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SHEPPARD MULLIN RICHTER & HAMPTON LLP 
GREGG A. FISCH, Cal. Bar No. 214486 
gfisch@sheppardmullin.com 
KYLE P. KLEIN, Cal Bar No. 311756 
kklein@sheppardmullin.com 
1901 Avenue of the Stars, Suite 1600 
Los Angeles, California 90067-6055 
Telephone: 310.228.3700 
Facsimile: 310.228.3701 
 
Attorneys for Defendant  
BENNETT ENTERPRISES, 
A CALIFORNIA LANDSCAPE 
CONTRACTING CORPORATION 
 
 
 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 

 

JOSE BARAJAS on behalf of himself, all 
others similarly situated, and on behalf of 
the general public, 
   
                                     Plaintiffs, 
 
v. 
 
BENNETT ENTERPRISES, A 
CALIFORNIA LANDSCAPE 
CONTRACTING CORPORATION; and 
DOES 1-100, 
 
                                      Defendants. 

 Case No. 24STCV12791 
 
[Assigned for All Purposes to the  
Hon. Carolyn B. Kuhl; Dept. 12]  
 
DECLARATION OF  
GREGG A. FISCH ISO 
MOTION FOR PRELIMINARY 
APPROVAL OF CLASS ACTION 
AND PAGA SETTLEMENT 
 
 
Complaint filed:  May 21, 2024 
 
First Amended Class Action Complaint 
Filed:  September 17, 2024 
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DECLARATION OF GREGG A. FISCH  

I, Gregg A. Fisch, declare and state as follows: 

1. I am an attorney duly admitted to practice law in the State of California.  I am a 

partner at Sheppard Mullin Richter & Hampton LLP, attorneys of record for Defendant Bennett 

Enterprises, a California Landscape Contracting Corporation, (“Defendant”), in the above-entitled 

matter brought by Plaintiff Jose Barajas (“Plaintiff”, along with Defendant, referenced herein as 

the “Parties”).  If called as a witness, I could and would competently testify to all facts within my 

personal knowledge except where stated upon information and belief.  

2. The Parties reached a tentative settlement of this matter, in its entirety, on 

September 23, 2025, through a mediation.  That same day, the Parties entered into a binding 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) and, thereafter, executed a Class Action and PAGA 

Settlement Agreement as well. 

3. I submit this Declaration in support of Plaintiff’s Motion for Preliminary Approval. 

4. I am not aware of any other class, representative, or other collective action in any 

other court in this or any other jurisdiction that asserts claims similar to those asserted in this 

action on behalf of a proposed class or group of individuals, some or all of whom may also be 

members of the class defined in this action.  I am not aware of any other pending matter or action 

asserting claims that will be extinguished or adversely affected by the settlement in this matter. 

5. With the instant motion, the Parties are asking the court to approve Apex Class 

Action LLC (“Apex”) to serve as the Administrator in this matter.  I am not aware of any 

relationship between Apex, on the one hand, and Defendant or my law firm, on the other, or any 

facts that exist that could support any actual or potential conflicts of interest between them.  

I declare under the penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the 

foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed on December 15, 2025, at Los Angeles, California. 

           
      ______________________________ 
                                                                                      GREGG A. FISCH  


