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EXHIBIT A 



CIRCUIT COURT IN THE SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
IN AND FOR BROWARD COUNTY, FLORIDA 

 
---------------------------------------------------------------X 
JAKE ERNST, on behalf of himself and others : 
similarly situated,     : 
         : 

Plaintiff,     : No. CACE24002915 
   : 

v.       : 
         : 
ALLIED UNIVERSAL COMPLIANCE &  : 
INVESTIGATIONS, INC.,    : 

   : 
Defendant.      : 

---------------------------------------------------------------X 
 

AGREED ORDER ON UNOPPOSED MOTION FOR APPROVAL OF COLLECTIVE 

ACTION AND CALIFORNIA PRIVATE ATTORNEYS GENERAL ACT 

SETTLEMENT, ISSUANCE OF NOTICE TO THE SETTLEMENT COLLECTIVE, AND 

TO DISMISS ACTION WITH PREJUDICE 
 

THIS MATTER came before the Court upon Plaintiffs’ Unopposed Motion for Approval 

of Collective Action and California Private Attorneys General Act Settlement and Issuance of 

Notice to the Settlement Collective and to Dismiss Action with Prejudice (the “Motion”).  Having 

reviewed the Motion, the Joint Stipulation of Settlement and Release (the “Stipulation”), and all 

accompanying papers, and the Court being otherwise fully advised, it is  

ORDERED AND ADJUDGED as follows: 

Plaintiff’s Motion is GRANTED.  The Court finds that the settlement reached by the Parties 

in this FLSA and California Private Attorneys General Act action is fair, reasonable, and just. 

1. The Settlement Agreement is APPROVED in its entirety.  

2. Pursuant to 29 U.S.C. §216 et seq., the Court certifies for settlement purposes a 

collective of all non-exempt surveillance investigators who worked for Allied 



Universal Compliance and Investigations, Inc. in California from August 14, 2019 to 

the date of this Order. 

3. This Action is DISMISSED WITH PREJUDICE in its entirety. 

4. The RELEASES set forth in the Settlement Agreement are enforced as to all Qualified 

Collective Members and PAGA Settlement Members, as defined in the Settlement 

Agreement. 

5. Without affecting the finality of this Order in any way, this Court RETAINS 

JURISDICTION over the Parties to this action for the purpose of the administration 

and enforcement of the Settlement until the conclusion of the settlement administration 

process. 

6. The case is closed and all other pending motions are denied as moot. 

DONE AND ORDERED, in Chambers, in Broward County, in the Seventeenth Judicial 

Circuit, this ___________ day of  _______________, 2024. 

 

      _______________________________   
    Honorable Jeffrey R. Levenson 

        Seventeenth Judicial Circuit of Florida 
 
 
Conformed copies to:  
 
Gregg I. Shavitz, Esq.; E-mail: gshavitz@shavitzlaw.com; SHAVITZ LAW GROUP, P.A., 951 
Yamato Road, Suite 285, Boca Raton, FL 33431; Telephone: (561) 447-8888; Facsimile: (561) 
447-8831. 
 
Kelly Eisenlohr-Moul, Esq. (FL Bar No. 1003246; E-mail: keisenlohr-moul@martensonlaw.com; 
MARTENSON HASBROUCK & SIMON LLP, 2573 Apple Valley Road NE, Atlanta, GA 30319; 
Telephone: (404) 909-8100; Facsimile: (404) 909-8120.  
 
 
 
 

mailto:keisenlohr-moul@martensonlaw.com


 

 

EXHIBIT B 



 

NOTICE OF SETTLEMENT OF UNPAID WAGE LAWSUIT INVOLVING 
CERTAIN ALLIED UNIVERSAL COMPLIANCE & INVESTIGATIONS, 
INC. SURVELLIANCE INVESTIGATORS 

 
A court authorized this Notice. This is not a solicitation from a lawyer. 

• A settlement has been entered into to resolve a lawsuit on behalf of certain current and 
former non-exempt Surveillance Investigators who worked for Allied Universal Compliance & 
Investigations, Inc. (“AUCI”) in California. 
 
• On __ 2024, Plaintiff Jake Ernst filed a collective action lawsuit, on behalf of himself and 
other similarly situated employees seeking alleged unpaid wages for Surveillance Investigators 
under the Fair Labor Standards Act (“FLSA”).  Plaintiff also alleged claims for penalties on behalf 
of himself and other similarly aggrieved Surveillance Investigators under the California Private 
Attorneys General Act (“PAGA”) for AUCI’s alleged failure to pay Surveillance Investigators for 
all time worked, failure to provide compliant meal and rest breaks or premium pay for missed 
breaks, failure to timely pay all wages owed during employment and on termination of 
employment, failure to provide accurate wage statements, and failure to reimburse all business 
expenses incurred. 
 
• AUCI denies all of the claims and maintains that Surveillance Investigators were paid for 
all time worked and that it complied with all applicable wage and hour laws.  The parties agreed 
to a settlement to resolve the disputed claims (the “Settlement”). 

 
• The Court had not decided who would win this lawsuit when the parties agreed to the 
Settlement.  Each side still risked losing the lawsuit.  The Settlement is a compromise.  It allows 
both parties to avoid the costs, delays, and risks of further litigation and provides money to 
Surveillance Investigators who choose to join the collective action Settlement and to Surveillance 
Investigators covered by the PAGA settlement regardless of whether they choose to join the 
collective action Settlement.  The Settlement has been approved by the Court.  As part of 
Settlement approval, the Court conditionally certified a Collective of non-exempt Surveillance 
Investigators who worked for AUCI in California during the period of August 14, 2019 to the date 
of approval of the Settlement (the “Collective Action Settlement Members” and the “Collective 

Period”).  The Court also approved a PAGA settlement on behalf of all non-exempt Surveillance 
Investigators who worked for AUCI in California from August 11, 2022 to the date of approval of 
the Settlement (the “PAGA Settlement Members” and the “PAGA Settlement Period”). 
 
• This Notice describes important terms of the Settlement.  You are receiving this Notice 
because AUCI’s records indicate you worked as a non-exempt Surveillance Investigator in 
California during the time period covered by the Settlement. 
 
• The parties agree there are good faith disputes as to whether Surveillance Investigators 
worked any uncompensated hours, if so how many hours, and if so whether AUCI had any reason 



to know that they worked any such uncompensated hours.  The parties also agree there are good 
faith disputes as to whether Surveillance Investigators were provided with and able to take meal 
and rest breaks and/or incurred business expenses that were not reimbursed. 

 
• The total settlement is for $425,000, which includes a payment of $___________ to 
Plaintiffs’ counsel, Shavitz Law Group, P.A., for attorneys’ fees and costs, $7,000 to Plaintiff as 

an enhancement payment for acting as a named plaintiff on behalf of the collective, $_____ for 
costs to the settlement administrator, $50,000 for the PAGA settlement (75% of which [$37,500] 
is required by law to be paid to the California Labor Workforce Development Agency and 25% of 
which [$12,500] gets distributed to the PAGA Settlement Members proportionately based on 
number of pay periods worked during the PAGA Settlement Period), and $________________ for 
distribution to the Collective Action Settlement Members proportionately based on number of pay 
periods worked during the Collective Period. 

 
• You may choose to opt-in and participate in the collective action Settlement by cashing the 
enclosed settlement check (your “Collective Action Settlement Payment”) by [date that is 90 days 
from mailing]. 
 
• Your Collective Action Settlement Payment is $_____ and is based on the number of pay 
periods you worked as a Surveillance Investigator for AUCI in California during the Collective 
Period.   25% of your gross settlement payment will be treated like a payroll check and will have 
payroll tax withholdings deducted as required by law.  You will receive an IRS W-2 form reflecting 
this portion of the settlement payment and all withheld taxes.  The remaining 75% of your gross 
settlement payment will be treated like a non-payroll check that will not have any taxes withheld.  
You will receive an IRS 1099 form reflecting this portion of your settlement payment. 

 
• By choosing to cash your Collective Action Settlement Payment Check and opt-in to the 
collective action, you are releasing claims against AUCI and Released Parties as described below. 

 
[PAGA SETTLEMENT MEMBERS ONLY] You are also a member of the California PAGA 
Settlement Member group because AUCI’s records show that you worked as a Surveillance 
Investigator for AUCI in California on or after August 14, 2022.  Your individual PAGA 
Settlement Payment is determined by your proportional share of the $12,500.00 allocated for 
covered PAGA Members, based on the number of pay periods you worked as a Surveillance 
Investigator during the PAGA Period.  This PAGA Settlement Payment is separate from and in 
addition to the Collective Action Settlement Payment you are eligible to receive in this case  The 
PAGA Settlement Payment is not treated as wages, so there are no payroll tax withholdings from 
this amount. It is reported on an IRS Form 1099.You cannot opt out of the PAGA Settlement.  
Your PAGA claims will be released whether or not you cash the PAGA Settlement Check. 
 
• While no taxes will be withheld from the non-wage portion of your Collective Action 
Settlement payment or, if applicable, your PAGA Settlement Payment, you are individually 
responsible for reporting your entire settlement amount on your tax returns and for paying all taxes 
associated with this income.  We encourage you to consult your tax professional regarding this 
income. 
 



 

                YOUR LEGAL RIGHTS AND OPTIONS IN THIS SETTLEMENT: 

CASH CHECK By cashing the enclosed Collective Action Settlement Payment check, 
you will release the claims in the Settlement arising from the facts and 
claims alleged in the Lawsuit.  [PAGA SETTLEMENT MEMBERS 
ONLY: Regardless of whether or not you cash your PAGA 
Settlement Payment check, your  PAGA claims are released by 
operation of law based on the Court’s approval of the PAGA 
settlement.   
 

YOU MAY DO 
NOTHING.   

You do not give up any federal or state claims (other than PAGA) if 
you do not cash the enclosed check.    

  

If you lose the settlement check, please call [insert Settlement Administrator’s number] or e-mail 
the Settlement Administrator at ____.   

 

 

What am I giving up in exchange for a settlement payment? 

Once you cash your Collective Action Settlement Payment check, you, on behalf of yourself and 
your heirs, successors, and assigns, will forever release and discharge AUCI and the Released 
Parties from any and all all wage and hour claims under federal law (Fair Labor Standards Act) 
and California state or local law, including all claims alleged in the Action and specifically, all 
claims for failure to pay wages owed for all hours worked, failure to provide compliant meal 
breaks, failure to provide compliant rest breaks, failure to provide compliant wage statements, 
failure to timely pay all wages owed during employment, failure to keep accurate records of hours 
worked, failure to pay all wages owed on termination of employment, and failure to reimburse 
business expenses arising from August 14, 2019 to the date of the Approval Order, including all 
claims for unpaid wages, penalties, attorneys’ fees, costs, and/or liquidated damages.  

“Released Parties” means (a) AUCI and each and all past or present partners, parents, subsidiaries, 
joint venturers or affiliated entities (regardless whether such partners, parents, subsidiaries, or 
affiliates are individuals, corporations, partnerships, limited partnerships, limited liability 
companies, or other forms of entity) of AUCI; (b) each and all of the predecessor or successor 
entities of any of those entities identified in subparagraph (a); (c) any other individuals or entities 
of any kind, including but not limited to any staffing agencies or AUCI clients, which have been 
or could be alleged to be in any manner responsible (whether on an alter ego, joint employer, 
integrated enterprise, or any other theory) for any violations alleged in the Action and occurring 
as a result of providing services to Released Parties as Surveillance Investigators; and (d) all past 



and present directors, officers, representatives, insurers, benefit plans, plan administrators, agents, 
shareholders, partners, members, lawyers, and employees of any of the individuals or entities 
identified in subparagraphs (a), (b), or (c).  If you have any questions about the scope of this 
release, please call the law firm listed below. 

[PAGA SETTLEMENT MEMBERS ONLY: Finally, as a PAGA Settlement Member, the Court’s 

Approval Order released your Released PAGA Claims.  This means that you and your heirs, 
successors and assigns cannot sue, continue to sue, or be a part of any other lawsuit against AUCI 
or the Released Parties about any claims under PAGA that were alleged, or reasonably could have 
been alleged, based on the facts or legal theories stated in the Complaint or the PAGA Notice 
Letter, including, but not limited to, claims under PAGA arising under Labor Code Sections 201, 
202, 203, 204, 210, 218.5, 218.6, 223, 225.5, 226, 226(e), 226.3, 226.7, 248.5, 256, 510, 512, 558, 
1174, 1174.5, 1194, 1194.2, 1197, 1197.1, 1198, 2802, and 2699, the “Minimum Wages,” “Hours 

and Days of Work,” and “Records” sections of the applicable IWC Wage Order, and any civil 

penalties based on alleged violations of any of the foregoing sections, including claims based on 
allegations that Releasees failed to pay all wages owed for work performed, failed to provide 
compliant meal or rest breaks, failed to timely pay all wages owed during employment, failed to 
provide compliant wage statements, failed to timely pay all wages owed on termination of 
employment, failed to keep accurate records of hours worked, and/or failed to reimburse business 
expenses at any time from August 11, 2022 to the date of the Approval Order (“Released PAGA 

Claims”). All PAGA Settlement Members are bound by this release of PAGA claims whether they 
cash their PAGA Settlement Check or not.] 

Can I get more information about the Settlement? 

If you would like more information about the Settlement, you may contact the Settlement 
Administrator at [phone number/email address/street address]. 

Who are the attorneys who represent the Named Plaintiff, Collective Members, and PAGA 
Settlement Members? 

The Shavitz Law Group, P.A. represents the Named Plaintiff and has negotiated the settlement 
terms.  As part of the Settlement, the firm will be paid one-third of the Settlement to compensate 
them for their attorneys’ fees, plus their out-of-pocket costs and expenses for litigating and settling 
the Lawsuit. You will not have to pay the attorneys any of their fees, costs or expenses. 

You may contact the Shavitz Law Group, P.A. with any questions about this settlement at 
info@shavitzlaw.com or 561-447-8888. 



 Allied Universal Compliance & Investigations, Inc. 
Wage Settlement Claims Administrator 
c/o XXX 
P.O. Box XXX 
[City], [State] [Zip] 
 

Forwarding Service Requested 

 

[insert name and address of class member] 

 
REMINDER REGARDING ALLIED UNIVERSAL COMPLIANCE & INVESTIGATIONS 

WAGE SETTLEMENT 
 
You are receiving this reminder because you are eligible to participate in a 
settlement involving your employment as a non-exempt Surveillance Investigator at 
Allied Universal Compliance & Investigations, Inc. (“AUCI”), and should have 
received a Notice Packet explaining the settlement..   

Our records show that you have not yet cashed your settlement check. If you would 
like to participate in the collective action settlement, you must cash the check by 
[date]. [PAGA Settlement Members Only]: For the PAGA Settlement, you also are 
required to cash your check by [date.] 
 
If you have any questions or misplaced your Notice and check, you can contact the 
Settlement Administrator at [insert phone number and email address]. 
 
Thank you. 

 
 



 

 

EXHIBIT B 



CIRCUIT COURT IN THE SEVENTEENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT 
IN AND FOR BROWARD COUNTY, FLORIDA 

 
---------------------------------------------------------------X 
JAKE ERNST, on behalf of himself and others : 
similarly situated,     : 
         : 

Plaintiff,     : No. CACE24002915 
   : 

v.       : 
         : 
ALLIED UNIVERSAL COMPLIANCE &  : 
INVESTIGATIONS, INC.,    : 

   : 
Defendant.      : 

---------------------------------------------------------------X 
 

AGREED ORDER ON UNOPPOSED MOTION FOR APPROVAL OF COLLECTIVE 

ACTION AND CALIFORNIA PRIVATE ATTORNEYS GENERAL ACT 

SETTLEMENT, ISSUANCE OF NOTICE TO THE SETTLEMENT COLLECTIVE, AND 

TO DISMISS ACTION WITH PREJUDICE 
 

THIS MATTER came before the Court upon Plaintiffs’ Unopposed Motion for Approval 

of Collective Action and California Private Attorneys General Act Settlement and Issuance of 

Notice to the Settlement Collective and to Dismiss Action with Prejudice (the “Motion”).  Having 

reviewed the Motion, the Joint Stipulation of Settlement and Release (the “Stipulation”), and all 

accompanying papers, and the Court being otherwise fully advised, it is  

ORDERED AND ADJUDGED as follows: 

Plaintiff’s Motion is GRANTED.  The Court finds that the settlement reached by the Parties 

in this FLSA and California Private Attorneys General Act action is fair, reasonable, and just. 

1. The Settlement Agreement is APPROVED in its entirety.  

2. Pursuant to 29 U.S.C. §216 et seq., the Court certifies for settlement purposes a 

collective of all non-exempt surveillance investigators who worked for Allied 



Universal Compliance and Investigations, Inc. in California from August 14, 2019 to 

the date of this Order. 

3. This Action is DISMISSED WITH PREJUDICE in its entirety. 

4. The RELEASES set forth in the Settlement Agreement are enforced as to all Qualified 

Collective Members and PAGA Settlement Members, as defined in the Settlement 

Agreement. 

5. Without affecting the finality of this Order in any way, this Court RETAINS 

JURISDICTION over the Parties to this action for the purpose of the administration 

and enforcement of the Settlement until the conclusion of the settlement administration 

process. 

6. The case is closed and all other pending motions are denied as moot. 

DONE AND ORDERED, in Chambers, in Broward County, in the Seventeenth Judicial 

Circuit, this ___________ day of  _______________, 2024. 

 

      _______________________________   
    Honorable Jeffrey R. Levenson 

        Seventeenth Judicial Circuit of Florida 
 
 
Conformed copies to:  
 
Gregg I. Shavitz, Esq.; E-mail: gshavitz@shavitzlaw.com; SHAVITZ LAW GROUP, P.A., 951 
Yamato Road, Suite 285, Boca Raton, FL 33431; Telephone: (561) 447-8888; Facsimile: (561) 
447-8831. 
 
Kelly Eisenlohr-Moul, Esq. (FL Bar No. 1003246; E-mail: keisenlohr-moul@martensonlaw.com; 
MARTENSON HASBROUCK & SIMON LLP, 2573 Apple Valley Road NE, Atlanta, GA 30319; 
Telephone: (404) 909-8100; Facsimile: (404) 909-8120.  
 
 
 
 

mailto:keisenlohr-moul@martensonlaw.com
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