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1 
DECLARATION OF PLAINTIFF SAMANTHA LAFRANCE 

CASE NO. 24CV05452 
  
 

 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA  

FOR THE COUNTY OF SANTA BARBARA 

 

SAMANTHA LAFRANCE, individually, and 
on behalf of other members of the general 
public similarly situated, 

Plaintiff, 

v. 

BLUE CLOUD PEDIATRIC SURGERY 
CENTER, LLC, a Delaware limited liability 
company; BLUE CLOUD INVESTMENT 
HOLDINGS LLC, a Delaware limited 
liability company; and DOES 1 through 10, 
inclusive, 

Defendants. 

Case No. 24CV05452 
Assigned to: Hon. James F. Rigali 

  
PLAINTIFF SAMANTHA LAFRANCE’S 
DECLARATION IN SUPPORT OF 
PLAINTIFF’S MOTION FOR 
PRELIMINARY APPROVAL OF CLASS 
AND REPRESENTATIVE ACTION 
SETTLEMENT 
 
[Motion for Preliminary Approval of Class 
and Representative Action Settlement, 
Declaration of Camron Dowlatshahi, and 
(Proposed) Order filed concurrently] 
 
Date: June 30, 2026 
Time: 8:30 a.m. 
Dept: SM 2 

 
Complaint Filed: September 26, 2024 
Trial Date: None Set 
 

 

 

 

 

 
MILLS SADAT DOWLAT LLP 
Camron Dowlatshahi (SBN 308618) 
Arash Sadat (SBN 279282) 
Mir Raza (SBN 358311) 
333 South Hope Street, 40th Floor 
Los Angeles, CA 90071 
Tel.:    (213) 628-3856 
Email: camron@msdlawyers.com 
Email: arash@msdlawyers.com 
Email: mir@msdlawyers.com 
 
Attorneys for Plaintiff 
Samantha LaFrance and the Putative Class 
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2 
DECLARATION OF PLAINTIFF SAMANTHA LAFRANCE

CASE NO. 24CV05452
  

 

DECLARATION OF SAMANTHA LAFRANCE

I, Samantha LaFrance, state and declare as follows:

1. I am over the age of eighteen and the named Plaintiff and proposed Class 

Representative in this action. I make this declaration in support of the Motion for Preliminary 

Approval of Class and Representative Action Settlement and in support of my request for a Class 

Representative Enhancement Payment. I have personal knowledge of the facts set forth herein and 

could and would testify competently if called upon to do so.

2. I was employed by Blue Cloud Pediatric Surgery Center, LLC as a non-exempt 

employee in California from on or about May 2023 to on or about February 2024. Based on my 

experience, I believed that I and other employees were underpaid for overtime, denied 

uninterrupted meal and rest periods, were not properly compensated for missed or interrupted 

breaks, and were not provided with accurate wage statements, among other violations.

3. I chose to pursue this action and serve as a class representative because I believed 

our labor rights were being violated and that other employees were similarly affected but might be 

afraid or unable to come forward. I understood that doing so came with risks, including potential 

reputational harm and liability for costs if the case were unsuccessful, but I believed it was 

important to stand up for myself and others. 

4. I remained in regular contact with my attorneys by phone and email throughout the 

case. I was involved in preparing for and debriefing after the July 30, 2025 mediation with Michael 

Mandel. I made myself available during the mediation to assist and answer questions, and I 

reviewed and signed the Settlement Agreement. 

5. Since initiating the case, I have actively participated in the litigation. I retained 

experienced class action counsel, reviewed the Complaint, participated in discussions with my 

attorneys about my claims and the company’s policies, and provided information and documents 

relevant to the case.  

// 

// 
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3 
DECLARATION OF PLAINTIFF SAMANTHA LAFRANCE

CASE NO. 24CV05452
  

 

6. I understand that, as a class representative, I assumed fiduciary responsibilities to 

act in the best interests of the class. I believe I fulfilled those duties and was diligent in 

representing the interests of the class and aggrieved employees.

7. I estimate that I have spent approximately 20-30 hours assisting with this case to 

date, including time reviewing documents, assisting with the factual investigation, and staying 

apprised of the case’s developments.

8. As part of the settlement, I will be releasing all claims I may have against 

Defendant, which is broader than the release applicable to other class members. In light of this 

broader release, the time and effort I have invested in the case, the risks I undertook, and my role 

in helping secure a settlement, I respectfully request a Class Representative Enhancement Payment 

in the amount of $5,000, subject to the Court’s approval. 

 

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the 

foregoing is true and correct on _______________________, at _______, California.

  ____________________________

        Samantha LaFrance
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1 
PROOF OF SERVICE 

CASE NO. 24CV05452 
 

PROOF OF SERVICE 

I am employed in the County of Los Angeles, State of California.  I am over the age of 18 
and not a party to the within action.  My business address is 333 South Hope Street, 40th Floor, 
Los Angeles, CA 90071.  I made service at the direction of a member of the Bar of this Court.   

 
On April 22, 2026, I served the foregoing document(s) described as PLAINTIFF 

SAMANTHA LAFRANCE’S DECLARATION IN SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFF’S MOTION 
FOR PRELIMINARY APPROVAL OF CLASS AND REPRESENTATIVE ACTION 
SETTLEMENT on the person(s) below, as follows: 

Ryan L. Eddings  
Hanson Bridgett LLP  
500 Capitol Mall, Suite 1500  
Sacramento, CA 95814   
REddings@hansonbridgett.com  
MGutierrez@hansonbridgett.com 

Attorneys for Defendants  
Blue Cloud Pediatric Surgery Center, LLC 
and Blue Cloud Investment Holdings LLC 

 

 (BY E-MAIL OR ELECTRONIC TRANSMISSION)  Pursuant to 
Code of Civil Procedure section 1010.6, subdivision (e), I transmitted 
the document(s) electronically to the person(s) at the e-mail address(es) 
listed above.  The transmission was reported as complete and without 
error. 

 
Executed April 22, 2026 at Los Angeles, California 
 
I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California and the United 

States of America that the foregoing is true and correct.  
 

 
 
 
________________________________________ 
                          Isabella Fiorentino 

 

 




