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THE MARKHAM LAW FIRM 
David R. Markham (SBN 071814) 
dmarkham@markham-law.com  
Lisa Brevard (SBN 323391) 
lbrevard@markham-law.com   
888 Prospect Street, Suite 200 
La Jolla, CA 92037 
Telephone: (619) 399-3995/Facsimile: (619) 615-2067 
 
Attorneys for Plaintiffs PHILLIP BERNAL and TRUHILL NOEL, on behalf of themselves 
and all others similarly situated 
[Additional Counsel listed on following page] 

SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF SAN BERNARDINO 
 
PHILLIP BERNAL, TRUHILL NOEL, 
KHYELL MARTIN, DAMIEN 
MCNORTON, WADDIE EARNEST, 
GILBERT ESTRADA, CARMEN 
HERNANDEZ, and WENDY QUINTERO, 
individually, on behalf of themselves and all 
others similarly situated, 
 
  Plaintiffs, 
 
 v.   
 
 
EXPRESS MESSENGER SYSTEMS, INC., 
dba ONTRAC, a Minnesota Corporation, 
ONTRAC LOGISTICS, INC., a Delaware 
Corporation, and DOES 2-10, Inclusive,  
 
 
 

Defendants. 
 

 Case No. CIVSB2319614 
ASSIGNED FOR ALL PURPOSES TO: 
The Honorable Joseph Ortiz 
Department S-17 
 
CLASS AND REPRESENTATIVE ACTION  
 
DECLARATION OF WALTER L. HAINES IN 
SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFFS’ MOTION FOR: 1) 
FINAL APPROVAL OF CLASS AND 
REPRESENTATIVE ACTION SETTLEMENT 
AND 2) APPROVAL OF ATTORNEYS’ FEES 
AND COSTS, ADMINISTRATION COSTS, 
AND CLASS REPRESENTATIVES’ SERVICE 
AWARDS 
 
 
Date: July 21, 2026 
Time: 1:30 p.m. 
Dept.  S-17 
 
Complaint filed: August 15, 2023 
Trial date:  Not set 
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UNITED EMPLOYEES LAW GROUP  
Walter Haines (SBN 71075) 
walter@uelglaw.com   
8605 Santa Monica Blvd., #63354 
West Hollywood, CA 90069 
Telephone: (562) 256-1047/Facsimile: (562) 256-1006 
 
COHELAN KHOURY & SINGER 
Isam C. Khoury (SBN 58759) 
ikhoury@ckslaw.com  
Michael D. Singer (SBN 115301) 
msinger@ckslaw.com  
Maggie K. Realin (SBN 263639) 
mrealin@ckslaw.com  
605 C Street, Suite 200 
San Diego, CA 92101 
Telephone: (619) 595-3001/Facsimile: (619) 595-3000 
 
Attorneys for Plaintiffs PHILLIP BERNAL and TRUHILL NOEL 
 
HAIG B. KAZANDJIAN LAWYERS, APC 
Haig B. Kazandjian (SBN 278622) 
haig@hbklawyers.com  
Cathy Gonzalez (SBN 310625) 
cathy@hbklawyers.com 
Melissa Robinson (SBN 336951) 
melissa@hbklawyers.com 
801 North Brand Boulevard, Suite 970 
Glendale, CA 91203 
Telephone: (818) 696-2306/Facsimile: (818) 696-2307 
 
Attorneys for Plaintiff KHYELL MARTIN 
 
CROSNER LEGAL, PC 
Zachary M. Crosner (SBN 272295) 
zach@crosnerlegal.com  
Chad A. Saunders (SBN 257810) 
chad@crosnerlegal.com  
9440 Santa Monica Blvd. Suite 301 
Beverly Hills, CA 90210 
Telephone: (866) 276-7637/Facsimile: (310) 510-6429 
 
Attorneys for Plaintiff DAMIEN MCNORTON 
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AEGIS LAW FIRM, PC 
Kashif Haque (SBN 218672)  
khaque@aegislawfirm.com 
Jessica L. Campbell (SBN 280626) 
jcampbell@aegislawfirm.com  
Samuel A. Wong (SBN 217104) 
swong@aegislawfirm.com
9811 Irvine Center Drive, Suite 100  
Irvine, CA 92618  
Telephone: (949) 379-6250 2024/Facsimile: (949) 379-6251 
 
Attorneys for Plaintiff GILBERT ESTRADA 
 
LAWYERS for JUSTICE, PC 
Arby Aiwazian (SBN 269827) 
aa@calliustice.com 
Joanna Ghosh (SBN 272479) 
joanna@calljustice.com 
Yasmin Hosseini (SBN 326399) 
yasmin@calljustice.com   
450 N. Brand Blvd., Suite 900 
Glendale, CA 91203 
Telephone: (818) 265-1020/Facsimile: (818) 265-1021 
 
Attorneys for Plaintiff WADDIE EARNEST 
 
WILSHIRE LAW FIRM 
Tyler Woods (SBN 232464) 
tyler.woods@wilshirelawfirm.com   
James Yoo (SBN 310680) 
james.yoo@wilshirelawfirm.com  
660 S. Figueroa Street, Sky Lobby 
Los Angeles, CA 90017  
Telephone: (213) 381-9988/Facsimile: (213) 381-9989 
 
Attorneys for Plaintiff CARMEN HERNANDEZ and WENDY QUINTERO 
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I, Walter L. Haines, declare as follows: 

1. I am an attorney duly licensed to practice law in the State of California and am an 

attorney of record for Plaintiffs PHILLIP BERNAL and TRUHILL NOEL (“Plaintiffs”) in this 

Action against Defendants EXPRESS MESSENGER SYSTEMS, INC., dba ONTRAC, and 

ONTRAC LOGISTICS, INC., (“Defendants”). I am a member in good standing with the State Bar 

of California. I make this Declaration in support of Plaintiff’s Motion for Final Approval of Class 

Action Settlement. I make this Declaration based on my personal knowledge and if called to testify 

I could and would competently testify to the matters contained in this Declaration. 

2.  I am a highly experienced class action attorney, with over 40 years of practice that 

includes extensive involvement in matters of this nature. I am the most senior attorney at my firm, 

United Employees Law Group, and worked on the litigation of this matter. I formed United 

Employees Law Group in 2005, primarily to represent employees in their wage claims. I have 

represented over 1,500 clients in wage and hour disputes of which more than 300 cases were class 

actions with settlements totaling over $400,000,000. These class action cases include Fortune 500 

companies such as Pepsi, Intel, Home Depot, Kaiser, Wells Fargo, Bank of America, Cisco 

Systems, First American Title Co., Yahoo!, WellPoint, Inc., Sun Microsystems, and Kaiser 

Foundation Hospitals. 

3. United Employees Law Group has prosecuted this litigation solely on a contingent-

fee basis and has been completely at risk that it would not receive any compensation for prosecuting 

claims against the Defendants. 

4. United Employees Law Group has participated in this litigation and has performed 

work on behalf of Plaintiff since the inception of this litigation. The hours submitted with this 

declaration are solely for work performed on behalf of the class alleged in the above-entitled 

California action and not any other state or federal matter. 

5. I performed, among other things, the following tasks related to this matter: analyzed 

initial clients’ claims; performed initial investigation inclusive of research necessary for case 

evaluation and searched court records relative to possible competing cases. I participated in its 

mediation and settlement and reviewed all settlement papers along with orders from the court, law 
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and motion papers and assisted with client liaison and other tasks assigned by lead counsel. 

6. The hourly rate for my time is $725 per hour which is my usual and customary 

hourly rate charged for my services in similar complex class actions. 

7. The total number of hours spent by me on this litigation is 68.90 hours through June 

8, 2026. The hours billed are broken down as follows: 

  Intake and client signup: 6.50 

  Review documents: 51.20 

  Review MOU, settlement agreement and prelim approval: 5.00 

  Oversee admin and review and edit final approval: 6.20 

  Total Hours = 68.90 

8. My involvement with the case was primarily in the very initial stages of vetting the 

potential client, along with verification that there were no conflicting cases existing at that time. 

During most of the litigation there was ongoing communications with co-counsel discussing 

strategy and status of litigation. In order to provide the court with a reasonable estimate of the time 

involved, all email communications were reviewed, which is the source of these estimates. 

9.  My total lodestar amount through June 8, 2026, is $49,952.50 (68.90 hours @ 

$725/hour). 

10. No charges have been included for paralegal or staff time spent on this matter. 

11. I believe that the Settlement is fair, adequate, and reasonable. The Settlement 

provides substantial monetary benefits to class members and is a product of diligent efforts of Class 

Counsel to obtain the best possible result for the class members. This Settlement was reached 

following thorough legal and factual research and analysis, thorough review of extensive data 

relative to the claims in the action, arduous settlement negotiations, and thorough investigation of 

the underlying facts by the respective parties and review of records. The settlement negotiations 

were, at all times, adversarial and non-collusive in nature. The proposed Settlement is within the 

range of reasonableness, and class members have supported the Settlement. 

/// 

/// 
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I declare under the penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the 

foregoing is true and correct, and this declaration is executed on June 10, 2026, in Los Angeles, 

California. 
       
 

_________________________ 
__________________________             

 Walter L. Haines  
      


