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Arrash T. Fattahi (SBN 333676)
arrash.fattahi@wilshirelawfirm.com
Lisa B. Iturriaga (SBN 339678)
lisa.iturriaga@wilshirelawfirm.com
Arman A. Salehi (SBN 351112)
arman.salehi@wilshirelawfirm.com
WILSHIRE LAW FIRM

660 S. Figueroa St., Sky Lobby
Los Angeles, California 90017
Telephone: (213) 381-9988
Facsimile: (213) 381-9989

Attorneys for Plaintiff

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES - SPRING STREET COURTHOUSE

JEANNETTE SANCHEZ, individually, and
on behalf of all others similarly situated,

Plaintiff,
v.

LAKEWOOD EYE PHYSICIANS AND
SURGEONS, INC., A MEDICAL GROUP, a
California corporation; and DOES 1 through
10, inclusive,

Defendants.

Case No. 23STCV11175

Assigned for all purposes to:
Hon. Theresa M. Traber
Dept. 1

DECLARATION OF SEAN HARTRANFT
IN SUPPORT OF MOTION FOR
PRELIMINARY APPROVAL OF CLASS
ACTION AND PAGA SETTLEMENT

PRELIMINARY APPROVAL HEARING
Date: November 24, 2025
Time: 10:30 a.m.

Dept: 1
Complaint Filed: May 17, 2023
Trial Date: Not Set Yet

DECLARATION OF SEAN HARTRANFT IN SUPPORT OF MOTION FOR PRELIMINARY
APPROVAL OF CLASS ACTION AND PAGA SETTLEMENT
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DECLARATION OF SEAN HARTRANFT

I, Sean Hartranft, declare as follows:

1. I am the Chief Executive Officer of Apex Class Action LLC., a class action
settlement administration company headquartered in Irvine, California. I have personal
knowledge of the facts outlined in this declaration and, if called as a witness, I could and would
competently testify thereto.

2. Apex Class Action’s team has been directly involved with class action
administration for a combined 100 years and has successfully managed numerous class action
cases during that time. Our team comprises experienced professionals with extensive knowledge
of class action settlement administration. Additionally, Apex Class Action possesses the
necessary technology and infrastructure to manage large-scale class action cases efficiently. We
utilize state-of-the-art software and systems to ensure that all aspects of the administration process
are executed accurately and efficiently.

3. The legal practitioners or parties involved do not possess any form of ownership
stake or affiliation with Apex Class Action.

4.  Apex Class Action has extensive expertise in the dissemination of class action
notices and the administration of class action settlements. Our range of services includes first-
class mail via the United States Postal Service, a bilingual toll-free call center, interactive & static
website development and support, enterprise database management, response processing, and
Qualified Settlement Fund (QSF) distribution for class actions of various sizes. We maintain the
highest level of confidentiality in all our operations. Any class data and communication received
by us will be treated with utmost privacy and will not be disclosed to any unauthorized party.
Attached is our current CV, as Exhibit A, which highlights our primary competencies in class
action administration.

5. Apex Class Action ensures that Client and Class Member Information is only used
for the purposes specified in the relevant agreements or court orders governing the provision of
its legal services. To safeguard class member information, Apex Class Action has implemented a

comprehensive process to identify, assess, and mitigate risks in all areas of its operations,

DECLARATION OF SEAN HARTRANFT IN SUPPORT OF MOTION FOR PRELIMINARY
APPROVAL OF CLASS ACTION AND PAGA SETTLEMENT
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CASE TYPES

Consumer

Data Breach

Mass Tort Disbursement
Wage & Hour

Private Attorneys
General Act (PAGA)
Belaire West

Class Certification
Fair Labor Standards
Act (FSLA)
Telephone Consumer
Protection Act (TCPA)
Employee Retirement
Income Security Act
(ERISA)

Product Liability

SUMMARY

Apex Class Action brings together a seasoned team of professionals adept
at navigating the intricate landscape of legal processes and settlement
administration. Armed with extensive expertise, we offer a comprehensive
understanding of the nuances inherent in settlement procedures. Our
organization excels in communication and organization, leveraging cutting-
edge technology to streamline project management and adhere to rigorous
timelines with precision and efficiency.

From initial pre-settlement consultation to the final stages of disbursement
and tax reporting, our technology platform and stringent data security
protocols revolve around integration, automation, and observability. This
ensures swift and precise payment for class members, bolstering efficiency
and accuracy throughout the process.

PRELIMINARY CONSULTATION

Our complimentary preliminary consultation serves as the cornerstone for
establishing a comprehensive framework. This framework ensures that all
stakeholders grasp the project's scope, timeline, and budget parameters
effectively. Following the alignment of objectives and expectations between
plaintiff and defense counsel, our team diligently explores additional
avenues to identify potential class members. We go the extra mile by
offering detailed interactive banner ad campaigns and print media options,
maximizing outreach and engagement to achieve optimal results.

CASE MANAGEMENT

At Apex Class Action, our expert Case Managers and Data Managers take
charge of overseeing all aspects of the settlement administration process.
Their role is pivotal in ensuring strict adherence to court orders, settlement
agreements, and industry benchmarks. Working hand in hand with both
plaintiff and defense counsel, we meticulously manage every aspect of the
settlement administration process.

Our comprehensive mailing and notification services commence with
meticulous data scrubbing and the establishment of a class database,
guaranteeing the accuracy of contact information. Subsequently, the database
undergoes validation using the USPS National Change of Address (NCOA)
database to ensure precision and reliability. Additionally, we provide court-
certified translation services covering over 65 languages, facilitating
effective communication across diverse demographics. In instances where
mail is returned as undeliverable, we undertake skip tracing to obtain updated
addresses for class members, ensuring that all notices reach their intended
recipients without delay.




To ensure transparency throughout the entire process, a steady cadence of reports, as defined
during the preliminary consultation, is generated throughout the administration process for
both the plaintiff and defense counsel.

Our capability to provide cost-effective pricing is rooted in our adept utilization of cutting-
edge technology, a team of highly skilled professionals, and an optimized process. Should the
courts approve the utilization of modern electronic notification methods like email and banner
ads, we ensure both certainty and cost-effectiveness. Through electronic disbursement, we
offer a highly efficient strategy wherein settlement awards are directly delivered to class
members, mitigating potential drawbacks associated with traditional mail delivery and
enhancing overall efficiency.

TAX COMPLIANCE & CASE RESOLUTION

Apex leverages its proprietary technology to efficiently manage all necessary state and federal
tax reporting requirements. This includes establishing a Settlement Federal Tax Identification
Number (FIEN) with the IRS and Qualified Settlement Fund (QSF) EDD accounts where
applicable. We handle taxes associated with settlements involving multiple state tax filings,
as well as manage all payroll tax filings such as Form 940, 941, and state filings. Additionally,
our services encompass the preparation of information returns (Forms W-2, 1099, and 1042-
S) for reportable payments and the preparation of the annual Federal income tax return (Form
1120-SF). Moreover, we provide comprehensive management of qualified settlement funds
(QSF), ensuring that all accounts are FDIC-insured bank accounts. Our full suite of
comprehensive tax management services includes:

= Prepare and fill all applicable returns = Payroll tax filings, including Form 940,
(Forms W-2, 1099, and 1042-S) 941, and state filings

= FID-Insured QSF Bank Accounts = State and Federal Tax Reporting

= |RS Federal Tax Identification Number = QSF Audit Reports

= Prepare And File 1120-SF Tax Returns with Quarterly Tax Obligations

CONTACT

Address B Phone

18 Technology Dr. Ste. 164 Info@apexclassaction.com 1.800.355.0700
Irvine, CA 92618
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