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DECLARATION OF DANIEL F. GAINES IN SUPPORT OF REQUEST FOR DISMISSAL OF REPRESENTATIVE 

ACTION 

NAVEED HALAVI, ESQ. SBN 336945 
naveed@halavi.law 
HALAVI LAW, INC. 
6262 Glade Ave 
Woodland Hills, CA 91367 
Phone: (818) 532-9915 
Fax: (213) 297-5071 
 
DANIEL F. GAINES, ESQ. SBN 251488 
daniel@gaineslawfirm.com 
GAINES & GAINES, APLC 
4550 East Thousand Oaks Boulevard, Suite 100 
Westlake Village, California 91362 
Telephone: (818) 703-8985 
Facsimile: (818) 703-8984 
 
Attorneys for Plaintiff Sergio Cortes Lara, individually and on behalf of all similarly situated 
individuals and all “aggrieved employees” pursuant to Labor Code § 2698 et seq. 

 
SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

 
FOR THE COUNTY OF FRESNO 

 
 
SERGIO CORTES LARA, individually and 
on behalf of all “aggrieved employees” 
pursuant to Labor Code § 2698 et seq., 

 
Plaintiff, 

 
       v. 
 
KMV FARM LABOR INC., a California 
corporation, and DOES 1 through 10, 
inclusive, 

 
                                Defendants. 
 

 CASE NO: 25CECG00508 
 
Assigned to the Hon. D. Tyler Tharpe, Dept. 501 
 
DECLARATION OF DANIEL F. GAINES 
IN SUPPORT OF REQUEST FOR 
DISMISSAL OF REPRESENTATIVE 
ACTION 
 
[Filed Concurrently: Request for Dismissal] 
 
Complaint Filed: January 30, 2025 
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DECLARATION OF DANIEL F. GAINES IN SUPPORT OF REQUEST FOR DISMISSAL OF REPRESENTATIVE 

ACTION 

I, Daniel F. Gaines, declare as follows: 

1. I am an attorney duly admitted to practice law in the State of California and I am a 

managing shareholder at Gaines & Gaines, APLC, counsel of record for Plaintiff Sergio Cortes Lara 

(“Plaintiff”) in this matter.  The matters set forth herein are of my own personal knowledge, and if 

sworn as a witness, I could and would testify competently thereto.   

2. On January 30, 2025, Plaintiff filed the instant Action seeking penalties on a 

representative basis on behalf of himself and other aggrieved employees for Defendant KMV FARM 

LABOR INC.’s (“Defendant”) alleged violations of California Labor Code and the Private Attorneys 

General Act of 2004 (“PAGA”), codified at § 2698, et seq., by allegedly misclassifying certain 

employees as independent contractors and failing to pay all wages due, provide meal and rest periods, 

or compensation in lieu thereof, issue complete and accurate wage statements, and pay all wages due 

at separation of employment.  

3. Following numerous conversations with Defendant’s counsel and a financial analysis 

prepared by a third-party neutral, my office has ascertained that Defendant is having financial 

hardship and does not have the financial ability to defend and pay for a PAGA-wide settlement. Its 

operations have shut down. Furthermore, liability is disputed.  This determination is based on 

information provided by Defendant’s counsel through discussions in this matter.  

4. The Parties have negotiated a settlement of Plaintiff’s individual claims only, and the 

PAGA claims will be dismissed without prejudice. A true and correct copy of the Confidential 

Settlement Agreement and Release of all Claims (the “Settlement”) is attached hereto as Exhibit A.   

5. The settlement of this Action does not provide for any consideration to any aggrieved 

employees in the Action nor does it provide for the waiver, settlement, or release of any PAGA claims 

asserted on behalf of any aggrieved employees in the Action. Further, the settlement does not 

contemplate the waiver of any claims by anyone other than Plaintiff and does not provide for the 

waiver of PAGA claims asserted on behalf of any employee or the State, such that there is no 

allocation of civil penalties in the Settlement.   
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DECLARATION OF DANIEL F. GAINES IN SUPPORT OF REQUEST FOR DISMISSAL OF REPRESENTATIVE 

ACTION 

6. Plaintiff, therefore, requests that the Court enter a dismissal of this action with 

prejudice as to Plaintiff’s individual claims and dismissal without prejudice of the representative 

action claims, pursuant to the request submitted concurrently herewith. 

7. Concurrent with the filing of this declaration and the request for dismissal, my office 

has submitted the Settlement to the LWDA in compliance with Labor Code section 2699(l)(2). A true 

and correct copy of the submission confirmation email is attached hereto as Exhibit B.  

I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing 

is true and correct and was executed on May 16, 2025 at Westlake Village, California.  

 

_________________________________ 
      DANIEL F. GAINES 
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