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I, Ryan T. Kuhn, declare as follows:

1. I am an attorney licensed to practice law before all the courts of the State of California, and am

employed with the law firm of SULLIVAN & YAECKEL LAW GROUP, APC, attorneys of

record for Plaintiffs REBECCA ORTEGA (SUAREZ) and SUSANA A. JIMENEZ LUJAN,

in a Representative Capacity only, and on behalf of other members of the general public

similarly situated in this matter.

2. I make this declaration in support of Plaintiffs’ Ex Parte Application. I am personally familiar

with the facts set forth in this declaration, and if called to testify could and would do so.

3. As this is a “PAGA” action only, the Limitations Period begins on March 9, 2023.

4. On September 19, 2025, the Court denied the Parties’ unopposed Motion for PAGA Approval,

due to certain “over inclusive” release language in the Settlement Agreement. At the hearing,

the Court gave the Parties express permission to seek approval of the settlement on an Ex Parte

basis, once the Parties amended the agreement to conform with the Court’s instructions. 

5. On November 24, 2025, the Parties signed the amended settlement agreement containing the

more “limited” release language, in line with the Court’s September 19, 2025 instructions.

Attached hereto as Exhibit 1 is a true and correct copy of the fully executed Amended

Settlement Agreement.

6. On December 1, 2025, Plaintiff’s Counsel (1) uploaded the Amended Settlement Agreement,

and (2) provided notice of the instant Ex Parte hearing to the LWDA. (Kuhn Decl. ¶6). To

date, Plaintiffs’ counsel has not received any opposition from the LWDA. Attached hereto as

Exhibit 2 is a true and correct copy of the auto-generated response E-Mail from the LWDA.

7. On December 2, 2025, Plaintiffs’ Counsel uploaded this entire application, including the

Notice, Memorandum of Points and Authorities, Declaration of Ryan T. Kuhn, and Proposed

Order to the LWDA. Attached hereto as Exhibit 3 is a true and correct copy of the auto-

generated response E-Mail from the LWDA.

8. Defendant has confirmed that as of the date of this settlement, there are 657 PAGA group

members and 12,500 pay periods at issue. After deduction of all “contingent costs” set forth

below, each PAGA member will receive an average payment of $48.79.
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9. The Total Value of the proposed Settlement is $250,000.00 which is broken down as follows: 

* $83,333.33 Attorneys’ Fees (33.3% of total settlement value);

* $12,933.25 PAGA Counsel Expenses Payment 

* $5,500.00 Settlement Administrator Fees

* $20,000.00 Plaintiffs’ Enhancement Award ($10,000.00 each)

* Sub-Total of $128,233.42 75% ($96,175.01) shall be assigned/paid to the

LWDA as penalties. 

* The remaining 25% ($32,058.41) in cash will be disbursed among all

employees based on work weeks employed during the PAGA period.

10. Further, there are no restrictions for any of the employees to file individual actions, as the

settlement agreement only covers PAGA claims. 

11. The instant Ex Parte request is based on the fact that (1) the PAGA period “cutoff date” is

contingent on Court approval, any delay diminishes the amounts received by the impacted

employees; (2) Notice to certain ex-employees may be adversely impacted  by further delay

(i.e. ex-employees may change their mailing address without filing a proper “forwarding

address”)

12. An expedient approval of this settlement will provide a direct benefit to the impacted

employees at issue. The “fixes” provide a guarantee of future Labor Code compliance, and an

immediate monetary benefit. It also allows Defendants (who admirably “stepped up” to address

these issues) the opportunity to move on, and focus on future business. 

///
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Ex Parte Notice

13. On December 1, 2025, at approximately 9:24 a.m., I provided Defense Counsel notice of the

instant Ex Parte via E-Mail.

14. On December 2, 2025, at approximately 8:15 a.m., I spoke on the phone with Defense Counsel

as to certain issues regarding the instant Ex Parte, providing additional notice. 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing

is true and correct.  Executed this 2nd day of December, 2025, at San Diego, California.

____________________
Ryan T. Kuhn
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EXHIBIT 2



From: no-reply@formassembly.com
To: Ryan Kuhn
Subject: Thank you for your Proposed Settlement Submission
Date: Monday, December 1, 2025 4:55:06 PM

12/01/2025 04:54:49 PM

Thank you for your submission to the Labor and Workforce Development Agency.

Item submitted: Proposed Settlement

On 12/01/2025 04:54:49 PM your Proposed Settlement was successfully processed for case number LWDA-CM-
1012050-24

If you have questions or concerns regarding this submission or your case, please send an email to
pagainfo@dir.ca.gov.

DIR PAGA Unit on behalf of
Labor and Workforce Development Agency

Website: http://labor.ca.gov/Private_Attorneys_General_Act.htm
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