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Facsimile: (310) 943-0396

Attorneys for Plaintiff Ricardo Arciniega Gonzalez

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

RICARDO ARCINIEGA GONZALEZ,

individually, and on behalf of other members of
the general public similarly situated, and as an
aggrieved employee pursuant to the Private

Attorneys General Act (“PAGA”),
Plaintiff,

VS.

SHULTZ STEEL COMPANY, a California
corporation; and DOES 1 through 10, inclusive,

Defendants.

Lead Case No. 23STCV09167
Related Case No. 23STCV18306

Assigned to the Hon. Theresa M. Traber

DECLARATION OF RICARDO ARCINIEGA
GONZALEZ IN SUPPORT OF MOTION
FOR COURT APPROVAL OF THE
PARTIES’ PAGA SETTLEMENT

Date: April 13,2026
Time: 10:30 am.
Place: Department 1

Complaint Filed: April 25, 2023
Trial Date: None Set
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DECLARATION OF RICARDO ARCINIEGA GONZALEZ

L, Ricardo Arciniega Gonzalez, hereby declare as follows:

1. I am over eighteen years old. Unless the context indicates otherwise, I have personal
knowledge of the following facts, and if called as a witness, I could and would testify competently to
them. I am the named plaintiff in the above-captioned action. I make this declaration in support of the
Motion for Court Approval of the Parties’ PAGA Settlement.

2. I was employed by Defendant Shultz Steel, LLC (f/k/a Shultz Steel Company)
(“Defendant”) as an hourly paid, non-exempt employee from approximately August 2022 to February
2023. I worked as a Polisher at Defendant’s facility in South Gate, California. My primary job duties
included polishing and resurfacing cavities and bores of contoured metal die.

3. I decided to file this lawsuit because I had a number of grievances against Defendant
stemming from its labor policies. These grievances are set forth in detail in the operative Complaint and
my letter to California Labor and Workforce Development Agency (“LWDA”).

4. Prior to filing the action, my attorneys and I had multiple conferences about the factual
bases for the claims that I wanted to pursue against Defendant.! During those conferences, my attorneys
provided me with an overview of how those claims would be litigated and generally educated me about
the nature of complex/representative litigation and my role as the representative Plaintiff.

5. After retaining my attorneys, I spent considerable time on the phone discussing the facts
of my case with my attorneys. I discussed the facts related to my employment with Defendant, including
discussing my job duties and responsibilities, my job position, the hours and days I worked, and how I
was compensated.

6. When I agreed to represent the LWDA as a deputized private attorney general, [
understood it was my duty to be readily available and to participate actively in this case. [ knew that |
would be required to review documents, search for documents and produce them to my attorneys,

answer written questions, potentially answer oral questions and testify truthfully under oath, and be

! Although the preservation of my attorney-client privilege requires that I refrain from revealing
the specifics of my communications with my attorneys, [ understand that the privilege is not waived by
stating generally the matters that I have discussed with my attorneys.
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available to appear in court, if necessary.

7. On September 26, 2023, I had my deposition taken in this case. Prior to the deposition I
spent five to six hours preparing for the deposition with my attorneys. The deposition took most of the
day and I had to travel approximately 25 miles each way to and from my home in Cudahy California to
Santa Moncia, California where the deposition was taken.

8. [ understand my individual wage and hour an PAGA claims were compelled to
arbitration with the representative PAGA claims stayed and an arbitration complaint was filed on my
behalf.

9. I understood that I needed to maintain awareness of the status and progress of the lawsuit
and arbitration.

10. My attorneys provided me with a draft of the Complaint for my review and approval. I
closely reviewed the Complaint to ensure accuracy and completeness. Following the filing of the
Complaint, I collaborated with my attorneys on the prosecution of my claims, and I regularly contacted
my attorneys to stay current on the status of the litigation, and to discuss my attorneys’ progress in
prosecuting the claims.

11. I have worked to the best of my ability to prosecute this action on behalf of the LWDA,
always considering the interests of the LWDA just as I would consider my own interests. I believe
PAGA actions are an important tool to assure compliance with the Labor Code.

12. Since initiating this lawsuit until now, I have kept aware of the status of the lawsuit and
provided my attorneys with documents and information used by them in the litigation. I have spent large
amounts of time and effort pursuing my claims and the claims of the other employees from the time I
retained my attorneys to the present date.

13. I 'have carefully reviewed the terms of the proposed settlement. My attorneys explained
the specifics of how the settlement would work and I accepted the settlement only after I had spent time
evaluating the proposed outcome to assure that it was fair. Based on my attorneys’ evaluation and
recommendation, and my own review, I believe the settlement is fair and reasonable in light of PAGA’s
policies and purposes.

14. In summary, over the course of this litigation and in the arbitration, [ have spent a
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significant amount of time conferring and working with my attorneys on the prosecution of my claims
and evaluating the settlement and related documents. I estimate that I have spent between 40- 45 hours
assisting my attorneys in the prosecution of this lawsuit and accompanying arbitration. I am committed
to this case and will continue to make myself available as needed in the settlement process.

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is

true and correct. Executed on [Date] , at [City] , California.

Ricardo Arciniega Gonzalez
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DECLARACION DE RICARDO ARCINIEGA GONZALEZ

Yo, Ricardo Arciniega Gonzalez, declaro lo siguiente:

1. Yo tengo mas de dieciocho aios de edad. A lo menos que el contexto indice lo
contrario, yo tengo conocimiento personal de los hechos siguientes, y si llamado como testigo, yo podria
testificar y lo haria de manera competente. Yo soy el demandante nombrado en la accion titulada arriba.
Yo hago esta declaracion en apoyo a la Mocioén de Aprobacion de Acuerdo de PAGA de los Partes.

2. Yo fui empleado por el Demandado Shultz Steel, LLC (f'k/a Shultz Steel Company)
(“Demandado”) como un empleado no-exento, pagado por hora desde aproximadamente agosto 2022
hasta febrero 2023. Yo trabaje como un Pulidor en la ubicacion del Demandado en South Gate,
California. Mis deberes laborales primarios incluian pulir y renovar la cavidades y orificios de metal
contorneados.

3. Yo decidi presentar esta demanda porque yo tuve varias quejas en contra el
Demandando proveniente de sus politicas laborales. Estas quejas estan enunciadas en detalle en la
Demanda operativa y mi carta a la Agencia de Desarrollo Laboral y de La Fuerza Labor (“LWDA”).

4. Antes de iniciar la demanda, yo y mis abogados tuvimos multiples conferencias sobre la
base factica para los reclamos que yo queria procesar en contra del Demandado.! Durante esas
conferencias, mis abogados me proporcionaron una descripcion general de como esos reclamos serian
litigados y me educaron sobre la naturaleza de litigacion complejo/litigacion representativa y mi papel
como el Demandante representativo.

5. Después de retener mis abogados, yo gaste una cantidad de tiempo considerable por el
teléfono hablando de los hechos de mi caso con mis abogados. Yo hable de los hechos relacionado a mi
empleo con el Demandado, incluyendo mis deberes laborales y responsabilidades, mi posicion en el
trabajo, mis horas y dias que trabaje, y como fui compensado.

6. Cuando yo acepté a representar al LWDA como un fiscal general privado delegado, yo

entendi que era mi deber de estar listo y disponible para participar activamente en este caso. Yo supe que

! Aunque la preservacion del privilegio de abogado-cliente requiere que yo abstenga de revelar
los detalles de mis comunicaciones con mis abogados, yo entiendo que el privilegio no se renuncia al

exponer de manera general los asuntos de cual yo platique con mis abogados.
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yo iba ser requerido a revisar documentos, buscar documentos, producir se los a mis abogados,
responder a preguntas escritas, y potencialmente responder a preguntas orales y testificar honestamente
bajo juramento, y estar disponible para aparecer en corte, si era necesario.

7. El 26 de septiembre, 2023, tomaron mi deposicion en este caso. Antes de mi deposicion,
yo dure cinco a seis horas preparando para la deposicion con mis abogados. La deposicion tomo la
mayoria del dia y yo tuve que viajar aproximadamente 25 millas en cada sentido hacia y desde mi casa
en Cudahy California a Santa Monica, California en donde la deposicion fue tomada.

8. Yo entiendo mis reclamos individuales de pago y hora y de PAGA fueron obligados a
arbitraje y los reclamos representativos de PAGA fueron permanecidos y una demanda de arbitraje fue
archivada en mi nombre.

0. Yo entendi que necesitaba que mantener la conciencia del estado y progreso de la
demanda y el arbitraje.

10. Mis abogados me dieron un borrador de la Queja para que la revisara y aprobara. Yo
revise la Queja cercanamente para asegurar me dé la precision y que estuviera completa. Luego de que
se presento la Queja, yo colabore con mis abogados en la persecucion de mis reclamos, y regularmente
contactaba a mis abogados para mantenerme actualizado en el estado presente de la litigacion, y para
platicar con mis abogados sobre el progreso en procesar mis reclamaciones.

11. Yo trabajé lo mejor que yo pude para procesar esta Demanda por parte del LWDA,
siempre considerando los intereses del LWDA igual como consideraba mis propios intereses. Yo pienso
que demandas de PAGA son una herramienta importante para asegurar el cumplimento con al Codigo
Laboral.

12. Desde que inicie esta Demanda hasta ahorita, Yo me he mantenido consciente del estado
de la demanda y daba documentos a mis abogados e informacion que usaban en la litigacion. Yo gasté
mucho tiempo y esfuerzo en procesar mis reclamos y los reclamos de otros empleados desde que yo
retuve mis abogados hasta la fecha presente.

13. Yo revise cuidadosamente a los términos en el acuerdo propuesto. Mis abogados me
explicaron los detalles de como el acuerdo trabajaba y yo acepte el acuerdo solo después que yo gaste

tiempo evaluando el resultado propuesto para asegurarme que era justo. Basado en la evaluacion y
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recomendacion de mis abogados, y mi propio reviso, yo pienso que el acuerdo es justo y razonable en la
luz de las politicas y las metas de PAGA.

14. En resumen, sobre el curso de esta litigacion y arbitraje, yo tuve que gastar una cantidad
significante de tiempo confiriendo y trabajando con mis abogados en proceder mis reclamos y evaluando
el acuerdo y los documentos relacionados. Yo calculo que gaste aproximadamente dentro de 40- 45
horas asistiendo a mis abogados en el procedimiento de esta demanda y arbitraje adjunto. Yo estoy
comprometido a este caso y yo continuare haciendo me disponible segiin como sea necesario en el

proceso del acuerdo.

Yo declaro bajo la penalidad de perjurio bajo las leyes del estado de California que lo precedente

es correcto y verdadero. Ejecutado el [Fecha] 12/2/2025 ,en [Cuidad] Cudahy ,
California.
Firmado por:
N
Ricardo Arciniega Gonzalez
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