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Plaintiff‘s Motion l‘ur
I inul Apprmul (if(‘lass and I’M iA Action Sculcmcm ("Mnliun") tn

finall) apprmc the Stipulation uf Settlement ul‘t'lass Action and PAUA ('laims and Rclcasc nl‘

('laims ("Agrccnwnt“) dul) cumc nn fur hearing un May l2. 2025. bcfnrc thc abovc-cnlitlcd (burl.

J(‘l. La“ l-‘irm. AP(‘. Xaka) La“ (imup. Al’l (I and The (‘muld La“ firm appeared on hchalfof

Plaintiffs Adrian (‘aslm zmd Rodolfo (iurciu ("Plaintiffs"). Fisher & Phillim |_|‘P. appearing us

counsel for defendants (‘nmcrchnu Inc. and AAA thxmrk Soluliuns. lnc.. ("Defendants").

l.

FINDINGS

Based on Ihc oral and “rillcn argumcnl and cxidcncc presented in connection \xith thc

motion. the (‘uurt makes thc following findings:

l. All capitalized lcrms uscd hcrcin shall haw: thc same meaning as dcfincd in

lhc Agreement.

2. 'I'his (‘nun hasjurisdiclion over lhc subject mallcr oi'lhis litigation pending

in the ('alifivrnia Superior (‘uurt for the Count) 0f San chardino ("Court"). (‘asc Nu_

('IVSBZSOMM. cnlillcd .-h/riun ('m'lm, v! ulv r. ('unrcrgcmm Inc. ('I 01,. and (wcr all l’anics In

this litigation. including thc ('lass‘

Preliminary Apprmul «)flhc Settlement

3. ()n l’chruur} l0. 2025. thc('oun granted preliminar) approval ofu class-u idc

sculcmcnl. Al this same limc. lhc court apprm cd cundilional certification nl‘a prm isional setucmcm

class For sculcmcm purposes uni}. 'lhc ('uun cunl'mns this ()rdcr and finall} apprmcs lhc

scltlcmcnl and lhc ccnificatiun ul‘lhc ('lass lbr settlement purposes only.

Notice to thc (‘lass

4. ln compliance “ith lhc l‘rcliminury Apprmal ()rdcr. lhc Notice Packet “as

mailed b} first class mail Io (hc (‘Iuss Members m lhcir last kmmn addresses un or about March 2L

2025. Mailing nl' lhc Nmicc l’uckcl m their In»! kmmn uddruxc.‘ “as thc bcsl notice practicable

undcr lhc circumslanccs and “us rcasunabl} calculated In cnmmunicalc actual notice: of thc

litigation and lhc propuscd sclllcmcnl ln lhc mcmbcrs ul'lhc (‘lass Members. 'l’hc ('uurl finds that

lhc anicc Packcl prm idcd full) satisfies the requirements offalifomia Rules ul‘(‘ourt. rulc 3.769.

1
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5. l'hc Rcspunsc lkudlinc for opting uul 0r objecting “as Ma} 5. 202$. lhcrc

“as an udcquau: imcn al bum con notice and deadline m permit (‘luss Mcmhcrs lo chumc “hut lu

dn and ucl nn lhcir dccisinn. Nu (‘lus‘s Mcmhcrs uhjcclcd. Nu (‘Iass Members requested exclusion.

J! As u result. llm‘li. ut'lhc ('lass Members “ill hc included in thc Scltlcmcm ('lass and \\ ill hc scm an

Indix idual Sctllcmcnl Pu) mcm.

Fairness ()f the SctlIcmcnI

6. 'l'hc Agrccnwm pnwidcs I‘nr a (irms Settlement Amuum of $950.(N)().(m.

'l’hc Agreement is cnlillcd In a prcsumplinn nf fairness. (Dunk v. Ford Mnmr (‘n (loom 48

('alAppAth I794. I80H

u. I‘hc settlement “as reached through anns-lcnglh bargaining hcm'ccn

lhc Parties. 'l'hcrc is nn c\idcncc nl' any collusion hem ccn lhc Parties in reaching lhc proposed

settlement.

h. 'l'hc l’unics' im csligalion and discm cry have bccn sulficicnl m ullms

lhc ('oun and cnunscl In act imclligcml}.

c. (‘uunscl for all panics arc experienced in similar employment class

acliun litigation and haw prm iousl) scltlcd similar class claims on behalf ol‘cmpqu cc.» claiming

compcnsaliun All counsel rccnmmcndcd apprmal nflhc Settlement.

d. lhc percentage nl‘nbjccmrs and rcqucsls fur exclusion is 1cm. No

objections ucrc rccciwd. Nu rcqucsls fur cxclusinn ucrc rccciwd.

c. 'l‘hc punicipution ralc is unanimous. l()(l% nH'luss Mcmhcrs \\ ill hc

included in lhc Sculcmcm ("lass and “ill bc scm an Indix idual Sculcmcm I’uyncnl.

7. Ihc consideration} lu he giwn m thc ('Iass Members and Aggrim cd

limpln) ccs undcr lhc Icnm nI' the Agrccmcm is fair. reasonable. and udcqualc cnnsidcring lhc

strengths and \\ cukncnsm uflhc claims asserted in this Acliun und ix fair. rcusnnahlc. and adequate

cnmpcnxalinn fur tho: rclcaw uflhc Released (‘luss (‘Iaims and Rclcascd |’/\(i/\ (‘laims. giwn lhc

uncertainties and risks nl‘ lhc litigation and lhc dclap‘ which vmuld cnsuc from cuminucd

prusccutixm «\Hhc Acliun.
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8. l'hc Agreement is l'mull) approved as fair. adequate. and reasonable and in

lhc hcsl intcrcsls nl‘lhc (‘lass Mcmbcrs and Aggricwd limpkv) ccs.

l’AGA Payment

9. lhc Agreement prm idcs l‘or u l’MiA Paymcm in lhc amount ol'$50.()()0.00.

Tho: ("nun has rcvicxxcd lhc PAGA Pa) mcnl and finds and determines that lhc l’A(i/\ l’aymcnl und

lhc allocation (”337500.00 lo lhc LWHA :Ind “3.50000 lu lhc Aggrim Cd Izmplnyccs is, fair and

rcamnahlc and complies “ith lhc rcquircmcnh scl forth in Mnm‘: v. .-I(Icvw (7.824. Im: (202 I) 72

('al.App.51h 56.

(‘lass ( 'ounscl Award

l0. lhc Agrccmcm prm ides for a ('luss (‘uunscl axwrd in lhc amuunl of up lu

Thrcc Hundred 'I‘him-Sm cn Thousand Sewn llundrcd 'lhim-l’hrcc and Smcnly-hm (‘cnls

(53.37.733.72). Subject lo (‘oun approval. lhc award consists of ultumcys' I‘ccs in thc amount of

unc-lhird nt'lhc (irusx Sclllcmcm Amuunl. ur lhrcc Hundred Sixteen 'l'housand Six Ilundrcd Six!)-

Six |)n||ars and SixQ-Six (‘cnls ($3l6.666.66) and ucluull} incurred litigation expenses in lhc

amnum uf'l \\ cm) -()nc 'l‘lmusand Six!) -SC\ cn and Six ('cnls ($2 l .06106).

l l. A ('Iuss (‘uunscl Award of l'hrcc llundrcd ’l‘hinyochcn 'I'housand Seven

llundrcd l‘hin} -Thrcc and Sm cm)- l’\m ('cnts ($337.713.72). \shich is comprised ut‘allorncp' fccs

in thc amuum ul"l'hrcc Hundred Sixteen l'huusand Six Hundred Sixt}-Si\ Dollars and SixlySix

(‘cnls ($3l6.66().h(v). and reimbursement ul'actuaH) incurred litigation expenses in lhc amount of

|'\\cnl)-()nc Ihuusand SixlyScu-n and Six ('cms ($2l.067‘06) ix‘ rcasnnablc in light of lhc

contingent nature of ('Izlss ('uunscl‘x' fcc, lhc Imurs \mrkcd h) (‘lass ('uunscl. and Ihc results

uchicwd b) Class ('uunxcl. lhc rcqucstcd nllurm‘) 5‘ fccs :mard rcprcscnls 11"3 of the (iruss

Sculcmcnl Amount. \shich is reasonable and al mo In“ cud ul‘thc rungc fur fcc awards in commun

fund cases and is .suppuncd h} ('lass (‘uunscl‘s' |odcstar.

Service Awards

l2. | hc Agrccmcnl prm idc.» I'ur u Sen icc Awards of I’cn l'housand Dollars and

lcm ('cnh ($l().()()().(l()) ln each Plaintiff. suhjccl tn thc ('uurl‘s apprmal. lhc ('mm findx‘ thal lhc

amnunl olhl‘cn lhnusund Dollars and [cm (‘cms (S l 0,000.0”) lo each I’luinlitTix rcusunnblc in light

.8
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nl‘lhc riskx and burdens umlcnukcn h} lhc l’luinlifl'in this class ucliun litigatiun.

(‘laims Administration Expenses

l3. 'lhc Agreement prm ides fur ('luims Administration lixpcnscs Io hc paid in

an amuunl not to cxcccd $6500.00. 'l‘hc Declaratinn ol‘lhc Sculcmcm Administrator prm ides [hut

lhc actual claims adminislrmion expenses \wrc $6500.00. The amount ui' this payncm is

reasonable in light ofthc vmrk performed b} lhc Sclllcmcnt Administrator.

ll. ORDERS

Based 0n thc thrcguing findings. and guod cause appearing. l’l IS Illzkl-IBY ()Rl)l-'.Rl-.l):

l. Thc ('qus i5 certified l'nr lhc purposcs‘ 0f sclllcmcnl (ml). l‘hc “(‘lass" 0r

"('lass Members" is hcrch} defined tn includc all non-cxcmpl cmplu} ccs employed h) dcl‘cndams

('nmcrchnc. Inc. and dcfcndunl AAA Nchwrk Sululions. Inc. in California ("Class") at an) limc

during lhc period hem ccn Jul} I7. 20W. to .Iul) l l. 2024 (“(‘luss Period").

2.
'I hcrc arc 297 mcmhcrs ul' lhc Scltlcmcnl ('Iass. lhc "Sculcmcnl Class" or

"Sclllcmcnl ('luss Members" means all Claw Members “ho did nm submit u timely and \alid

rcqucst fur exclusion us prm idcd in lhc Agrccmcm. 'l‘hc (‘uurt finds. based 0n lhc dcclaratiun ol'lhc

Scttlcmcnt Administrator. 7cm ('lass Mcmhcrs rcqucslcd lo hc excluded from thc Settlement (lass.

3.
’l hc Agrccmcm is hcrch} upprm cd as I'uir. rcusnnuhlc. adequate. and in lhc

hcsl inlcrcsl of lhc Class. 'l‘hc Parties arc ordered ln effectuate lhc Sclllcmcnl in accordance with

this ()rdcr and thc terms ut‘lhc Agrccmcnt.

4. (‘Iuss (‘uunscl arc amardcd ‘l‘hrcc Hundred l’hirlyScVL-n l’housund Sewn

Hundred IllirIy- l hrcc and Sc» cm) -
l wn (‘cnls ($337.733.72 ). \\ hich is comprised ofullurm‘) s' l'ccs

in lhc amount of unc-lhird nl‘ lhc (iron Sclllcmcnl Amount. 0r 'l'hrcc Hundred Sixteen lhouszmd

Six llundrcd SixQ-Six Dollars and SixQ-Six (‘cnts ($3l(v.(v(u6.66) and actually incurrcd litigation

cxpcnscs in lhc amount uf |\\cnl} ~()nc 'l huusand Sixu-Scwn and Six (‘cnts ($2|.067.()6), ('lass

('uunscl shall nut suck nr uhmin an) nllwr mmpcnsuliun ur rcimhurscmcnl l‘mm Defendants.

l’IaimilTs. nr mcmbcrs ofthc ('lzm.

5
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5. l'hc payncnt ul‘ lhc Scnicc Awards lo each Plainlifl‘ in thc amount ul‘

S | 0.000.00 is apprm cd.

(x. lhc payncm of S(v.50().(m lo lhc Settlement Administrator fur (‘luims

Adminislrutinn lixpcnscs is approx ed.

7. ’I'hc I’AUA I’aymcnl ullncaliun 0f 550.0001“) is hcrchy appmvcd 35 fair.

rcasunahlc. adequate and adcqualcl} prmccxx lhc imcrcsls oflhc Aggricvcd Employees. thc public

and lhc I.WDA. I’unhcr. the (‘nun finds that Plaintiff and (‘lass (‘ounscl negotiated tho l’AUA

l’a) mcm at anns-Icnglh. absent Man) fraud 0r cullusiun.

8. Final Judgment is hcrch) cnlcrcd in this ucliun. l'hc rim] Judgmcm shun

hind cach Settlement ('lass Mcmbcr. l'hc l’inal Judgmcm shall operate as a full rclcasc and discharge

of lhc Rclcascd Parties from all claims allcgcd or that could haw rcasonahl) bccn alleged based

upon lhc fads alleged in the ()pcmtiw ('omplninl in lhc Action which arusc during lhc ('lass Period.

(‘lass Members do nol rclcasc an) claims [hm cannot bc rclcascd b) la“. including. without

limilatinn. claims for \cslcd bcncl'nx. \\ mngful termination \inlalion ufihc l'air 15mph» mcnl and

Housing Act. uncmplnyncm insurance. disuhilit) . social sccuril). \wrkcrs' cumpcngmiun. 0r chin“

based un facts occurring outside lhc ('lasx Pcriud.

9. l-inal Judgment shall alw hind Plainlifl'. lhc Labur and Worklhrcc

Dcwlupmcnl Agch) ("l,\\'l)z\"). and Ihc Slate (if(‘alilbrnia and shall rclcasc Defendant from all

claims for I’M‘IA pcnallics ullcgcd or could hm c rcaxnnahl) hccn allcgcd based on lhc l‘ucls alleged

in lhc ()pcrzuiw (‘mnpluinl and l’lainlifl's‘ nuticc tn lhc l.\\‘I)A. which amsc during lhc I‘MBA

l’criud.

l0. lhc lcrm "Aggrimcd Implqwcs" is hcrcb) dcfincd us all nun'cxcmpl

emplo) cm cnnplo) cd h) Dell‘ndanu in ( 'ulifumiu at an} timc during lhc PAUA l’criud. 'l‘hc |’/\( EA

Period mcum lhc pcrind uHuI) l7. 2022. In Jul} ll. 303-1.

I I.
'l hc Agrccmcm is nut an admission h) l)clbnclu11ts. nur is this I inul Apprm ul

()rdcr and Judgment. a finding nl‘thc \alidix) nl‘uny claims in lhc Aclinn ur ufan) xx mngdning h)

Defendants. Ncilhcr this l- inul Apprm ul ()rdcr. lhc Sclllcmcnl. nur an) document rct‘crrcd m hcrcin.

nur am action taken tn carr) nut lhc Sclllcmcm ix. ma} he cnmlrucd as. 0r ma} be used us an

(1
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admission h)‘ 0r against Defendant ol‘an) l'aull. wrongdoing. nr liabilily whatsoever. 'l'hc entering

imu ur can) ing nut ufthc Agreement. and an) negotiations or proceedings rclalcd thcrclo. shall not

in an} cxcm be conslmcd as. or deemed lo bc cvidcncc ul‘. an admission or concession with regard

m lhc denials 0r dcl'cnscs h) Defendants and shall not he ochrcd in cvidcncc in any action or

proceeding against Defendant in an} cuurl. administrative agency or nthcr tribunal for an} purpose

as an admission “halmcxcr olhcr than t0 cnl'urcc lhc provisions nl‘lhis Final Approval ()rdcr and

Judgment. lhc Settlement. 0r an) rclatcd agrccmcm or rclcusc. Notwithstanding lhcsc restrictions.

any Ofthe Parties may file in lhc Action ur in an) mhcr proceeding this Final Approval ()rdcr and

.ludgmcm. thc Agreement. nr an} mhcr papers and records on file in lhc Aclion as. evidence of'lhc

Settlement lo suppurl a dcl‘cnsc nfrcs judicalu. collateral estoppcl. release. ur other theory nfclaim

ur issuc preclusion ur similar defense as lo Ihc claims being released by lhc Sclllcmcnl.

I2. Notice ofcntr} uflhis l’inal Apprmal ()rdcr and Judgment shall hc given b}

Class (‘ounscl on bchalfofl’lainlilTs and all Class Members. ll shall nut bc necessar) m send nnlicc

of entry of this Final Apprmal ()rdcr and Judgment to individual (‘lass Members and lhc l’inul

Apprmal ()rdcr and Judgmcm shall bc posted on Sculcmcnl Administrator's “chsitc as indicmcd

in lhc Nolicc Packet.

l3. After cmr) of l-inul Judgment. lhc (‘uurl shall retain jurisdiction lo construe.

inlcrprcl. implcmcnl. and cnl'urcc lhc Sclllcmcnl. m hcur and rcsohc any contested challenge lo a

claim fur sclllcmcnl hcncfils. and to supcn isc and adjudicate an) dispulc arising from nr in

cnnncclion with thc distribution 0f sculcmcnl bcncfils.

///
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l4. ll‘lhc Sclllcmcm docx nut hccumc final and cchcliw in accordance \xilh lhc

lcrms ul'thc Settlement. msulting in lhc rclum and’or rclcnliun ol'lhc (irms Sclllcmcnl Amount lo

[)cfcndant cunsislcnl “ith lhc lcrms nfthc Sclllcmcm. lhcn this Final Apprmul ()rdcr and Judgment.

and all nrdcn cmcrcd in cunnccfinn hcrcu ilh shall hc rendered null and mid and shall hc vacated.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

DATED: “ MAY 12 2025 __.2( . /@/___
llm. (hurlicl. llill Jr.

Judge. Superi0r( uun fur the Slate ut ( ulifnrnia.

Count} uI‘Sun Bcrnardinn

x
‘

“.Rowgym (mm R muxmm Ix u. wrannl‘. or (‘1 Ass ANI) rum Mllm SH ILLwNT’


