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DECLARATION OF DREW LEWIS 

I, DREW LEWIS, declare as follows: 

1. I am an attorney duly admitted to practice law before all courts of the State of 

California, I am an attorney in the law firm of Drew Lewis, PC, and I am one of the attorneys of 

record in this matter. If called upon to testify as to the matters stated herein, I could and would 

do so competently and truthfully.  I make this declaration as counsel for Plaintiffs’ Motion for 

Preliminary Approval:  

PROFESSIONAL BACKGROUND AND EXPERIENCE 

1. I received a B.A. degree in Political Science from the University of California, 

Berkeley and a J.D. degree from University of California Hastings College of the Law in 

2015.  I have been licensed to practice law in California since May 2016.  

2.  I am Managing Attorney and Lead Trial Counsel at Drew Lewis, PC. We 

exclusively represent employees in employment disputes. Nearly one-hundred percent of our 

practice is devoted to litigation. Of that, approximately 30% of our practice involves complex 

and representative matters, while the other 70% involves single and multi-individual matters. I 

have previously been appointed as class counsel in multiple class actions. 

3. As part of our litigation practice, my Firm regularly takes cases through trial. I 

have tried eight cases as first chair. Six of these cases involved some form of wage and hour 

claims, like the claims alleged in the complaint in this case. 

4. During the course of the litigation, my Firm, as well as co-counsel in this case 

conducted an investigation into the facts and circumstances surrounding the claims alleged. This 

involved both interview of witnesses as well as review and analysis of documents obtained 

through informal discovery. Based on my experience I believe we had all necessary information 

in order to make a reasonable determination about the potential liability, exposure and risk. 

Considering this, I believe the settlement reached is fair and reasonable.  

ATTORNEY’S FEES 

5. The market rate for an attorney with my litigation and trial experience is at or 

exceeds $700 per hour. My 2023 rate of $625 per hour was approved in Los Angeles Superior 
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Court. Further a rate of $900 was approved in 2023 for attorney Dan Schnebly. The rates of 

billers on this matter are described below: 

6. This case was taken on a contingency basis where our Firm does not get paid unless we 

are able to recover money for the Plaintiff(s). Additionally, we advance all costs in the matter. It 

is my experience, having represented hundreds of employees, that the vast majority of employees 

are unable to afford hourly legal representation. But for law firms that take cases on contingency, 

they would have no access to civil justice. However, this type of arrangement creates substantial 

risk for lawyers who take on these cases. 

7. In light of the foregoing and our Firm’s extensive experience representing employees in 

wage and hour matters, including complex and representative actions, and our significant trial 

experience, the fees above are appropriate.  

8. My Firm’s total costs are $10,177.45 and include filing fees, expert analysis fees, and 

mediation fees. Those costs are detailed below: 

 

Description Cost 

Filing and Service fees $1,755.53 

Interpreter fees $585.56 

Remote Court Appearance fees $60.70 

Postage fee $19.00 

Mediation fee $5,666.66 

Expert fee $2,090.00 

Total $10,177.45 

 

SERVICE PAYMENT 

9. The Parties have agreed that Plaintiff Valle will be paid a service payment in the amount 

of $7,500.00. This payment is intended to recognize the time and effort that Plaintiff spent on 

behalf of other Class Members and the State in bringing this case forward. The requested award 
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is appropriate. Because of his efforts, the Class will receive a substantial benefit, including payouts 

for the unpaid wages that are owed to them. 

I declare under penalty of perjury that the facts stated in this declaration are true and 

correct and that this declaration was executed on November 26, 2024, in Roseville, California. 

 _________________ 

DREW LEWIS 
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