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NOTICE OF PAGA SETTLEMENT 

Lockwood, et al., v. Storer Transportation School and Contract Service, et al. 

Superior Court of California, County of Stanislaus 

Case No. CV-23-002976 

 

Dear [Settlement Group Member’s Name]: 

Enclosed with this letter is a settlement check being paid to you pursuant to the settlement of the 

lawsuit filed in the Superior Court of California, County of Stanislaus, entitled Lockwood, et al., 

v. Storer Transportation School and Contract Service, et al., Case Number CV-23-002976 

(“Action”). The purpose of this letter is to provide you with basic information about the Action, 

the reasons why you are receiving the enclosed settlement check, and the effect of the settlement 

on your legal rights. 

I. The Action 

On May 25, 2023, Plaintiff Latisha Lockwood (“Plaintiff”), a former employee of  Defendant 

Storer Transportation School and Contract Service, commenced this Action by filing a complaint 

against Defendants Storer Transportation School and Contract Service and Storer Transportation 

Service (“Defendants”) in the Superior Court of California, County of Stanislaus.  On September 

25, 2023, Plaintiff filed First Amended Complaint pursuant to Labor Code section 2698 (Private 

Attorneys General Act of 2004 (“PAGA”)) (“Operative Complaint”), on behalf of the State of 

California and: 

Past and present non-exempt, hourly-paid employees of Defendants who worked in 

California during the applicable statute of limitations period. 

In the Action, Plaintiff claimed Defendants owed civil penalties under PAGA to Plaintiff and the 

Settlement Group Members for alleged violations of the Labor Code. Defendants deny they 

violated the Labor Code, deny the allegations in the Operative Complaint, and deny all liability 

under PAGA to Plaintiff, Settlement Group Members, and the State of California. 

The merits of the Action have not been determined. However, on [Approval Date], the Superior 

Court of California, County of Stanislaus, approved a settlement of the Action that Defendants 

entered to avoid the costs and disruption of litigation. 

II. Why This Settlement Check Is Being Sent to You 

The settlement approved by the Superior Court of California, County of Stanislaus, involves a 

payment of civil penalties. In accordance with PAGA, seventy-five percent (75%) of the civil 

penalties paid under the settlement goes to the California Labor and Workforce Development 

Agency. The remaining twenty-five percent (25%) of the civil penalties paid under the settlement 

will be distributed to all Settlement Group Members. The enclosed settlement check is being sent 

to you because you have been identified as a Settlement Group Member. 
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III. How the Amount of Your Settlement Check Was Determined 

The enclosed settlement check was calculated based on the total number of pay periods you worked 

for Defendants from May 26, 2022 through April 30, 2024 relative to all other Settlement Group 

Members. 

Your settlement check will remain negotiable for one hundred eighty (180) calendar days after its 

mailing. If your settlement check is not cashed, deposited, or negotiated within this timeframe, it 

will be voided and transmitted to a cy pres recipient, approved by the Court. The Parties will 

propose Legal Aid at Work.  

IV. Consequences of the Settlement 

The Action was filed as a representative action under PAGA, which functions as a substitute for 

an enforcement action by the State of California. 

The Court’s order and judgment approving the settlement of the Action binds all persons, including 

nonparty employees, who would be bound by a judgment in an action brought by California itself. 

As a result, although you are not a “party” to the Action, the judgment entered upon settlement of 

the Action is binding on you with respect to any claims for civil penalties under PAGA 

encompassed by the settlement. That is true regardless of whether you choose to cash, deposit, or 

negotiate the enclosed settlement check. 

V. Taxation of Your Individual Settlement Award 

You will be issued an IRS Form 1099 in connection with the funds paid to you via the enclosed 

check if your Individual Settlement Award is $600 or more. However, you are solely responsible 

for all tax obligations attributable to you that may arise as a result of receiving the settlement 

check. If you have any tax-related questions regarding your receipt of the enclosed check, you 

should direct them your own tax advisor. 

VI. Where to Get More Information 

Do not call or contact the Superior Court of California, County of Stanislaus, about this letter, 

settlement, settlement check sent to you, or Action in general. If you have questions about this 

letter, settlement, settlement check sent to you, or Action in general, you may contact the 

Administrator using the contact information listed below, or consult the Stanislaus Superior Court 

Website.  __________ at [INSERT CONTACT INFORMATION]. 

Dated: INSERT DATE 
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