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Drew Lewis, Esg. (SBN 309288)
drew@drewlewis.aw

DREW LEWIS, PC

3010 Lava Ridge Ct. Ste. 120
Roseville, CA 95661

Tel: (833) 600-7400

Attorneys for Plaintiff RIGOBERTO VALLE
(See additional counsel information next page)
SUPERIOR COURT STATE OF CALIFORNIA

COUNTY OF STANISLAUS

RIGOBERTO VALLE on behalf of Case No.: CV-23-001433
himself and similarly situated employees,
DECLARATION OF DREW LEWIS IN
Plaintiff(s), SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFF'S MOTION
V. FOR PRELIMINARY APPROVAL
STANISLAUS FOOD PRODUCTS Date: Nov 20, 2024
COMPANY, a California Corporation; Time: 8:30 a.m.
DOES 1-20, inclusive, Judge: Hon. John D. Freeland
Dept.: 23
Defendant(s).
Complaint Filed: March 21, 2023
Trial Date: Not Set

BOKHOUR LAW GROUP, P.C.

Mehrdad Bokhour, Esq., CA Bar No. 285256
1901 Avenue of the Stars, Suite 450

Los Angeles, California 90067

Tel: (310) 975-1493; Fax: (310) 675-0861
Email: mehrdad@bokhourlaw.com

FALAKASSA LAW, P.C.

Joshua S. Falakassa, CA Bar No. 295045
1901 Avenue of the Stars, Suite 450

Los Angeles, California 90067

Tel: (818) 456-6168; Fax: (888) 505-0868
Email: josh@falakassalaw.com

Attorneys for Plaintiff MARIO CASTILLO

DECL. DREW LEWIS ISO PLAINTIFF'S MOTION FOR
PRELIMINARY APPROVAL

Case No.: CV-23-001433
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HAINES LAW GROUP, APC

Paul K. Haines (SBN 248226)

Fletcher W. Schmidt (SBN 286462)

Matthew K. Moen (SBN 305956)

Susan J. Perez (SBN 329044)

2155 Campus Drive, Suite 180

El Segundo, California 90245

Tel: (424) 292-2350

Fax: (424) 292-2355

Email: phaines@haineslawgroup.com
fschmidt@haineslawgroup.com
mmoen@haineslawgroup.com
sperez@haineslawgroup.com

Attorneys for Plaintiff VICTORIA MARTINEZ

BRADLEY/GROMBACHER, LLP

Marcus Bradley, Esq. (SBN 174156)

Kiley Grombacher, Esq. (SBN 245960)

Lirit A. King, Esg. (SBN 252521)

Emilie MacLean, Esq. (SBN 349539)

31365 Oak Crest Drive, Suite 240

Westlake Village, CA 91361 Telephone: (805) 270-7100

Facsimile: (805) 270-7589

Email: mbradley@bradleygrombacher.com
kgrombacher@bradleygrombacher.com
Iking@bradleygrombacher.com
maclean@bradleygrombacher.com

Attorneys for Plaintiffs REBECA BALBUENA ANDRES and MARTIN SOHAL

DECL. DREW LEWIS ISO PLAINTIFF'S MOTION FOR Case No.: CV-23-001433
PRELIMINARY APPROVAL
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DECLARATION OF DREW LEWIS

I, DREW LEWIS, declare as follows:

1. I am an attorney duly admitted to practice law before all courts of the State of
California, I am an attorney in the law firm of Drew Lewis, PC, and | am one of the attorneys of
record in this matter. If called upon to testify as to the matters stated herein, | could and would
do so competently and truthfully. I make this declaration as counsel for Plaintiffs’ Motion for
Preliminary Approval:

PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND AND EXPERIENCE

1. I received a B.A. degree in Political Science from the University of California,
Berkeley and a J.D. degree from University of California Hastings College of the Law in
2015. I have been licensed to practice law in California since May 2016.

2. | am Managing Attorney and Lead Trial Counsel at Drew Lewis, PC. We
exclusively represent employees in employment disputes. Nearly one-hundred percent of our
practice is devoted to litigation. Of that, approximately 30% of our practice involves complex
and representative matters, while the other 70% involves single and multi-individual matters. |
have previously been appointed as class counsel in multiple class actions.

3. As part of our litigation practice, my Firm regularly takes cases through trial. |
have tried eight cases as first chair. Six of these cases involved some form of wage and hour
claims, like the claims alleged in the complaint in this case.

4. During the course of the litigation, my Firm, as well as co-counsel in this case
conducted an investigation into the facts and circumstances surrounding the claims alleged. This
involved both interview of witnesses as well as review and analysis of documents obtained
through informal discovery. Based on my experience | believe we had all necessary information
in order to make a reasonable determination about the potential liability, exposure and risk.
Considering this, I believe the settlement reached is fair and reasonable.

ATTORNEY’S FEES

5. The market rate for an attorney with my litigation and trial experience is at or

exceeds $700 per hour. My 2023 rate of $625 per hour was approved in Los Angeles Superior
1

DECL. DREW LEWIS ISO PLAINTIFF'S MOTION FOR Case No.: CV-23-001433
PRELIMINARY APPROVAL
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Court. Further a rate of $900 was approved in 2023 for attorney Dan Schnebly. The rates of
billers on this matter are described below:

6. This case was taken on a contingency basis where our Firm does not get paid unless we
are able to recover money for the Plaintiff(s). Additionally, we advance all costs in the matter. It
IS my experience, having represented hundreds of employees, that the vast majority of employees
are unable to afford hourly legal representation. But for law firms that take cases on contingency,
they would have no access to civil justice. However, this type of arrangement creates substantial
risk for lawyers who take on these cases.

7. In light of the foregoing and our Firm’s extensive experience representing employees in
wage and hour matters, including complex and representative actions, and our significant trial
experience, the fees above are appropriate.

8. My Firm’s total costs are $10,177.45 and include filing fees, expert analysis fees, and

mediation fees. Those costs are detailed below:

Description Cost
Filing and Service fees $1,755.53
Interpreter fees $585.56
Remote Court Appearance fees $60.70
Postage fee $19.00
Mediation fee $5,666.66
Expert fee $2,090.00
Total $10,177.45

SERVICE PAYMENT

9. The Parties have agreed that Plaintiff VValle will be paid a service payment in the amount
of $7,500.00. This payment is intended to recognize the time and effort that Plaintiff spent on

behalf of other Class Members and the State in bringing this case forward. The requested award

DECL. DREW LEWIS ISO PLAINTIFF'S MOTION FOR Case No.: CV-23-001433
PRELIMINARY APPROVAL
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is appropriate. Because of his efforts, the Class will receive a substantial benefit, including payouts

for the unpaid wages that are owed to them.

| declare under penalty of perjury that the facts stated in this declaration are true and

correct and that this declaration was executed on November 26, 2024, in Roseville, California.
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DREW LEWIS

DECL. DREW LEWIS ISO PLAINTIFF'S MOTION FOR Case No.: CV-23-001433
PRELIMINARY APPROVAL




