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Justin Lo (SBN: 280102) 
Justin@caworklawyer.com  
WORK LAWYERS, PC 
22939 Hawthorne Blvd., Ste. 300 
Torrance, CA  90505 
Telephone: (310) 248-2944 
Facsimile: (424) 355-8335 
 
Attorney for Plaintiff MARTA AGUILAR, as representative of the State of California and the Labor 
and Workforce Development Agency, and on behalf of herself and other current and former 
employees. 
 
[Additional Attorneys Listed on Following Pages] 

  

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

FOR THE COUNTY OF ALAMEDA 

 
 

ELDER CARE ALLIANCE AND  
ALMAVIA WAGE AND HOUR CASES 
 
MARTA AGUILAR, on behalf of herself and 
all other aggrieved employees, 
 
 
                                 Plaintiff, 
 
       v. 
 
 
ELDER CARE ALLIANCE OF SAN 
RAFAEL, a California Corporation; and 
DOES 1-50, Inclusive, 
 
 
                                Defendants. 

 Case No.:  RG21090600 (Lead Case) 
CGC-21-588913 (San Francisco); 
RG21090600; 
RG21102829; 
RG21107053; 
22CV022908; 
23CV046186 
 

 
DECLARATION OF JUSTIN LO IN 
SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFF’S MOTION 
FOR FINAL APPROVAL OF CLASS 
ACTION SETTLEMENT AND 
APPLICATION FOR ATTORNEY’S FEES 
AND COSTS 
 
 
Date: December 9, 2025    
Time:  2:30 p.m. 
Dept.: 21 
Judge: Hon. Somnath Raj Chatterjee  
 
 
 

Complaint Filed: July 29, 2021 
Arias Class Action filed:     March 3, 2021 
Arias PAGA Action filed:   June 24, 2021 
Tabuyo Action filed:          November 30, 2021 
Ballesteros Action filed:    January 13, 2021(SF)
                                       October 2, 2023 (AL) 
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YESENIA ARIAS, individually, and on behalf of 
other aggrieved employees pursuant to the 
California Private Attorneys General Act; 
 

Plaintiff, 
 

vs. 
 
ELDER CARE ALLIANCE, an unknown 
business entity; and DOES 1 through 10, 
inclusive, 
 
                       Defendants. 

 

 
YESENIA ARIAS, individually, and on behalf 
of other members of the general public 
similarly situated; 
 

Plaintiffs, 
 
vs. 
 
ELDER CARE ALLIANCE, an unknown 
business entity; and DOES 1 through 10, 
inclusive, 
 
                       Defendants. 
 

 

 
MARIA TABUYO, individually, and on behalf of 
other members of the general public similarly 
situated;  
 

Plaintiff, 
 

vs. 
 
MERCY RETIREMENT AND CARE CENTER 
AND ELDER CARE ALLIANCE INC., an 
unknown business entity; and DOES through 100, 
inclusive, 
 
                      Defendants. 
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MARITES BALLESTEROS, individually, and on 
behalf of other members of the general public 
similarly situated;  
 

Plaintiff, 
 
      vs. 
 
ELDER CARE ALLIANCE OF SAN 
FRANCISCO INC. D/B/A ALMAVIA OF SAN 
FRANCISCO, an unknown business entity; and 
DOES through 100, inclusive, 
 
                         Defendants. 
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DECLARATION OF JUSTIN LO 

I, JUSTIN LO, Declare: 

1. I am an attorney at law licensed to practice before all the courts of the State of California 

and before this Court. I am a founder of the law firm Work Lawyers P.C., and the attorney 

of record for the Plaintiff. 

2. I have personal knowledge of the facts stated herein and if called as a witness, I could and 

would competently testify to the following under oath. 

3. This declaration is submitted in support of Plaintiff’s Motion for Final Approval of Class 

Action Settlement and Application for Attorney’s Fees and Costs.  

4. Work Lawyers P.C. is representing Plaintiff Marta Aguilar in the above-entitled action. 

5. I am unaware of any conflict of interest between myself or my law firm and any member of 

the proposed Class which should or would preclude me from representing the Class. I also 

am unaware of any other cases raising any issues that overlap with the proposed class or 

issues raised in this matter. 

6. In the course of informal discovery prior to mediation my office made a request for a 

statistically significant sampling of 1/3rd of Defendant’s employee records comprising of 

the payroll summaries and daily time records. These records were then reviewed with the 

assistance of an expert to derive various damage models and possibilities of violation rates 

and damages.  

7. This matter proceeded through two challenging mediations with Mark Rudy Esq. as various 

disputes over liability and class certification arose.  

Qualifications of Class Counsel 

8. I have 14 years of experience as a practicing attorney, I graduated from University of 

California Irvine in 2006 and graduated from the University of California Los Angeles 

School of Law in 2011. While in law school, I obtained a specialization in business law and 

policy. 

9. I was selected as a 2019, 2020 and 2021 as a Rising Star in Employment Law by Super 

Lawyers.  
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10.  I have successfully represented hundreds of employees in legal matters including PAGA 

lawsuits, complex litigation cases and individual wage and hour and employment related 

matters. Work Lawyers PC’s practice is devoted entirely to the prosecution of employment-

related violations of the California Labor Code on behalf of California employees. 

11. Our firm focuses entirely on labor and employment matters on behalf of California 

employees and we have been exclusively practicing labor and employment, wage and hour 

class and PAGA actions since 2017. My firm is currently lead or co-lead counsel in over 50 

wage and hour class actions and/or representative actions brought under the Private 

Attorneys’ General Act of 2004 (“PAGA”) in both federal and state court. Attached as 

Exhibit A is a list of my representative wage and hour cases where I am lead or co-counsel.  

Settlement Agreement and Preliminary Approval 

12. The Parties Preliminary approval of the settlement of this matter was granted on or about 

June 12, 2025, by Hon. Somnath Raj Chatterjee. This Court conditionally certified the 

proposed Class for Settlement purposes. For purposes of the Settlement, the Court 

preliminarily certified a Settlement Class consisting of all current and former hourly-paid 

or non-exempt employees of Defendants in California employed between January 13, 2017 

through the date of preliminary approval, or 90 days after the signing of the MOU, 

whichever is sooner.”    (the “Class Period.”) Other than those who opt out of the Settlement, 

the total number of Class Members consists of Plaintiff and 1,253 individuals.   

13. This Settlement is fair and reasonable because it provides substantial and immediate benefits 

to the class members. The Settlement is jointly presented as the product of extensive arms’ 

length negotiations by experienced counsel on both sides after thorough discovery, 

litigation, and reorganization of the strengths and weaknesses of each side’s position. In 

calculating the appropriate settlement amount, the parties had sufficient information and 

had conducted an adequate investigation to allow them to make educated and informed 

analyses and conclusions. Accordingly, on behalf of Plaintiffs and on behalf of the Class, I 

submit that the calculated settlement for each participating class member is fair, reasonable, 

and adequate given the inherent risk and costs of litigation.  The settlement was reached 
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after months of negotiations with the aid of an experienced mediator on two separate 

occasions.  

14. To date, the response to the Settlement has been extremely favorable. To date, there are no 

objections to the proposed Settlement and Class Counsel is unaware of any Settlement Class 

Member who has filed an objection. (Singh Dec. ¶ 12). There are zero requests for exclusion 

and no outstanding disputes.  (Singh Dec. ¶ 13).  

15. In support of named Plaintiff Marta Aguilar request for an enhancement fee, Ms. Aguilar 

has concurrently filed her declaration regarding her efforts and personal risks undertaken to 

represent the class.  

16. The entire net settlement amount shall be distributed to participating Settlement Class 

Members. The net settlement amount is estimated to be at least $3,227,835.21. On average, 

each class member will receive $2,576.09. (Singh Dec. ¶17). The highest individual 

settlement payment will be approximately $8,988.15 . The average PAGA payment is 

$49.88 while the highest is $178.10 (Singh Dec. ¶18). 

17. It should be noted the period for class members to exclude themselves from the settlement 

was October 27, 2025.  

18. Therefore, the Settlement Class will receive payment that far exceeds the attorneys’ fees 

paid out pursuant to the Settlement. 

THE SETTLEMENT IS FAIR, JUST AND REASONABLE 

19. There was a tremendous amount of work performed by Work Lawyers PC on behalf of 

Plaintiffs and the Plaintiff Class on a contingency basis. Not less than 111.10  hours have 

been expended by Work Lawyers PC on this matter.  

20. The Court has the power to award attorney’s fees and expenses to Plaintiff’s counsel under 

the “common fund” theory as held by the California Supreme Court in Laffitte v. Robert 

Half International, Inc. (2016) 1 Cal.5th 480. The “common fund” theory permits attorneys’ 

fees in a class action to be calculated as a percentage of the common fund created by a 

settlement or judgment and an award is not per se unreasonable merely because it is 

calculated as a percentage of the common fund. Lafitte at 486.  
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ITEM DATE  HRS. RATE TOTAL BILLED BY      

 Communicate (with
client)
Discussion with client regarding
facts of her case, potential legal
outcomes, terms of representation ,
review of documents

4/14/2021 4.5 $750.00 $3,375.00 Justin Lo

 Communicate (with
client)
Review of defendants wage and
hour filings, other PAGA notices

4/16/2021 2.4 $750.00 $1,800.00 Justin Lo

 Communicate (with
client)
explaining to client the violations to
be pursued

4/19/2021 1.1 $750.00 $825.00 Justin Lo

 Draft/revise
Drafting of PAGA notice after review
of intake and documents

5/13/2021 1.8 $750.00 $1,350.00 Justin Lo

 Draft/revise
Drafting of PAGA complaint after
review of clients intake and 226
response documents

7/27/2021 2.7 $750.00 $2,025.00 Justin Lo

 Draft/revise
Draft and propound discovery after
review of file

10/8/2021 3.8 $750.00 $2,850.00 Justin Lo

PracticePanther - Aguilar, Marta

Page 1 of 9



ITEM DATE  HRS. RATE TOTAL BILLED BY      

 Draft/revise
Review OPC comments regarding
Belaire West notice

1/31/2022 0.8 $750.00 $600.00 Justin Lo

 Analyze
Review Defendants Form Rogs
Response General, Employment, RPD
and SROG

3/8/2022 4.8 $750.00 $3,600.00 Justin Lo

 Communicate with OPC
Discuss with OPC regarding stip of
discovery and reviewing proposed
stip

4/8/2022 0.8 $750.00 $600.00 Justin Lo

 Time
review of defendants doc
production

4/8/2022 6.3 $750.00 $4,725.00 Justin Lo

 Draft/revise
Draft meet and confer letter for form
rog, RPD

4/13/2022 2.8 $750.00 $2,100.00 Justin Lo

 Draft/revise
Amend and file amended PAGA
notice based upon new theories
and updated employer information

4/22/2022 1.6 $750.00 $1,200.00 Justin Lo

PracticePanther - Aguilar, Marta

Page 2 of 9



ITEM DATE  HRS. RATE TOTAL BILLED BY      

 Draft/revise
Draft email to Berger with my review
of the case, complaint, wage
statements and time cards on
areas to identify and likely violations
and defenses

7/8/2022 4.5 $750.00 $3,375.00 Justin Lo

 Communicate with OPC
Email to OPC regarding amending
PAGA notice and PAGA ccomplaint

7/22/2022 0.4 $750.00 $300.00 Justin Lo

 Analyze
Analyze first draft of Berger Report
and make comments for changes

7/22/2022 2.1 $750.00 $1,575.00 Justin Lo

 Analyze
Analyze second draft of Berger
analysis report

8/1/2022 0.8 $750.00 $600.00 Justin Lo

 Communicate (with
client)
Spoke with client about mediation
and clarifying facts and practices

8/3/2022 0.8 $750.00 $600.00 Justin Lo

 Draft/revise
Draft mediation brief and mark
wage statements, time cards and
employer policies

8/9/2022 11.5 $750.00 $8,625.00 Justin Lo

 Appear for/attend
review brief and review exhibits and
attend mediation with Mark Rudy

8/11/2022 8.5 $750.00 $6,375.00 Justin Lo

PracticePanther - Aguilar, Marta

Page 3 of 9



ITEM DATE  HRS. RATE TOTAL BILLED BY      

 Communicate with OPC
Email with Hightower regarding
deposition

10/5/2022 0.7 $750.00 $525.00 Justin Lo

 Communicate (other
outside counsel)
Preparation and call with other
counsel regarding potential petition
for coordination and joint discovery

10/6/2022 1.3 $750.00 $975.00 Justin Lo

 Communicate (with
client)
call with client to discuss deposition
preparation

10/7/2022 0.9 $750.00 $675.00 Justin Lo

 Communicate (with
client)
Discussion with client regarding
discovery responses and review of
responses and documents

11/14/2022 9.5 $750.00 $7,125.00 Justin Lo

 Draft/revise
Finalizing Plaintiffs Response to
Defendants RPD, FORM ROGS
Employment and Form Rogs
General

11/22/2022 2.8 $750.00 $2,100.00 Justin Lo

 Communicate (other
outside counsel)
Email with other counsel to
coordinate mediation, expenses
and fees

2/24/2023 0.4 $750.00 $300.00 Justin Lo

PracticePanther - Aguilar, Marta

Page 4 of 9



ITEM DATE  HRS. RATE TOTAL BILLED BY      

 Draft/revise
Draft email to OPC regarding
certain missing documents
regarding their time keeping policy.
Identify areas of concern for
mediation

3/17/2023 0.5 $750.00 $375.00 Justin Lo

 Appear for/attend
Appear for additional mediation
with Mark Rudy

3/21/2023 8.5 $750.00 $6,375.00 Justin Lo

 Communicate (with
client)
Discussion with client regarding
settlement, risks and benefits of
settlement, explaining remaining
process

3/27/2023 0.7 $750.00 $525.00 Justin Lo

 Analyze
Review MOU

4/28/2023 0.7 $750.00 $525.00 Justin Lo

 Analyze
Review of Judge Desautels general
order and inputting instructions and
notes

7/17/2023 0.7 $750.00 $525.00 Justin Lo

 Analyze
Review of long form settlement
agreement draft from Eva

9/25/2023 0.9 $750.00 $675.00 Justin Lo

PracticePanther - Aguilar, Marta
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ITEM DATE  HRS. RATE TOTAL BILLED BY      

 Analyze
Review of motion to consolidate and
FAC

10/20/2023 0.7 $750.00 $525.00 Justin Lo

 Analyze
Review of Long Form

11/1/2023 0.6 $750.00 $450.00 Justin Lo

 Communicate (with
client)
Answer client question about
settlement

11/1/2023 0.4 $750.00 $300.00 Justin Lo

 Analyze
Review of tentative ruling and
settlement agreement and PAGA
release

11/9/2023 0.9 $750.00 $675.00 Justin Lo

 Analyze
Review of bids from class
administrators

12/22/2023 0.3 $750.00 $225.00 Justin Lo

 Analyze
Review of long form and proposed
stipulation

12/26/2023 0.7 $750.00 $525.00 Justin Lo

 Communicate (with
client)
Call with other counsel and
summary of notes

1/16/2024 0.5 $750.00 $375.00 Justin Lo

PracticePanther - Aguilar, Marta
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ITEM DATE  HRS. RATE TOTAL BILLED BY      

 Communicate with OPC
Review of tentative in Aguilar matter
and email communication with
Andrew on further steps

1/29/2024 1.1 $750.00 $825.00 Justin Lo

 Communicate (other
external)
preparation and discussion of long
form settlement with other plaintiffs
counsel

3/25/2024 0.6 $750.00 $450.00 Justin Lo

 Analyze
review proposal of responsibilities
between counsel

3/25/2024 0.6 $750.00 $450.00 Justin Lo

 Draft/revise
Review motion for P&A and
declarations for preliminary
approval

7/2/2024 3.2 $750.00 $2,400.00 Justin Lo

 Draft/revise
Drafting declaration for preliminary
approval

7/3/2024 2.8 $750.00 $2,100.00 Justin Lo

 Review and Revise
Draft dec for motion for preliminary
approval and provide review of
motion for preliminary approval

9/18/2024 2.4 $750.00 $1,800.00 Justin Lo

 Draft/revise
Review of motion for preliminary
approval and associated decs

9/24/2024 0.8 $750.00 $600.00 Justin Lo

PracticePanther - Aguilar, Marta
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ITEM DATE  HRS. RATE TOTAL BILLED BY      

 Other
Finalize motion and declarations for
preliminary approval with exhibits

9/24/2024 0.3 $750.00 $225.00 Justin Lo

 Analyze
Review of class notice and
settlement agreement

1/3/2025 0.6 $750.00 $450.00 Justin Lo

 Communicate (with
client)
Explaining to client the revised
settlement agreement

1/3/2025 0.4 $750.00 $300.00 Justin Lo

 Communicate (with
client)
texted client regarding case update

8/20/2025 0.3 $750.00 $225.00 Justin Lo

 Manage data/files
Verified the court docket to
determine if a tentative ruling had
been issued

9/9/2025 0.1 $750.00 $75.00 Justin Lo

 Manage data/files
save tentative ruling

9/9/2025 0.1 $150.00 $15.00 Kimberly Rodriguez

 Analyze
Analyze and add comments
regarding administrator email

11/7/2025 0.4 $750.00 $300.00 Justin Lo

PracticePanther - Aguilar, Marta
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ITEM DATE  HRS. RATE TOTAL BILLED BY      

 Communicate (with
client)
Texted client regarding declaration

11/10/2025 0.3 $750.00 $225.00 Justin Lo

 Draft/revise
Drafted Declaration of Justin Lo ISO
Motion for Final Approval of Class
and PAGA Settlement

11/10/2025 1.3 $750.00 $975.00 Justin Lo

 Draft/revise
Drafted Declaration of Marta Aguilar
ISO Motion for Final Approval of
Class and PAGA Settlement

11/10/2025 0.7 $750.00 $525.00 Justin Lo

 Analyze
Review motion for final approval
and all associated declarations

11/13/2025 1.4 $750.00 $1,050.00 Justin Lo

111.10 $83,265.00 USD

PracticePanther - Aguilar, Marta
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EXPENSE DATE  PRICE TOTAL QTY MATTER      

Postage
LC 226 Request Letters for Client's
Personnel File

5/13/2021 $4.16 $8.32 2
Aguilar v Elder Care Alliance
(PAGA)

Postage
Mailing of PAGA Notice

5/13/2021 $4.16 $8.32 2
Aguilar v Elder Care Alliance
(PAGA)

Courtfees
PAGA Notice

5/13/2021 $75.00 $75.00 1
Aguilar v Elder Care Alliance
(PAGA)

Uncategorized
Research regarding other filings against
Defendants from UniCourt

7/28/2021 $11.30 $11.30 1
Aguilar v Elder Care Alliance
(PAGA)

Courtfees
E-Filing Documents: Complaint Summons
Civil Case Cover Sheet

8/5/2021 $562.45 $562.45 1
Aguilar v Elder Care Alliance
(PAGA)

Courtfees
Service of Process

8/6/2021 $114.35 $114.35 1
Aguilar v Elder Care Alliance
(PAGA)

Courtfees
Service of Process

9/7/2021 $114.35 $114.35 1
Aguilar v Elder Care Alliance
(PAGA)

Courtfees
Documents: Notice of Case Management
Statement

10/19/2021 $110.20 $110.20 1
Aguilar v Elder Care Alliance
(PAGA)

Courtfees
Case Management Conference

11/29/2021 $34.95 $34.95 1
Aguilar v Elder Care Alliance
(PAGA)

PracticePanther - Aguilar, Marta
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EXPENSE DATE  PRICE TOTAL QTY MATTER      

Berger Consulting Group
Berger Consulting Group- Wage
Statement and Time Card Analysis

8/12/2022 $1,500.00 $1,500.00 1
Aguilar v Elder Care Alliance
(PAGA)

Mediation
Mediation Fees for Mark Rudy

3/20/2023 $3,125.00 $3,125.00 1
Aguilar v Elder Care Alliance
(PAGA)

Berger Consulting Group
Berger Analysis For Wage Statements and
Time Records

3/23/2023 $4,007.50 $4,007.50 1
Aguilar v Elder Care Alliance
(PAGA)

Courtfees
E-Filing Documents: Joint Case
Management Statement

7/17/2023 $36.90 $36.90 1
Aguilar v Elder Care Alliance
(PAGA)

Courtfees
E-Filing Ntc of Settlement

7/25/2023 $29.95 $29.95 1
Aguilar v Elder Care Alliance
(PAGA)

Courtfees
E-Filing Joint Status Conference
Statement

3/25/2024 $20.55 $20.55 1
Aguilar v Elder Care Alliance
(PAGA)

Rapid Legal
Case Management Statement

7/2/2024 $20.55 $20.55 1
Aguilar v Elder Care Alliance
(PAGA)

$9,779.69 USD

PracticePanther - Aguilar, Marta
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