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Arby Aiwazian (SBN 269827)
Joanna Ghosh (SBN 272479)
Brian J. St. John (SBN 304112)
LAWYERS for JUSTICE, PC

. FILED
410 West Ard'cn A}/enuc, Suite 203 KERN COUNTY SUPERIOR COURT
Glendale, California 91203 05/20/2024
Tel: (818) 265-1020 / IFax: (818) 265-1021
BY Evans, Gricelda
Attorneys for Plaintiffs DEPUTY

Lucille Sims, Porcha Davis, Shelly Roberts -

[Additional Counsel Listed on Next Page]

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

FOR THE COUNTY OF KERN

Coordination Proceeding Judicial Council Coordination No. 5155
Special Title (Rule 3.550)
Assigned for all purposes to:

TRINITY SERVICES WAGE AND HOUR | Hon. Thomas S. Clark, Dept. 17

CASES
REASED-PROPOSED] ORDER
GRANTING PRELIMINARY
N APPROVAL OF CLASS ACTION
Included actions: SETTLEMENT

Castillo v. Trinity Services Group, Inc. Superior Court of California County of Kern
Casc No. BCV-19-101473

Castillo v. Trinity Scrvices Group, Inc. Superior Court of California County of Kern
Case No. BCV-19-102626

Sims, ct al. v. Trinity Services Group, Inc Superior Court of California County of I'resno
Case No. 20CEG00260

Date: May 15, 2024
Time: 8:30 am.
Dept: 17
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Jessica Campbell (jcampbell@acgislawfirm.com)
Kashif Haque (khaque@acgislawfirm.com)
Samuel A. Wong (swong@acgislawfirm.com)
AEGIS LAW FIRM, PC

9811 Irvine Center Drive, Suite 100

Irvine, CA 92618

Eric B. Kingsley (cric@kingsleykingsley.com)
Lianc Katzenstein (liane@kingsleykingsley.com)
KINGSLEY & KINGSLEY, APC

16133 Ventura Blvd., Suite 1200

IEncino, CA 91436

Attorneys for Plaintiff Castillo
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WHEREAS, the above-entitled action is pending before this Court as a putative class
action (the “Action”);

WHEREAS, Plaintiffs Andre Castillo, Lucille Sims, Porcha Davis, and Shelly Roberts
(“Plaintiffs”), individually and on behalf of all others similarly situated and on behalf of the
general public, have applied to this Court for an order preliminarily approving the settlement of
the Action in accordance with the Amended Class Action and PAGA Settlement Agreement (the
“Scttlement” or “Agreement”) entered into by Plaintiffs and Defendant Trinity Services Group,
Inc. (“Defendant™) (collectively with Plaintiffs, the “Parties”) which scts forth the terms and
conditions for a proposed scttlement upon the terms and conditions sct forth therein;

WHEREAS, on May 15, 2024, the Court conducted a hearing on Plaintiffs’ Motion for
Prcliminary Approval of Class Action Settlement;

WHEREAS, the Court has considered Plaintiffs’ Motion for Preliminary Approval of
Class Action Scttlement, including the Agreement and supporting exhibits; other bricfs submitted
in this matter; argument of counsel; and all matters presented to this Court;

NOW, THEREFORE, GOOD CAUSE APPEARING, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED,
ADJUDGED, AND DECREED THAT:

1. This Order incorporates by reference the definitions in the Scttlement attached as
Exhibit 2 to the Dcclaration of Brian J. St. John in Support of Plaintiffs® Motion for Preliminary
Approval of Class Action Settlement and all terms defined thercin shall have the same meaning in
this Order.

2. It appears to the Court on a preliminary basis that (a) the Settlement is fair,
adequatc and reasonable; (b) the Gross Settlement Amount and Net Settlement Amount are fair,
adcquatc and rcasonable when balanced against the probable outcome of further litigation relating
to liability and damagcs issucs; (c) sufficient investigation and rescarch have been conducted such
that counscl for the Parties at this time are able to reasonably evaluate their respective positions;
(d) settlement at this time will avoid additional costs by all Parties, as well as avoid the delay and
risks that would be presented by the further prosecution of the Action; and (e) the Scttlement has

been reached as the result of non-collusive, arms-length negotiations. Therefore, the Court
-1-
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preliminarily approves the Settlement, including all terms and conditions sct forth therein,
including the Gross and Net Scttlement Amounts and allocation of payments.

3. The Court recognizes that Plaintiffs and Defendant stipulatc and agree to
certification of a class for settlement purposes only, which shall not constitutc or be construed as a
finding by the Court, or an admission on the part of Defendant or any of the Released Partics, of
any fault or omission with respect to any claim or that this action is appropriate for class treatment
for litigation purposes. Entry of this Order is without prejudice to the rights of Defendant or any of
the Released Partics to oppose class certification in this action should the proposed Settlement not
be granted final approval. Subject to the foregoing, for purposes of California Code of Civil
Procedurc § 382 for approval of the settlement only, the Court finds on a preliminary basis that
(a) Class Mcmbers are ascertainable and so numerous that joinder of all Class Members is
impracticable; (b) there are questions of law and fact common to the Class that predominate over
any qucstions affecting only individual Class Members; (¢) Plaintiffs’ claims are typical of the
Class’ claims; (d) class certification is a superior method for implementing the Scttlement and
adjudicating this Action in a fair and cflicient manner; (¢) the Class Representatives can fairly
and adcquately protect the Class’ interests; and (f) Class Counsel arc qualified to serve as counscl
for the Class.

4. Accordingly, solely for purposes of effectuating this Settlement, this Court
hereby conditionally certifies the class for settlement purposes only. The Class is defined as all
persons who arc cmployed or have been employed by Defendant in the state of California who
worked one or more pay period as a non-cxempt employee during the period of May 28, 2015 to
March 27, 2023.

5. Plaintiffs are hereby preliminarily appointed and designated, for all purposes,
as the Class Representatives and the following attorneys are hercby preliminarily appointed and
designated as counscl for the Class (“Class Counsel™): Kashif Haque, Samucl A. Wong, Jessica L.
Campbell, and Fawn F. Bekam of Acgis Law Firm, PC, Eric B. Kingsley and Lianc Katzenstcin
Ly of Kingsley & Kingsley, APC, and Arby Aiwazian, Joanna Ghosh, and Brian J. St. John of

Lawyers for Justice, PC. Class Counsel is authorized to act on behalf of the Class Mcmbers with
-2-
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respect to all acts or consents required by, or which may be given pursuant to, the Settlement, and
such other acts rcasonably necessary to consummate the Settlement. Any Class Member may cnter
an appcarance cither personally or through counsel of such individual’s own choosing and at such
individual’s own expense. Any Class Member who does not enter an appearance or appcar on his
or her own will be represented by Class Counsel.

6. Should, for whatever reason, the Settlement not become final, the fact that the
Partics were willing to stipulate to certification of the Class as part of the Settlement shall have no
bearing on, nor be admissible in connection with, the issue of whether a class should be certified in
a non-settlement context.

7. The Court hereby preliminarily approves the definition and disposition of the Gross
Settlement Amount and Net Scttlement Amount and related matters provided for in the Settlement,
subject to modification at final approval.

8. The Agreement provides for Class Counsel attorneys’ fees of $433,333.37, Class
Counsel litigation expenses not to exceed $37,000.00, and Class Representative Enhancement
Award up to $10,000.00 to each Plaintiff (totalling $40,000.00). The Court will not approve the
amount of any attorneys’ fec and costs, nor the amount of any service awards, until the Final
Approval Hearing. Plaintiffs will be required to present evidence supporting thesc requests,
including lodcstar, prior to final approval.

9. The Court hereby approves, as to form and content, the Court Approved Notice of
Class Action Scttlement and Hearing Date for Final Court Approval (“Class Notice™) attachcd
hereto as “EXHIBIT A” to be distributed to Class Members pursuant to the terms of the Settlement.
The Court finds that the Class Notice appears to fully and accurately inform the Class of all matcrial
clements of the proposed Settlement, of the Class Members® right to be excluded from the Class by
submitting a writtcn opt out request, and of cach Class Member’s right and opportunity to objcct to
the Scttlement. The Court finds that distribution of the Class Notice, substantially in thc manncr,
form and timeframes set forth in the Settlement and this Order, mects the requirements of duc
process, is the best notice practicable under the circumstances, and shall constitutc due and

sufficient notice to all persons entitled thereto.
-3-
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10.  The Court hereby appoints Phoenix Settlement Administrators as Settlement
Administrator and hereby directs the Settlement Administrator to mail or cause to be mailed to
Class Mcmbers the Class Notice using the procedures set forth in the Scﬁlemcnt Agreement. Class
Members who wish to participate in the settiement provided for by the Settlement Agreement do
not need to respond to the Class Notice.

1. All costs of mailing of the Class Notice, whether foreseen or not, shall be
paid from the Gross Settlement Amount, including the cost of searching for Class Members’
addresscs as provided in the Settlement, and all other reasonable costs of the Settlement
Administrator up to $11,750.00 as provided in the Settlement.

12. Any Class Member may choose to opt-out of and be excluded from the Class
as provided in the Class Notice. Any such person who chooses to opt-out of and be excluded from
the Class will not be entitled to any recovery under the Scttlement and will not be bound by the
Scitlement or have any right to object, appeal or comment thercon, except that an Aggricved
Employce will still be paid their allocation of the PAGA Employec Payment and will remain bound
by the rclease of the PAGA Claims regardless of their request for exclusion. Class Members who
have not requested exclusion/opted-out shall be Participating Class Members and bound by all
determinations of the Court, the Settlement, and the Final Judgment.

13. A Final Fairncss and Approval Hearing shall be held before this Court on
December 12, 2024, at 8:30 a.m. in Department 17 of the Superior Court for the State of California,
County of Kem, located at 1415 Truxtun Ave, Bakersfield, CA 93301. All papers in support of
final approval and rclated awards for fees, costs, and Plaintif”s incentive award must be filed and
scrved at least 16 court days before the final approval hearing, plus time for service.

14, Any Participating Class Member must object to the Settlement by following
the instructions for submitting written objections that are set forth in the Scttlement Agreement and
Class Notice, and may appcar at the Final Fairness and Approval Hearing. The Court shall retain
final authority with respect to the consideration and admissibility of any objections. Any
Participating Class Member who objects to the Scttlement shall be bound by the order of the Court.

"
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15. The Settlement is not a concession or admission, and shall not be used agéinst
the Released Parties, as an admission or indication with respect to any claim of any fault or omission
by the Released Parties. Whether or not the Settlement is finally approved, neither the Settlement,
nor any document, statement, proceeding or conduct related to the Scttlement, nor any rcports or
accounts thereof, shall in any cvent be construed as, offered or admitted in evidence as, reccived as
or decmed to be evidence of a presumption, concession, indication or admission by Defendant of
any liability, fault, wrongdoing, omission, concession or damage in the Action, or in any other
action or procecding, except for purposes of enforcing the Settlement once it receives final approval.

16. Pending the Final Approval and Fairncss Hearing, all proceedings in this
Action, other than procecdings necessary to carry out or enforce the terms of the Scttlement and
this Order, are hereby stayed.

17. Jurisdiction is hereby retained over this Action, the Partics to the Action,
and cach of the Class Members for all matters relating to this Action, and this Scttlement,
including (without limitation) all matters relating to the administration, interpretation,
cifectuation, and/or enforcement of this Settlement and this Order.

18. The Court reserves the right to adjourn or continue the date of any hearing and
all dates provided for in the Settlement without further notice to Class Members, and retains

jurisdiction to consider all further applications arising out of or connccted with thc proposed

Scl[]c[ncnl Signed: £/20/2024 11:40 AM

05/20/2024 ﬁm‘dm s w

Honorable Thomas S. Clark
JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR COURT

DATED:
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PROOF OF SERVICE

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES

I am employed in the County of Los Angeles, State of California. I am over the age of 18
and not a party to the within action. My business address is 410 West Arden Avenue, Suite 203,
Glendale, California 91203.

On May 28, 2024, I served the foregoing document(s) described as: NOTICE OF
ENTRY OF JUDGMENT OR ORDER on interested parties in this action by Electronic
Service as follows:

Larry Geist (lgeist@fordharrison.com)
David L. Cheng (dcheng@fordharrison.com)
FORD & HARRISON, LLP

350 South Grand Avenue, Suite 2300

Los Angeles, CA 90071

Attorneys for Defendant Trinity Services Group, Inc.

Jessica Campbell (jcampbell@aegislawtirm.com)
Kashif Haque (khaque@aegislawfirm.com)
Samuel A. Wong (swong@aegislawfirm.com)
AEGIS LAW FIRM, PC

9811 Irvine Center Drive, Suite 100

Irvine, CA 92618

Eric B. Kingsley (eric@kingsleykingsley.com)
Liane Katzenstein (liane@kingsleykingsley.com)
KINGSLEY & KINGSLEY, APC

16133 Ventura Blvd., Suite 1200

Encino, CA 91436

Attorneys for Plaintiff Castillo

Chair, Judicial Council of California

Attn: Appellate Court Services

(Civil Case Coordination)

455 Golden Gate Avenue, 5™ Floor

San Francisco, California 94102-3688

Email: coordination@jud.ca.gov, donna.newman@jud.ca.gov

[X] BY E-MAIL
The above-referenced document was transmitted to the person(s) at the email
addresses listed herein at their most recent known e-mail address or e-mail of
record in this action. I did not receive, within reasonable time after the transmission,
any electronic message or other indication that the transmission was unsuccessful.

PROOF OF SERVICE
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State of California, Labor & Workforce Development Agency
Web URL:
http://www.dir.ca.gov/Private-Attorneys-General-Act/Private-Attorneys-General-Act.html

[X] BY ONLINE SUBMISSION
The foregoing documents were transmitted to the California Labor and Workforce
Development Agency through the online system established for the submission of notices
and documents, in conformity with California Labor Code section 2699(1). I did not
receive, within a reasonable time after the transmission, any electronic message or other
indication that the transmission was unsuccessful.

[X] STATE
I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the above

1s true and correct.

Executed on May 28, 2024, at Glendale, California.

bukoidy

Isabel Yang

PROOF OF SERVICE
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