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DAVID GLENN SPIVAK (SBN 179684) 
david@spivaklaw.com 

THE SPIVAK LAW FIRM 
8605 Santa Monica Bl., PMB 42554 
West Hollywood, CA 90069 
Telephone: (213) 725-9094 
Facsimile: (213) 634-2485 
  
WALTER L. HAINES (SBN 71075) 
 walter@uelglaw.com 
UNITED EMPLOYEES LAW GROUP 
8605 Santa Monica Bl., PMB 63354 
West Hollywood, CA 90069 
Telephone:  (562) 256-1047 
Facsimile: (562) 256-1006 
 
Attorneys for Plaintiff(s), 
MARIA JACQUELINE BATRES, and all others similarly situated 
 

SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
 

FOR THE COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
(UNLIMITED JURISDICTION) 

 
MARIA JACQUELINE BATRES, on behalf of 
herself, all others similarly situated, the general 
public, and as an “aggrieved employee” on behalf 
of other “aggrieved employees” under the Labor 
Code Private Attorneys General Act of 2004, 
 

Plaintiff(s), 
 

vs. 
 
DIMENSION DEVELOPMENT COMPANY, 
INC., a Louisiana corporation; DR HOTEL 
EMPLOYEE LEASING LLC, a Delaware 
limited liability company; DIMENSION 
DEVELOPMENT TWO, LLC, a Louisiana 
limited liability company; and DOES 1–50, 
inclusive, 
 

Defendant(s). 

Case No. 24STCV28018 
 
DECLARATION OF MARIA 
JACQUELINE BATRES IN SUPPORT 
OF PLAINTIFF MARIA JACQUELINE 
BATRES’S MOTION FOR 
PRELIMINARY APPROVAL OF 
CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT 
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DECLARATION OF MARIA JACQUELINE BATRES IN SUPPORT OF PLAINTIFF 
MARIA JACQUELINE BATRES’S MOTION FOR PRELIMINARY APPROVAL OF 

CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT 
 

I, MARIA JACQUELINE BATRES, and state as follows: 

1. I am a resident of the City of Bakersfield, in the State of CA and am over 18 years 

of age. I am the plaintiff in this action and am represented by David Spivak of The Spivak Law 

Firm and WALTER L. HAINES of United Employees Law Group in this action. Except as 

otherwise stated, I have personal knowledge of all matters set forth in this declaration and could 

and would competently testify thereto if called upon to do so as a witness. 

2. I understand that, as Class Representative, I have certain duties and responsibilities 

to the Class Members and believe that I have fairly represented the interests of all Class Members 

during the entire course of this case. 

3. My counsel provided me with information regarding class actions, how they work, 

and what my duties would be as the Class Representative. I agreed to serve as a Class 

Representative so that I could seek to recover wages and penalties on behalf of myself and other 

employees like me. 

4. I understand that the Settlement in this case is subject to this Court’s approval to 

ensure that it is in the best interest of the Class as a whole. I have no conflicts with the Class. 

5. I understand that my attorneys are submitting an application to this Court for a 

Class Representative Service Payment to compensate me for my unique contributions to the 

success of this action as the Class Representative in the amount of $5,000.00. I believe this 

amount is fair and reasonable compensation for my efforts in this case and the risks I have taken 

in pursuing a fair recovery for the Class Members.  

6. I have provided Defendants with a general release of any and all claims, known or 

unknown, I may have against Defendants. By agreeing to settle the case in the best interest of the 

Class Members, I have given up the right to pursue my individual claims for unpaid wages and 

penalties and to recover substantially more for unpaid wages, interest, waiting time penalties, and 

pay stub penalties. I did not seek an individual settlement for my claims at all, instead choosing 

to prosecute this matter on behalf of my coworkers. By pursuing the claims of all Class Members, 

I have also rendered my own individual payment uncertain and delayed its payment by several 

months (at the least). 
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7. As Class Representative, I assumed a fiduciary role to the Class. I agreed to (1) 

consider the interests of the Class just as I would consider my own interests and, in some cases, 

to put the interests of the Class before my own interests; (2) actively participate in the lawsuit, as 

necessary, by among other things, producing documents to Defendants and giving depositions 

and trial testimony if requested; (3) travel to give such testimony; (4) recognize and accept that 

any resolution of the lawsuit by dismissal or settlement, is subject to court approval, and must be 

designed in the best interest of the Class as a whole; (5) follow the progress of the lawsuit and 

provide all relevant facts to my attorneys; (6) champion many other people with similar claims 

and injuries because of the importance of the case and the necessity that all Class Members benefit 

from the lawsuit; and (7) fight for a resolution in which the individual recoveries to each Class 

Member, including me, maybe relatively small. I agreed to shoulder all of these responsibilities 

in exchange for a proportionate share of funds made available for distribution to the Class 

Members. I had no guarantee of a Class Representative Service Payment. I have spent over 44.95 

hours of my time in connection with this case to date. Attached as Exhibit A to this declaration 

is a true and correct copy of an activity log I have prepared showing the estimates of time I spent 

on various work performed in this case. The activities I have performed have included, but have 

not been limited to: obtaining legal counsel, speaking with my legal counsel on numerous 

occasions, over the phone, informing them of the terms and conditions of my coworkers’ 

employment, assisting them in gathering information, identifying the claims brought in this case, 

gathering contact information for my former coworkers, contacting Class Members about the 

lawsuit to arrange their communications with my attorneys, gathering documents from my 

employment with Defendants, and being actively involved in the settlement process to ensure a 

fair result for the Class as a whole. I also participated in the mediation and spent time carefully 

reviewing the Settlement, and other case related documents on my own and with my counsel to 

make sure that the Settlement and other work my attorneys performed are in the best interest of 

the Class Members. Since the Court granted the preliminary approval of the Settlement, I have 

regularly contacted my counsel to follow the progress of the case.  

8. Further, my counsel have advised me of the possibility that, if the case was lost, I 

could have been ordered to pay Defendants’ costs and even attorneys’ fees in this case, which 

could have been thousands of dollars by the end.  

9. Because I filed this lawsuit, there is a public record at the Court showing that I 
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brought a class action for unpaid wages against my former employer. The Class Representative 

Service Payment to me of $5,000.00 is not equal to the harm to my future career prospects that 

this case may cause me. 

10. Based on the time, risk, stigma, loss of benefits and income and great outcome of 

this case, I believe that the requested Class Representative Service Payment for me is fair and 

reasonable. As such, I respectfully request that the Court award the requested Class 

Representative Service Payment of $5,000.00.  

I declare under penalty of perjury of the laws of the State of California that the foregoing 

is true and correct. 

Executed on _________________________ in Bakersfield, CA.   

   

            
       _____________________________ 

  MARIA JACQUELINE BATRES, 
Declarant 

  
  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT A 



Batres Time Log.

Page 1 of 3

Approximate Date: Description: Hours:
5/19/24 Emails to/from law firm 0.08
8/13/24 Calls and/or texts with law firm 0.50
8/23/24 Emails to/from law firm 0.25
8/23/24 Emails to/from law firm 0.08
8/23/24 Calls and/or texts with law firm 0.33
8/23/24 Reviewing documents: Retainer/FAQ 1.25
8/26/24 Calls and/or texts with law firm 0.08
8/28/24 Calls and/or texts with law firm 0.08
Approximately 8/29/2024 to 
7/24/25 Contacting witness(es) 2.42
Approximately 8/29/2024 to 
7/24/25

Gathering information and/or 
documents 7.58

9/4/24 Calls and/or texts with law firm 0.08
9/9/24 Calls and/or texts with law firm 0.17
9/11/24 Emails to/from law firm 0.08

9/11/24
Reviewing documents: Other docs 
from law firm 0.33

9/16/24 Calls and/or texts with law firm 0.17
9/23/24 Calls and/or texts with law firm 0.08
9/24/24 Emails to/from law firm 0.17
9/25/24 Calls and/or texts with law firm 0.67
9/30/24 Calls and/or texts with law firm 0.08
10/1/24 Calls and/or texts with law firm 0.50
10/11/24 Calls and/or texts with law firm 0.58
10/24/24 Emails to/from law firm 0.33
10/24/24 Calls and/or texts with law firm 0.08
10/24/24 Emails to/from law firm 0.08

10/24/24
Reviewing letter to Labor 
Development Workforce Agency 1.33

10/25/24 Calls and/or texts with law firm 0.08
10/30/24 Reviewing documents: Complaint 1.83
10/30/24 Emails to/from law firm 0.42
10/31/24 Calls and/or texts with law firm 0.08

11/7/24
Reviewing documents: Other docs 
from law firm 0.58

11/15/24
Reviewing documents: Other docs 
from law firm 0.75

12/3/24
Reviewing documents: Other docs 
from law firm 0.42

12/13/24 Emails to/from law firm 0.33
12/13/24 Emails to/from law firm 0.08
12/14/24 Emails to/from law firm 0.33

1/6/25
Reviewing documents: Other docs 
from law firm 0.42



Batres Time Log.

Page 2 of 3

Approximate Date: Description: Hours:

2/7/25
Reviewing documents: Other docs 
from law firm 0.17

2/24/25
Reviewing documents: Other docs 
from law firm 0.67

2/25/25
Reviewing documents: Other docs 
from law firm 0.33

3/6/25 Calls and/or texts with law firm 0.08
3/21/25 Emails to/from law firm 0.58

4/2/25
Reviewing documents: Other docs 
from law firm 0.42

4/3/25
Reviewing documents: Other docs 
from law firm 0.42

4/3/25
Reviewing Defendants Answer to 
Complaint 1.58

4/18/25
Reviewing documents: Other docs 
from law firm 0.42

5/19/25 Calls and/or texts with law firm 0.17
5/19/25 Emails to/from law firm 0.08
6/18/25 Emails to/from law firm 0.08
6/18/25 Emails to/from law firm 0.08
7/3/25 Emails to/from law firm 0.08
7/3/25 Calls and/or texts with law firm 0.08
7/3/25 Emails to/from law firm 0.08
7/7/25 Calls and/or texts with law firm 0.83
7/8/25 Calls and/or texts with law firm 0.58
7/9/25 Calls and/or texts with law firm 0.75
7/17/25 Calls and/or texts with law firm 0.17
7/18/25 Calls and/or texts with law firm 0.25
7/21/25 Reviewing Mediation Statement 1.67
7/21/25 Calls and/or texts with law firm 1.25
7/22/25 Emails to/from law firm 0.08
7/22/25 Emails to/from law firm 0.08
7/22/25 Calls and/or texts with law firm 0.17
7/23/25 Emails to/from law firm 0.17

7/23/25
Reviewing documents: Other docs 
from law firm 0.25

7/24/25 Emails to/from law firm 0.08
7/24/25 Mediation: participation time 4.75
7/25/25 Emails to/from law firm 0.42
7/25/25 Calls and/or texts with law firm 0.08
7/29/25 Calls and/or texts with law firm 0.08

9/10/25
Reviewing documents: Other docs 
from law firm 0.50

11/12/25
Reviewing documents: Settlement 
Agreement 1.67



Batres Time Log.

Page 3 of 3

Approximate Date: Description: Hours:
11/17/25 Calls and/or texts with law firm 0.17
12/4/25 Calls and/or texts with law firm 0.17
12/29/25 Calls and/or texts with law firm 0.17
2/5/26 Calls and/or texts with law firm 0.75

3/11/26
Reviewing documents: Other docs 
from law firm 0.42

3/18/26
Reviewing documents: Other docs 
from law firm 0.67

3/25/26
Reviewing documents: Other docs 
from law firm 0.67

4/27/26 Calls and/or texts with law firm 0.08
TOTAL: 44.95
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Declaración de Maria Jacqueline Batres en apoyo a la 

Moción de Maria Jacqueline Batres para la Aprobación 

Preliminar del Acuerdo de la Acción de Grupo y PAGA 

 

DECLARACIÓN DE MARIA JACQUELINE BATRES EN APOYO DE LA MOCIÓN DE LA 

DEMANDANTE MARIA JACQUELINE BATRES PARA LA APROBACIÓN PRELIMINAR 

DEL ACUERDO DE LA ACCIÓN DE GRUPO 

 

Yo, MARIA JACQUELINE BATRES, declaro lo siguiente: 

1. Soy residente de la ciudad de Bakersfield, en el estado de California, y soy 

mayor de 18 años. Soy la demandante en esta acción y estoy representada por David Spivak 

del bufete The Spivak Law Firm y por WALTER L. HAINES de United Employees Law 

Group en esta acción. Salvo que se indique lo contrario, tengo conocimiento personal de todos 

los asuntos establecidos en esta declaración y podría y testificaría competentemente al 

respecto si se me solicitara a hacerlo como testigo. 

2. Entiendo que, como Representante del Grupo de Demandantes, tengo ciertas 

obligaciones y responsabilidades con los Miembros del Grupo de Demandantes y considero 

que he representado de manera justa los intereses de todos los Miembros del Grupo de 

Demandantes durante todo el proceso de este caso. 

3. Mi abogado me proporcionó información sobre acciones de grupo, cómo 

funcionan y cuáles serían mis obligaciones como Representante del Grupo. Acepté ser la 

Representante del Grupo de Demandantes para poder reclamar el pago de los salarios y las 

indemnizaciones en mi nombre y en el de otros empleados en mí misma situación. 

4. Entiendo que el Acuerdo en este caso está sujeto a la aprobación de este Tribunal 

para garantizar que sea en el mejor interés del Grupo de Demandantes en su conjunto. No 

tengo ningún conflicto con el Grupo. 

5. Entiendo que mis abogados van a presentar ante este Tribunal una solicitad de 

Pago por el Servicio de Representante del Grupo de Demandantes para compensarme por mis 

contribuciones únicas al éxito de esta acción como Representante del Grupo de Demandantes 

por el monto de $5,000.00. Considero que esta cantidad es una compensación justa y 

razonable por mis esfuerzos en este caso y por los riesgos que he asumido para lograr una 

recuperación justa para los Miembros del Grupo de Demandantes. 

6. He proporcionado a los Demandados una exoneración general de todas y cada 

una de las reclamaciones, conocidas o desconocidas, que pudiera tener contra los 

Demandados. Al aceptar resolver el caso en el mejor interés de los Miembros del Grupo de 

Demandantes, he renunciado al derecho a presentar mis reclamaciones individuales por 

salarios y sanciones no pagados y a recuperar una cantidad sustancialmente mayor por 

concepto de salarios atrasados, intereses, sanciones por tiempo de espera y sanciones por no 

entregar los recibos de sueldo. No he solicitado ningún acuerdo individual para mis 

reclamaciones, sino que he optado por llevar este asunto a los tribunales en nombre de mis 

compañeros de trabajo. Al presentar las reclamaciones de todos los Miembros del Grupo de 

Demandantes, también he puesto en riesgo mi propio pago individual y he retrasado el pago 

varios meses (como mínimo).  
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Declaración de Maria Jacqueline Batres en apoyo a la 

Moción de Maria Jacqueline Batres para la Aprobación 

Preliminar del Acuerdo de la Acción de Grupo y PAGA 

 

7. Como Representante del Grupo de Demandantes, asumí una función fiduciaria 

para el Grupo. Me comprometí a: (1) considerar los intereses del Grupo de Demandantes del 

mismo modo que consideraría mis propios intereses y, en algunos casos, anteponer los 

intereses del Grupo de Demandantes a mis propios intereses; (2) participar activamente en la 

demanda, según fuera necesario, entre otras cosas, presentando documentos a los 

Demandados y presentando declaración y testimonio de juicio si así se me solicitara; (3) 

trasladarme para dar dicho testimonio; (4) reconocer y aceptar que cualquier resolución de la 

demanda, ya sea por desestimación o por acuerdo, está sujeta a la aprobación del tribunal y 

debe diseñarse en el mejor interés del Grupo de Demandantes en su conjunto; (5) seguir el 

progreso de la demanda y proporcionar todos los hechos relevantes a mis abogados; (6) 

defender a muchas otras personas con reclamaciones y lesiones similares, dada a la 

importancia del caso y la necesidad de que todos los Miembros del Grupo de Demandantes 

se beneficien de la demanda; y (7) luchar por una resolución en la que las indemnizaciones 

individuales para cada Miembro del Grupo de Demandantes, incluyéndome a mí, puedan ser 

relativamente pequeñas. Acepté asumir todas estas responsabilidades a cambio de una parte 

proporcional de los fondos disponibles para su distribución entre los Miembros del Grupo de 

Demandantes. No se me garantizó recibir un Pago de Servicio de Representante del Grupo de 

Demandantes. Hasta la fecha, he dedicado más de 44.95 horas de mi tiempo a este caso. Se 

adjunta como Anexo A en esta declaración es una copia verdadera y correcta del Registro de 

Actividades que he elaborado, en el que se detallan las horas estimadas que he dedicado a las 

distintas actividades realizadas en este caso. Las actividades que he realizado incluyen, entre 

otras: obtener asesoramiento legal, hablar con mi asesor legal en numerosas ocasiones, por 

teléfono, informarles de los términos y condiciones del empleo de mis compañeros de trabajo, 

ayudarles a recopilar información, identificar las reclamaciones presentadas en este caso, 

recopilar información de contacto de mis excompañeros de trabajo, ponerme en contacto con 

los Miembros del Grupo de Demandantes en relación con la demanda para coordinar sus 

comunicaciones con mis abogados, recopilar documentos de mi relación laboral con los 

Demandados y participar activamente en el proceso de conciliación para garantizar un 

resultado justo para el Grupo de Demandantes en su conjunto. También participé en la 

mediación y dediqué tiempo a revisar detenidamente el Acuerdo, así como otros documentos 

relacionados con el caso, tanto de forma individual como con mi abogado para asegurarme de 

que el Acuerdo y el resto del trabajo realizado por mis abogados fuera en el mejor interés de 

los Miembros del Grupo de Demandantes. Dado que el Tribunal concedió la aprobación 

preliminar del Acuerdo, me he mantenido en comunicación regularmente con mi abogado 

para seguir el progreso del caso. 

8. Además, mi abogado me ha informado de la posibilidad de que, de haberse 

perdido el caso, se me hubiera ordenado pagar los costos de los Demandados e incluso los 

honorarios de sus abogados en este caso, lo cual podría haber ascendido a miles de dólares al 

final del proceso. 
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Declaración de Maria Jacqueline Batres en apoyo a la 

Moción de Maria Jacqueline Batres para la Aprobación 
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9. Dado que interpuse esta demanda, existe un registro público en el Tribunal que 

demuestra que presenté una acción de grupo de demandantes por salarios no pagados contra 

mi anterior empleador. El pago de $5,000.00 que se me ha concedido en concepto de Servicio 

de Representante del Grupo de Demandantes no compensa el daño que este caso podría 

causarme en mis perspectivas de trabajo futuras. 

10. Dado el tiempo invertido, el riesgo asumido, el estigma sufrido, la pérdida de 

beneficios e ingresos, así como el excelente resultado de este caso, considero que el Pago por 

Servicio de Representante del Grupo de Demandantes solicitado para mí es justo y razonable. 

Por consiguiente, solicito respetuosamente al Tribunal que conceda el Pago por Servicio de 

Representante del Grupo de Demandantes solicitado, por el monto de $5,000.00. 

Declaro, bajo pena de perjurio conforme a las leyes del Estado de California, que lo 

anterior es verdadero y correcto. 

 

Firmado el  en Bakersfield, California. 

 

 

 

  MARIA JACQUELINE BATRES, 

Declarante 

 

 

05 / 08 / 2026

Doc ID: e56b8de5100c5b01a55e2a2ba1e9d53753a42165
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DECLARATION OF CERTIFIED TRANSLATOR 

I, BLANCA A. EDWARDS, with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Applied Linguistics 

with Emphasis in Translation declare and state as follows: 

I am an accredited translator registered with the American Translators Association and 

that I am certified/accredited to translate from the English language to the Spanish language. 

I further declare that I have translated the attached document (“Declaration of Maria 

Jacqueline Batres in Support of Plaintiff Maria Jacqueline Batres’s Motion for Preliminary 

Approval of Class Action Settlement and Batres Time Log”) from the English language to the 

Spanish language. 

I declare, to the best of my abilities and belief, that this is a true and correct translation 

of the English language text of the attached document to the Spanish language. 

I declare under penalty of perjury of the laws of the State of California that the 

foregoing is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

Executed on May 8, 2026, at San Antonio, Texas. 

____________________________________ 

BLANCA A. EDWARDS,  

Member of the American Translator Association 

Member No. 105357, since 01/10/2024 
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