
CONFIDENTIAL SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT 

AND GENERAL RELEASE OF ALL CLAIMS 

This Confidential Settlement Agreement and General Release of All Claims 
("Settlement Agreement") is entered into by and between INGRID BOLANOS ("Claimant'' or 
"Plaintiff') and NU-BOTANICS CANDLE CORP. and POOYA BAKHTIARI (together 
"Respondent" or "Defendant"). The term "Party" or '"Parties" as used herein shall refer to 
Claimant, Respondent, or both, as may be appropriate. 

I. Recitals. This Settlement Agreement is made with reference to the
following facts: 

(a) Claimant was an employee of Respondent. Claimant was
employed by Respondent from approximately March 2022 through February 2024; 

(b) On April 12, 2024, Claimant filed a lawsuit titled Ingrid Bolanos v.
Nu-Botanics Candle Corp., et. al, Los Angeles County Superior Court Case No. 24STCV09340, 
and filed a First Amended Complaint on July 3 I, 2024 (the "Lawsuit"). The Lawsuit includes 
seven individual causes of action and one representative cause of action for violation of the 
Private Attorneys General Act, Cal. Labor Code§§ 2698, et seq. ("PAGA"). 

(c) There has been no determination on the merits of the Lawsuit or
any alleged claims therein, but, in order to avoid additional cost and the uncertainty of litigation, 
the Parties desire to resolve any and all claims, known and unknown, asserted and unassertcd, 
which Claimant has or may have against the Released Parties (as defined in Section 7(a) below) 
as of the date of execution of this Settlement Agreement. 

2. Nonadmission of Wrongdoing. The Parties agree that neither this
Settlement Agreement nor the furnishing of the consideration for this Settlement Agreement 
shall be deemed or construed at any time for any purpose as an admission by the Released 
Parties of wrongdoing or evidence of any liability or unlawful conduct of any kind. 

The Parties engaged in informal discovery in connection with negotiating this settlement 
agreement, including the exchange of certain payroll and time keeping information, witness 
interviews and other material relevant to the investigation of the PAGA claims. This settlement 
was reached after a full investigation into those claims and consideration thereof. 

3. Consideration/Indemnification for Tax Consequences.

(a) In consideration for signing this Settlement Agreement and
complying with its terms, and provided Claimant does not subsequently revoke this Settlement 
Agreement within the allotted time, Claimant will be paid the total gross sum of TEN 
THOUSAND DOLLARS AND ZERO CENTS ($10,000.00), which will be paid on behalf of the 
Released Parties as follows: 

(I) no later than March 31,2025, the sum of FIVE
THOUSAND DOLLARS AND ZERO CENTS ($5,000.00), in one check made payable to "Law 
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Offices of J. Kirk Donnelly IOLTA," with said amount to be reported on IRS Form 1099 as 
appropriate; 

~(2) no later than April 30, 2025, the sum of FIVE 
THOUSAND DOLLARS AND ZERO CENTS ($5,000.00), in one check made payable to "Law 
Offices of J. Kirk Donnelly IOL TA," with said amount to be reported on IRS Form 1099 as 
appropriate; 

(b) The Parties acknowledge that there is a good faith dispute 
regarding Claimant's allegations and that the consideration set forth in Section Error! 
Reference source not found. above includes a good faith, reasonable compromise, and 
settlement regarding such claims. 

(c) Any settlement payments made by check set forth in this paragraph 
will be delivered to Claimant's Counsel via overnight delivery at Law Offices of J. Kirk 
Donnelly, APC, 2 I 73 Salk Ave., Suite 250, Carlsbad, California, 92008. 

(d) Except as otherwise provided herein, all Parties shall bear their
own attorney's fees and costs. 

4. No Consideration Absent Execution of this Agreement.

Claimant understands and agrees that Claimant would not receive the consideration 
specified in Section 3(a) above, except for Claimant's execution of this Settlement Agreement 
and the fulfillment of the promises contained herein. 

5. Dismissal of the Lawsuit

Within 5 business days of receipt of the first settlement check, Claimant shall take any 
and all steps to have the representative PAGA claims asserted in the Lawsuit (the eighth cause of 
action only) dismissed without prejudice. Within 5 business days of receipt of the second 
settlement check, Claimant shall take any all steps to have all remaining individual claims (the 
first through seventh causes of action in Lawsuit) dismissed with prejudice, with each Party to 
bear their own costs and fees. 

6. Disbursal of Settlement Funds.

Provided Respondent's Counsel receives all of the following prior to April 30, 2025: (i) 
the Settlement Agreement bearing the dates and signatures of all Parties; and (ii) 
fully­executed Requests for the Taxpayer Identification Number and Certification (IRS Form 
W-9) for both Claimant and Claimant's Counsel, Respondent, through Respondent's Counsel, 
shall make available to Claimant's Counsel the sums described more fully in Section 3(a) above. 
If the dates by which the payments described more fully herein is to be made available to 
Claimant's Counsel falls on a Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday in the State of California, then 
the date said
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03 / 14 / 2025
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�---
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By: 

LAW OFFICES OF OSCAR TOSCANO 

OSCAR TOSCANO 

Attorneys for Respondents 

Nu-Botanics Candle Corp. and Pooya 

Bakhtiari 

March 13, 2025
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MM / DD / YYYY

Signed

03 / 14 / 2025

14:32:41 UTC

Sent for signature to Ingrid Bolanos

(ingridb2112bola@gmail.com) from kdonnelly@jkd-law.com

IP: 76.33.8.2

03 / 14 / 2025

15:02:24 UTC

Viewed by Ingrid Bolanos (ingridb2112bola@gmail.com)

IP: 172.56.234.203

03 / 14 / 2025

15:20:29 UTC

Signed by Ingrid Bolanos (ingridb2112bola@gmail.com)

IP: 172.56.235.239

The document has been completed.03 / 14 / 2025

15:20:29 UTC
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