Valley Litigation, San Bernardino Superior Court Case No. CIVSS811370,

This action involves claims for property losses and inverse condemnation of 128
property owners whose homes were destroyed in a fire caused by Southern California
Edison equipment malfunction.

i
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Schramm, Weinstein v. Chase Bank, United States District Court, Central District of
California Case No. CV09-9442-JAK. This is a class action on behalf of
approximately twenty thousand (20,000) mortgage holders who were charged an
improper rate for their mortgage.

Aguayo, et al. v. Betz Laboraiories, Inc., et al., Los Angeles County Superior Court
Case No. BCI123746 and Addison v. Pacific Gas and FElectric, et al.,
Los Angeles County Superior Court Case No. BC158588. Girardi & Keese
represented over 600 plaintiffs claiming personal injury due to water contamination
caused by the dumping of Chromium VI;

Acosta v. Betz Laboratories, Inc., et al., Los Angeles County Superior Court, Case
No. BC161669. Girardi & Keese represented 1,000 plaintiffs on claims similar to
those in Aguayo;

Adams v. Pacific Gas and Electric, Los Angeles County Superior Court Case No,
BC113000. Girardi & Keese represented 650 plaintiffs claiming personal injuries
from exposure to Chromium VI;

West, et al. v. LeBoeuf, Lamb, Greene & MacRae, a Partnership, et al., Los Angeles
Superior Court, Case No. BC133060. Girardi & Keese represented 230 investors in
Lloyd’s of London who suffered huge monetary losses as individual Underwriters at
Lloyd’s due to participation in Lloyd’s Syndicates which suffered devastating losses
from poor investments;

Allegro v. State Farm Automobile Insurance Co., Los Angeles County Superior
Court, Case No. BC126014. Girardi & Keese represented more than 100 plaintiffs
insured by the defendants for earthquake coverage;

Carrillo v. Rent-A-Center, Inc., San Diego Superior Court Case No. JCCP 4244, This
matter involves representation of a class of consumers who participated in “rent-to-

own” programs which allegedly violate portions of the Karnette Rental Purchase Act;
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e Gonzales v, Lloyds TSB Bank, plc, United States District Court, Central District of
California Case No, 06-1433 VBF (JTLx). This matter resulted in more than $17
million settlement on behalf of hundreds of Ponzi scheme victims;

o In Natural Gas Anti-Trust Cases 1, II, Il & IV, San Diego Superior Court Case Nos.
JCCP 4221, 4224 and 4226, Girardi & Keese recovered more than $2 billion on
behalf of consumers overcharged for natural gas during the California energy crisis in
2000 and 2001 through close work by a committee of firms.

4, Girardi & Keese has served as lead, liaison, and executive committee counsel on
numerous local and national multi-plaintiff pharmaceutical, business, antitrust, and product
defect cases.

WORK PERFORMED BY GIRARDI & KEESE

5. I have been actively engaged in litigating this matter since being associated into
the action entitled Eric Betances v. DFT, Inc. dib/a Cannon Management, L.os Angeles Superior
Court Case No. BC559751 (“Betances Action”). Girardi & Keese has fully and actively
participated in many aspects of this litigation, The tasks we performed included, and were not
limited to, conducting research and investigation; reviewing and analyzing documents produced
by Plaintiffs and Defendant DFT, Ine. d/b/a Cannon Management (“Defendant™); interviewing
and gathering information from Plaintiffs and other Class Members; preparing for, defending,
and taking depositions; preparing for mediation and settlement negotiations, including and not
limited to, developing a strategy for settlement negotiations and mediation; negotiating the terms
of the Settlement; reviewing and revising the Settlement Agreement; and finalizing the moving
and supporting papers for preliminary approval and final approval of the Settlement,

6. We have worked closely with our co-counsel, Lawyers for Justice, PC throughout
this litigation. The work with our co-counsel has been a coordinated and combined effort. Areas
of responsibility were divided between the firms so as to avoid unnecessary duplication of work
and effort. As an example, Lawyers for Justice, PC had primary responsibility for drafting the
pleadings in the Befances Action, propounding and responding to written discovery requests, and

communicating with Plaintiffs, among other work performed. However, when the abilities of
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experienced and skilled counsel from both firms were needed, we worked together. For
example, a large volume of documents and data produced during litigation needed to be
reviewed and analyzed in order to find the pertinent documents, information, and data that would
be helpful to the cases, class certification, and the value of the claims, and attorneys from both
firms were assigned that task to ensure that nothing was missed. Both firms also worked
together to take and defend depositions, strategize the cases and were actively involved in
preparing the cases for mediation, in reviewing and revising the terms of the Settlement, and in
drafting and finalizing the motions for preliminary approval and final approval of the Settlement.

7. We reviewed numerous documents either produced by Plaintiffs and Defendant or
obtained by Class Counsel through other sources, These documents provided Class Counsel
with a critical understanding of the nature of the work performed by Class Members and
Defendant’s policies and procedures, and were used in analyzing liability and damages in
connection with all phases of the litigation, and ultimately with the mediation and settlement
negotiation process.

8. Girardi & Keese has spent a considerable number of hours litigating the cases,
I have reviewed the firm’s records reflecting the work performed by me and other lawyers of the
firm, and hereby attest that Girardi & Keese has spent a total of 137.55 hours performing tasks
on behalf of Plaintiffs and the Class. These hours include work done by myself and other
lawyers of Girardi & Keese. Attached as “EXHIBIT A” hereto is an Attorney Task and Time
Chart that sets forth in detail the breakdown of time for the requisite tasks performed by Class
Counsel.

9. The hourly rate of $800 is commensurate with the background of the firm, as well
as the individual backgrounds, training, and experience of the attorneys who worked on this
matter, including myself.

10.  In this instance, based on the hours worked on this matter, and utilizing the hourly
rate of $800, the total lodestar of fees for work performed by Girardi & Keese is $110,040.

i
i
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11.  Attached hereto as “EXHIBIT B” are case cost details reflecting litigation costs
and expenses incurred by Girardi & Keese, which reflects that the firm has incurred $12,639.26
in litigation costs and expenses in both cases. These expenses were reasonable and necessary in
the prosecution of the cases.

12, 1 submit that the Settlement reached herein is fair, reasonable, and adequate.
In addition, the Settlement is in the best interest of Plaintiffs and the other Class Members.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the
foregoing is true and correct.

Executed on this 26th day of December 2018, at Los Angeles, California.

/Wy —

V. Andre Sherman
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EXHIBIT B



Girardi & Keese

Case Cost Report
Case No: 2015211 Betances v. DFT, Inc. d/b/fa Cannon Management
Date Vendor VendorName Amount
8103 Court Reporters
08/06/2018 3A&BREF A & B REPORTING, LLC, 789.59
03/08/2016 3VERLOS  VERITEXT 422.95
Sub-Total for: 6103 $1,212.54
6113 Mediation Expenses
06/26/2017 3JAMS#3 JAMS, INC. 2,476.00
Sub-Tofal for: 6113 $2,475.00
6115 Attorney Services
07/18/2017 3PROCOU  PROLEGAL 26.54
Sub-Total for: 6115 $26.54

Case Total: 2015211 $3,714.08




Case No:

Date
6101

04/08/2016
07/21/2017

6103

01/09/2018
01/09/2018

6106

04/30/2016
05/31/2016
05/31/2016

6108

08/31/2017
09/30/2017
1212112017

6113

06/26/2017

6115

08/31/2017
11172017

Girardi & Keese
Case Cost Report

2016052 Valdez v. DFT, In¢. d/b/a Cannon Management
Vendor VendorName Amount
Court Fees
3CLERLA CLERK OF THE COURT 435.00
3PURLEG PURE LEGAL, INC, 165.00
Sub-Total for: 6101 $600.00
Court Reporters
3ARBREP A & B REPORTING, LLC. 2,947.10
3A&BREP A & B REPORTING, LLC. 225.00
Sub-Total for: 6103 $3,172.10
Attorney Services
3JANJAN JANNEY & JANNEY ATTCRNEY 10.00
3JANJAN JANNEY & JANNEY ATTORNEY 10.00
3JANJAN JANNEY & JANNEY ATTORNEY £65.00
Sub-Total for; 6106 $85.00
Travel / Negotiation Meetings
1SHERMA  ANDRE SHERMAN 1,237.80
1SHERMA ANDRE SHERMAN 1,015.18
1SHERMA ANDRE SHERMAN 299.90
Sub-Total for; 6108 $2,552.88
Mediation Expenses
JJAMS#3 JAMS, INC. 2,475.00
Sub-Total for; 6113 $2,475.00
Delivery
NOF Postage 20.10
NOF Postage 2010
Sub-Total for: 6115 $40.20

Case Total: 2016052

$8,925.18




