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Jonathan M. Genish (State Bar No. 259031) 
Barbara DuVan-Clarke (State Bar No. 259268) 
BDC@blackstonepc.com 
Danielle Ling GruppChang, (State Bar No. 313881) 
dgruppchang@blackstonepc.com 
P.J. Van Ert (State Bar No. 234858) 
pjvanert@blackstonepc.com 
Annabel Blanchard (State Bar No. 258135) 
ablanchard@blackstonepc.com 
BLACKSTONE LAW, APC 
8383 Wilshire Boulevard, Suite 745 
Beverly Hills, California 90211 
Tel: (310) 622-4278 / Fax: (855) 786-6356 
 
Attorneys for Plaintiffs ISMAEL MERCADO, 
ALEX ORTIZ and SAVANNAH RHUE 
 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

FOR THE COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO 

 
 

  

ISMAEL MERCADO, ALEX ORTIZ and 
SAVANNAH RHUE, individually and on behalf 
of others similarly situated, 
  
   Plaintiffs, 
 
 vs. 
 
NATURAL ALTERNATIVES  
INTERNATIONAL, INC.; and DOES 1 
through 25, inclusive, 
 
              Defendants. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Case No.: 37-2023-00052115-CU-OE-CTL 
(Consolidated with Case No. 24CU008031C) 
 
Honorable Blaine K. Bowman 
Department C-74 
 
PROOF OF SERVICE 
 

Complaint Filed: December 1, 2023 
Trial Date: Not Set 
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PROOF OF SERVICE 
 

STATE OF CALIFORNIA, COUNTY OF SAN DIEGO 
  

I, Lorena Bautista, certify and declare as follows: 
 
I am over eighteen years of age and not a party to the within action; my business address is 

8383 Wilshire Blvd, Suite 745, Beverly Hills, California 90211. On January 23, 2026, I served a copy 
of the following document(s):  
 

• NOTICE OF MOTION AND MOTION FOR PRELIMINARY APPROVAL OF 
CLASS ACTION AND PAGA SETTLEMENT; MEMORANDUM OF POINTS AND 
AUTHORITIES IN SUPPORT THEREOF 

• DECLARATION OF ANNABEL BLANCHARD IN SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFFS’ 
MOTION FOR PRELIMINARY APPROVAL OF CLASS ACTION AND PAGA 
SETTLEMENT 

• DECLARATION OF PLAINTIFF ISMAEL MERCADO IN SUPPORT OF MOTION 
FOR PRELIMINARY APPROVAL OF CLASS ACTION AND PAGA SETTLEMENT 

• DECLARATION OF PLAINTIFF ALEX ORTIZ IN SUPPORT OF MOTION FOR 
PRELIMINARY APPROVAL OF CLASS ACTION AND PAGA SETTLEMENT 

• DECLARATION OF PLAINTIFF SAVANNAH RHUE IN SUPPORT OF MOTION 
FOR PRELIMINARY APPROVAL OF CLASS ACTION AND PAGA SETTLEMENT 

• DECLARATION OF SEAN HARTRANFT IN SUPPORT OF MOTION FOR 
PRELIMINARY APPROVAL OF CLASS ACTION AND PAGA SETTLEMENT 

• [PROPOSED] ORDER GRANTING PRELIMINARY APPROVAL OF CLASS 
ACTION AND PAGA SETTLEMENT 

 
On the interested parties as follows: 
 
Adriana Cara  
adriana.cara@pierferd.com  
PIERSON FERDINAND  
2244 Faraday Avenue, PMB  
Carlsbad, CA 92008  
Bus: 760-448-5669  
Mobile: 619-681-2502 

Rob Phillips  
Rob.Phillips@fisherbroyles.com 
Heath Havey  
heath.havey@fisherbroyles.com  
Katherine Capito  
katherine.capito@fisherbroyles.com  
David Fisher  
david.fisher@fisherbroyles.com  
FisherBroyles, LLP  
145 S. Fairfax, 2nd Floor  
Los Angeles, CA 90036  
Telephone: (949) 290-9631  
 

 
Attorneys for Defendants NATURAL ALTERNATIVES  
INTERNATIONAL, INC. 
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☒ BY ELECTRONIC MAIL (E-MAIL): I caused said document(s) to be delivered 
electronically to be delivered to the above referenced addressee(s) via email from email 
address lbautista@blackstonepc.com  pursuant to California Code of Civil Procedure section 
1010.6(e)(1). I did not receive any electronic message or other indication that the transmission 
was unsuccessful. 

 
State of California, Labor & Workforce Development Agency 
Web URL:  
http://www.dir.ca.gov/Private-Attorneys-General-Act/Private-Attorneys-General-Act.html 
 
☒ BY ONLINE SUBMISSION: The above-referenced documents were transmitted to the 

California Labor and Workforce Development Agency through the online system established 
for the submission of notices and documents, in conformity with California Labor Code 
section 2699(I). I did not receive, within a reasonable time after the transmission, any 
electronic message or other indication that the transmission was unsuccessful.  

 
☒ STATE: I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the 

above is true and correct. 
 

Executed on January 23, 2026 at Beverly Hills, California. 
 

 
 /s/ Lorena Bautista  
 Lorena Bautista  

 

mailto:lbautista@blackstonepc.com

